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Lawmaker Fights 
Against Insurance 
Discrimination
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Dumpsites Cleaned Up
Lots o f  m use le pow er w as behind 

the SOL V IT Earth D ay C leanup April 
21 to strike a b low  against trash, d e 
bris and  invasive p lan t overg row th  at

several m etro  area sites.
Thanks to  225 PG E em ployees,

over 100 cubic  yards o f  trash  along 
1,5-m ile stre tch  o f  the S pringw ater

Kel 1 ie T iem ann had  her auto insur
ance po licy  w ith  S afeco  for a lm ost 
five years. She a lw ays paid  on tim e 
and  had  no traffic  v io la tions or ac c i
dents. She w as the ideal client. B ut in 
A pril, she rece ived  a le tte r o f  “ n o n 
renew al” saying that h e r po licy  w as 
being  term inated . T he on ly  ex p la n a 
tion  o ffe red  w as th a t she  had  “ ad 
verse in fo rm ation” on  h e r c red it re 
port.

“ I am  con fused  and  o ffen d ed  by 
S a feco ’s ac tions said  T iem ann . “ I 
d o n ’t know  w hy they  cance lled  m y 
po licy  —  it w as ou t o f  the b lue , and 
now  I have  a bad  m ark  aga in s t m e. 
T his is a b la tan t form  o f  financial 
d iscrim ination .”

Rep. C harlie  R ingo has in troduced  
leg isla tion  in to stop  th is form  o f  
insurance discrim ination so that insur
ance applicants are ju d g ed  on their 
driving record, not their credit records.

“ I think it is b latantly  unfair to deny 
coverage to som eone for a financial 
issue that has .no bearing on their 
likelihood to file a claim with their insur
ance com pany,” said  Ringo.

C redit reports are a relatively  new  
tool being used by insurance com pa
nies to underw rite auto and hom e in-

surance. B ased on credit reports, com 
panies m ay raise insurance rates or 
canceling polic ies on O regonians with 
low er credit scores. H ow ever, insur
ance agent believes that there is no 
proven correlation betw een credit and 
potential loss.

“This practice is predatory, and 
equivalent to the redlining used by real 
estate industry in the past seniors, 
ethnic m inorities, young people and 
low  incom e groups are all victim s o f  
this unethical practice,”  said insur
ance agent D avid N icholson.

Rep. R ingo ’s proposed legislation, 
H B  2974, w ould  prohibit this practice, 
but the bill has been denied a hearing 
by Rep Tim  Knopp (R-Bend), the chair 
o f  the H ouse B usiness, L abor and 
C onsum er Affairs committee.

“ The support for this bill is over
w helm ing, ranging from the Christian 
Coalition, the Comm ission on Hispanic 
A ffairs, the U nited Farm ers A gents 
Association, O SPIRG, as well as insur
ance agents all over the state. In spite 
o f  this, the bill has not been granted a 
hearing. I am  left wondering ifthe Leg
islature is here to represent the citizens 
o fO regon , o rto  be the tool ofcorporate 
interests,” R ingo said.
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PGE volunteers filled two dump trucks full of trash along this stretch of the Willamette River during the 
SOLV It Earth Day Cleanup.

Dumpster Diving Tip Pulled
A state welfare official has apolo

gized for a tip sheet that suggests 
poorpeople might trypicking through 
garbage to make ends meet, saying 
the recommendation was insensitive 
and inappropriate.

The sheet was given to those 
seeking welfare assistance at a bud
geting workshop last month in Spring-

field. Applicants are required to take 
the class.

The "check the dump and residen- 
tial business Dumpsters” tip was on a 
listexcerptedlromabook,“ 1001 Ways 
to Stretch a  Dollar," and inc luded com
m on money-saving strategies such as 
“Shop at thrift stores,” “G o to garage/ 
yard sales,” and “Buy in bulk."

“Don't let summer sneak 
up on you. Join 

Weight Watchers now.”
Now's the tim e And new Winning- Points 
is the way. Eat the foods you love, stay  
w ithin your daily POINTS  range, and 

WElWy lose! You 11 stay satisfied  
| and be ready for your 

best sum m er ever.

GJinninç Points

FREE FIRST MEETING*!
Join before May 5th and SAVE $12.00!

Pay only the registration fee o f s20.00

Join any meeting anytime! For more information 
call weekdays 8:30 am to 5:00 pm

(503)297-1021
(or toll free 1-877-297-1021)

www.weightwatchers.com
•Subsequent Weekly fees ($12.00) apply.

Valid al participating location» for a limited time
2001 Weight Watcher» International. Inc owner of the WEIGHT WATCHERS trademark» All rights reserved

North Portland
Northminster Pres. Church 
2823 N. Portland Blvd.
Wed. Downstairs 4:45 P.M.

Legacy Emanuel Prof. Office Bldg.
2800 N. Vancouver Suite 105 
Mon. 12:00 noon

Northeast Portland
Tillamook Park Building
2108 N.E. 41 St. Ave.
M oil 7:00 P.M.
Tue. 7:00 P.M..
Wed. 9:30 A .M .- 12:00* 5:00 P.M. 7:00 P.M.
Thur. 9:30 A.M.* 5:00 P.M.* 7:00 P.M.*
Fri. 9:30 A.M.
Sat. 9:30 A.M.*

Temple BaptistChurch 
I319N.E.7th
Tue. Fireside Room 12:00 noon

Timberline Dodge
2510 N.E. Sandy Blvd.
Thur. Conference Room 12:00 noon

c o m d o r along the east bank o f  the 
W illam ette River. The volunteers also 
cleared  over one acre  o f  invasive ivy 
at the O aks B ottom  W ildlife R efuge.

Harvey Rice

Activist, Real 
Estate Broker 
Volunteers

H arvey  R ice, com m unity  activ ist 
and local real estate b roker and ap
praiser, has been appo in ted  as a vo l
unteer A m bassador for A A R P (fo r
m erly the A m erican A ssociation  o f  
R etired Persons).

H is duties include w ork ing  w ith 
various groups and o rgan izations to 
inform  the com m unity  about A A R P 
program s and  resources as w ell as 
representing  A A R P at selected  func
tions.

Rice w ill also be involved in A ARP 
program s to help aging individuals 
rem ain in the ir ow n hom es.

Pacific Power Offers Rewards for Reduced Use
(A P)— PacifiCorp’s residential cus

tomers could earn credit this sum mer for 
reducing electricity use by 20 percent 
under a plan submitted to regulators.

The credit would apply to households 
thatcutpow eruseby20percentbetween 
June and September. Cutbacks would be 
judged against energy use in the same 
months in 2000. The system is designed 
to reward conservation-minded custom
ers w ho cut electricity consumption in a

region struggling under power short
ages and soaring wholesale electricity 
prices. PacifiCorpofficialsacknowledge 
a20percentreductionishigh,butsaidthe 
threshold was set to push customers to 
make cutbacks at all times o f  the day.

“W e’re trying to help shave o ff  the 
peaks and reduce overall energy con
su m p tio n ,” sa id  Ju d i Jo h a n se n , 
PacifiCorp's executive vice president. 

Industrial or commercial customers

would not be eligible. The proposal is 
subject to PUC approval. Gov. John 
Kitzhaber applauded the proposal, as did 
some consumer advocacy groups and 
state regulators. “It’s a valuable plan 
because it encourages preventative mea
sures in terms ofkeeping costs down and 
power flowing," Kitzhaber said. In the 
summer.atypicalPacifie Powercustomer 
pays $54 a month for 800 kilowatt hours 
o f  electncity.according to utility records.

A 20 percent reduction would pare 160 
kilowatts from meter leadings and save 
consumere $10.80 a month. “It’sachal- 
lenge,” said Shannon Shoul, a PGE 
spokeswoman. "You can’t just go away 
for a weekend and achieve those sav
ings." PacifiCorpofficialsofferedahstof 
energy-saving tips, from switching off 
lights and turning off dishwashers dur
ing the “dry” cycle to drying laundry on 
a clothesline.

Its Has Finailf Happened !

H. & B. Too
Oregon's Oldest Licensed Pawnshop

Is ready to open in your neighborhood 
4709 N.E. Martin Luther King Blvd.

Just south of Alberta - Plenty of Free Parking
Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm
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