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New Report Clears the Air on Taxes
Oregon Center for Pl blk

Polka
A new report finds that the tax 

burden in Oregon is near its lowest 
levels in the last 20 years.

State and local taxes, as a share o f  
income in Oregon, have gone from 
11.8 percent in 1988 to 10.2 percent in 
1999, steadily declining over the past 
10 years. Com pared with six other 
W estern states, O regon’s household 
tax burden is in the middle and its 
business tax burden is the lowest.

The O regon Center for Public 
Policy used a variety o f  data sources 
to analyze the current and past tax 
burdens Oregonians face, in an at­
tempt to inform the debate over taxes. 
“Annual surveys show Oregonians 
generally  are not know ledgeable 
abou t sta te governm ent revenue 
sources and expenses,” noted Jeff 
T hom pson , an econom ist at the 
Silverton-based research institute and

Mississippi Vote Deeply Disappointing
NAACP President & CEO 

K w e is i M fum e c a lle d  
T uesday’s decision by the vot­
ers in M ississippi to retain  the 
confederate  em blem  on the 
s ta te ’s flag “ deep ly  d isa p ­
pointing.”

M fum e said, “ it is too bad 
that the voters o f  M ississippi 
have chosen to stay buried in 
the past instead o f  m oving for­
ward into the 21st century. 
That, not w ithstand ing , the

Cycling Center Needs Bikes!
The Community Cycling 

Center is a local non-profit 
agency dedicated  to p rovid­
ing bicycles to low -incom e 
m em bers o f  the Portland 
com m unity. D onations o f 
a d u lt- s iz e d  b ic y c le s  are  
needed for use in its teen 
and adult program s.

O v er the  nex t sev era l 
m onths, in what we call the 
C reate A C om m uter p ro ­
gram , we w ill give refu r­
b ished and fu lly -ou tfitted

Attention
SENIORS

NEW  FOR 
s e n io r s  o n l y ... 

Safeway Senior 
Shuttle Service!

( S )  1 Introducing a great new service for 
'*■' L<Z our nei9 hbo,hood senior citizens.

FREE grocery shopping shuttle 
Ï  4 r  • Y service' to your nearby Ainsworth 

A MLK Blvd Safeway Food & Drug 
, atxl Renaujaixe Market . TWICE a

I Month1 On or aiound the 3rd and 
I  15th of each month This Service is 
/  FREE to seniors age 60 and over 
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Beef Chuck 4 Q 
7-Bone ■<>
Roast I  iu
Bone-In. ™

save up to $1.11 ib. S a fe w a y  C lu b  P rice

1-lb. Red Ripe 
Strawberries
Grown in California.
SAVE up to $1.96 on 2

fCtSAFEWAY
V. > 7  FOOD A DRUG 12-Pack Safeway

SELECT Soft Drinks
12-oz. cans. Assorted Regular, 
Diet or Caffeine Free varieties 
Limit 4 Plus Deposit in Oregon.
SAVE up to 88<

ftf/uuUanct Mallei

O v e n  Joy B read
22.5-oz White or Wheat
SAVE up to $1.62 on 3

Safeway Club Price

SAFEWAY
FOOD & DRUG
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the report’s author. “ M uch o f  this is 
no doubt due to the zealous m isinfor­
mation campaigns by groups who 
seek to de-fund important public ser­
vices such as education and health 
care,” he added.

“Despite faltering public educa­
tion and a shredded safety net for the 
poor, children, and the disabled, anti- 
governm ent activists continue to 
press for turther tax cuts that prim a­
rily benefit O regon's most econom i­
cally comfortable. Theirthirst fortax 
cuts seems to know no limit as they 
soak Oregonians with m isinfonna- 
tion about our tax system ,” said Th­
ompson.

“Contrary to claim s o f  anti-gov­
ernm ent activists, tax levels in O r­
egon are not high and have not been 
rising. Total state and local tax collec­
tions have trailed behind econom ic 
growth in Oregon for some time now,” 
said Thompson.

The most remarkable aspect o f

NAACP will not give up its 
fight to rem ove from public 
property any and all symbols 
that celebrate the tw isted phi­
losophy o f bigotry and hatred 
in this country. The historic 
M ississippi State conference 
o f the NAACP is to be com ­
m ended for leading the fight 
on this issue.

“The governor and business 
leaders worked hard in this 
effort to create a new M issis­

com m uter bicycles to 100 
Portland residents in need 
o f  affordable transportation 
to their places o f  em ploy­
m ent. Kick o ff  your spring 
cleaning and help make this 
project successful by donat­
ing your unused bikes.

Call 503-288-8864 for de­
tails, or drop bikes o ff  at our 
shop located at 1700 N.E. 
A lberta.

We can use any bikes you 
have, except rea lly  rusty

O regon’s overall tax structure is its 
regressivity. W hile O regon’s single- 
largest tax, the personal income tax, is 
partially based on the ability to pay, 
the overall tax structure places a 
higher burden in low-incom e house­
holds.

The total effective state and local 
tax rate o f  the lowest-incom e 20 per­
cent o f  O regon households is 12.3 
percent, compared to the 11.8 percent 
rate o f  the highest-incom e 20 per­
cent.

Oregon taxes low-incom e house­
holds at higher rates than upper-in­
com e households because o f  the re­
gressive com ponents o f  the tax struc­
ture - property and excise taxes - and 
because O regon taxes families at in­
com e levels well below poverty. O r­
egon levies the eighth highest in­
com e tax on four-person, poor w ork­
ing fam ilies. O regon lev ies  the 
nation’s third highest tax on four 
person families who are slightly above

sippi. It is a shame that m any 
v o ters  d id  not share  th e ir  
v iew s. It is im p o rtan t for 
people to em brace sym bols o f 
unity and not sym bols o f  d iv i­
siv en ess: The C o n fed e ra te  
symbol represents b igotry and 
hatred not only in A m erica, 
but also around the world. Our 
thanks to the m ulti-racial board 
based coalition  that w orked 
w ith  th e  N A A C P  in th is  
struggle,” M fume added.

ones! W hat ca n ’t be used 
as a b icycle m ight get used 
to  m ake recy c led  a rt or 
other things.

We can use every th ing  
from fancy road bikes, high 
tech  m ountain  b ikes and 
classic cruisers to your ba­
sic 10 speed from the ‘7 0 ’s. 
Everything goes to a good 
cause!

Sincerely, the C om m unity  
Cycling Center

the poverty level
In addition to the declining total 

state and local tax burden, the effec­
tive federal tax rates on nnddle-in- 
com e families have also fallen in re­
cent years.

“ D ata from the C ongressional 
Budget Office show that federal taxes 
on middle-income families are at their 
lowest point in the last thirty years,” 
noted Thompson.
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The study, “C learing the A ir on 
Tax Day: Assessing the Tax Burden 
in Oregon,” is available on the OCPP

The O regon C enter for Public 
Policy is a non-profit research orga­
nization that analyzes budget, tax, 
and program issues important to low- 
and m oderate-incom e Oregonians, 
the majority o f  Oregonians.
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