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Focus welcomes freelance 
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addressed stam ped envelope.

All created  display ads 
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the new spaper and  canno t be 
used in o ther publications o r 
personal usage w ithout the 

w ritten consent of the general 
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purchased  the com position of 

the ad.
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Darrell Grant
Portland’s Answer to Quincy Jones

C elebra ted  P ortland  ja zz  artist 
D arrell G rant has b rough t a new  
groove to the c i ty ’s stree ts  with 
the recent release o f  “The Flow (A 
3-PointPlay).”

The CD  release coincided with 
the start o f  the NBA playoffs, and 
marked the launch o f  a new com m u
nity-building initiative spearheaded 
by G rant with the support o f  Self- 
Enhancem ent Inc. “This endeavor 
is about using the pow er o f  music as 
a m eans by which to inspire people 
to support com m unity," says Grant. 
Proceeds from the C D 's  sales will 
support the Flow Project, an initia
tive to empower Portland's youth in 
realizing their ideas for com m unity 
change.

“The Elow(A3-Point Play),” high- 
lights a different side o f  G rant’s 
musical vision. Bringing together 
the talents o f  instrum entalists, vo
calists, and rappers under the aus
p ices o f  PM P (P -T ow n M usic 
Project), the CD, produced by Grant 
and released on his label Lair Hill 
Records, features original songs 
drawing on jazz, soul, funk & hiphop 
sounds.

Get Ready for 
the Battle of the 

Local Bands
The Portland Rose Festival A s

sociation selected 10 teen bands 
from across the N orthwest to per
form at 94-7 NRK presents Rose 
Festival M usicFest, a battle-of-the- 
bands sty le  com petition  at the 
Rpseland Theater, located at N.W. 
Sixth Ave. on Saturday, April 28. 
Preliminary auditions are 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and finals begin at 5 p.m.

The Portland Rose Festival As
sociation and 94-7 NRK reviewed 
more than 40 applications and audi
tion tapes from N orthw est teen 
bands and selected the best o f  the 
submitted bands to perform live at 
MusicFest. A t least ha lf o f  each 
band’s m em bers are currently en
rolled in high school. A variety o f 
music styles are represented  at 
M usicFest this year including pop, 
rock, alternative, jazz and blues.

The idea for “The F low ” was 
inspired by the dominating mid-sea- 
son play o f  the Portland T railblaz
ers. “The NBA is a lot about stars,” 
Grant says, “but the Blazers, even 
with all their talent, live o r die as a 
team. At their best,” G rant contin
ues, “their magic can inspire all o fus 
to find that groove w here w e w ork 
together for som ething greater.”

The C D ’s second trac k , the 
T o w ero fP o w er-in flu en ced , 7 0 ’s 
era groove 'H o u se  o f  S o u l' is a 
tribu te  to  the club Jim m y M aks, 
w h e re  G ra n t  p e r f o r m e d  on  
W ednesday  n igh ts in 1998-99. 
“ I t’s abou t how  m usic opened  
up a place o f  acceptance for m e 
in this com m unity ,” G ran t 
states. “ I t 's  also abou t hav 
ing a p lace to hang ou t 
w ith friends.”

The C D ’s clo ser “ F or
tune R ains,” is a b lend  o f  
ja zz , soul, and spoken- 
w ord rem in iscen t o f  p re
rap poet G il-Scott Heron.
W ritten as an expression 
o f  the good things that ju st 
seem to rain dow n on us

Bands selected for M usicFest 
perform live on the Roseland The
ater stage and receive constructive 
feedback from a panel oflocal music 
professionals.

The best o f  the 10 auditioning 
bands perform at the Pepsi W ater
front Village and other Rose Festi
val events this June. Bands may 
also w in tickets to various Rose 
Festival events and 94-7 N RK ’s Big 
Stink 6. Grand prize is an interview 
on 94-7 N R K ’s specialty show 
“Something C ool” with host Jaime 
Cooley.

Students, fans and other music 
enthusiasts are encouraged to at
tend this all-ages event and support 
their favorite bands. Proceeds from 
the event go towards the winning 
band’s high school music program.

here.”
As with his 1999 jazz  release, 

“Smokin ’ Java,” Grant has found 
a w ay to  integrate com m u
nity into the m usical mix. 
“Smokin’ Java” featured a 
s to ry  c e le b ra tin g  
Portland's coffee culture, 
and included photos o f  
area celebrities. The 
C  D

Local jazz artist Darrell Grant inspires us to work 
together like the Portland Trailblazers through his 

new CD entitled “The Flow (A 3-Point Play). ”

also supported C offee K ids, an 
organizaiton assisting children and 

fam ilies in coffee-producing  
countries. The Flow  Project 

is an initiative intended to 
provide opportunities for lo
cal youth to spark change in 
their com m unities. “The en

ergy and clear visionofyoung
people is often the engine 

that m oves the rest o f  the world 
fo rw ard ,” D arre ll says. 

Grants awarded by The 
Flow Project would 
ftmd proposals con
ce ived  by young 
people to positively 
affect theirneighbor- 
hoods, schools and 
communities. Self 
Enhancehancement 
Inc. will provide ad
ministrative support 
and guidance for 
the project, as well 
as being the vehicle 
for adm instering  
g r a n ts  o n c e  
aw arded.
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