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Olhoerurr Police News/Vancouver
County Will Investigate 
Hospital Shooting

M ultnom ah C ounty m ental 
health offic ia ls said they w ill 
conduct a separate investiga
tion o f  the fatal shooting o f  a 
M exican man during a con
frontation with police at G ate
way Pacific H ospital, a Port
land psychiatric  facility .

O ffic ia ls  w ant “ to see if  
th e re  w as n e g le c t ,” sa id  
Janice Gratton, m anager o f  the 
Behavioral Health Division for 
M ultnom ah County.

Portland police are conduct
ing their own internal investi
gation into the shooting o f  29- 
year-old Jose Santos V ictor 
M ejia Poot o f Y ucatan.

Mejia P o o f s ’ fam ily and the

M exican consul in Portland 
have questioned w hether it 
was necessary to kill Mejia.

Concern has grown among 
H ispan ic  leaders over the 
shooting after it was learned 
that Mejia Poot had been taken 
to the psychiatric hospital by 
police while reportedly suf
fering an ep ilep tic  seizure 
aboard a city bus.

“ If  th e re 's  evidence that 
th ere ’s fault o f  either the hos
pital or the (police) bureau, 
we have to strongly look at 
litigation," said Carlos Rivera, 
a prom inent Hispanic activist 
and m em ber o f the Hispanic 
advisory council to the Port-

land Police Bureau.
The p o lice  in v es tig a tio n

m ust d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  
deadly force was appropriate, 
and w hether a language bar
rier had anything to do with 
the shooting, R ivera said.

Pedro Mej ia Zum arraga, fa
ther o f the dead man said he 
visited his son at the hospital 
the day before the shooting to 
take him his epilepsy m edi
cine, but no one there under
stood him. M ejia Zum arraga, 
who speaks no English, said 
he met no one at the hospital 
who spoke Spanish or M aya, 
the native language spoken by 
the fam ily.
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This Week
in History

A p r i l  18, 1 9 0 6 , a d e v a s ta t 
in g  e a r th q u a k e  s tru c k  S an  F ra n 
c is c o , fo llo w e d  b y  ra g in g  fire s . 
A b o u t 7 0 0  p e o p le  d ie d .

A p r i l  1 9 ,1 9 9 5 , a tru c k  b o m b  
e x p lo d e d  o u ts id e  th e  A lf r e d  P. 
M u r ra h  F e d e ra l  B u i ld in g  in 
O k la h o m a  C i ty ,  k i l l i n g  168
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ThoughtfortheWeek
. . .  there is as much dignity in tilling a field as in 
writing a poem.

— Booker T. Washington

p e o p le , an d  in ju r in g  5 00 . T im o 
th y  M c V e ig h  w a s  c o n v ic te d  o f  
th e  b o m b in g  a n d  s e n te n c e d  to  
d e a th .

A p r i l  2 0 , 1 9 7 1 , th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  S u p re m e  C o u r t  u p h e ld  
th e  u se  o f  b u s in g  to  a c h ie v e  
r a c i a l  d e s e g r e g a t i o n  in  
s c h o o ls .

A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 1 0 ,  a u t h o r  
S a m u e l L a n g h o rn e  C le m e n s ,

b e t te r  k n o w n  as  M a rk  T w a in , 
d ie d  in  R e d d in g , C o n n .

A pril 22, 1889, the O k lahom a 
Land R ush began  at noon  as th o u 
san d s  o f  h o m e s te a d e rs  s tak ed  
claims.

A pril 23 , 1969, S irhan  S irhan  
w as sen tenced  to dea th  fo r a ssas
sinating  N ew  Y ork  Sen. R obert F. 
K ennedy. T he sen tence  w as la ter 
reduced  to life im prisonm ent.

The Portland Police Bureau, 
in cooperation with Crime Stop- j 
pers, is asking for your help on 
locating and apprehending Troy 
Leo Chaney.

A felony a rrest w arrant 
charges Chaney with burglary in 
the first degree. He is also wanted 
in Washington for escape. In
vestigators also want to speak 
with him about a sexual assault 
which took place in the 1500 
block of Southwest 12th Ave. on 
Feb 13 at about 3 p.m.

Chaney is described as a 26-
year-old black male, with a date j-roy Leo chanex 
of birth of Aug. 11, 1974.

He is 6’ 0” tall, weighing 200 
pounds, with black hair, brown 
eyes and tattoos on his chest, 
abdomen and upper left arm. He 
is known to have used the names 
or aliases o f Eddie Chaney and 
Troy Bains. Investigators believe 
Chaney may have fled to the Se
attle area.

Crime Stoppers is offering a 
cash reward o f up to $ 1,000 for 
information, reported to Crime 
Stoppers, which leads to an arrest 
in case or any involved felony 
crime, and you can remain anony
mous. Call Crime Stoppers at 503- 
832-HELP.

Women Wanted For Bank Fraud
The Portland office o f the 

Federal Bureau o f  Investiga
tion, in cooperation with Crime 
Stoppers, is asking for help in 
identifying and apprehending an 
individual involved in a scheme, 
which has cost area banks thou
sands o f dollars.

According to the FBI, the sus
pect used the identity o f another 
person to obtain fictitious iden
tification from the Oregon De

partment o f M otor Vehicles. 
She then used the identification 
to open fraudulent bank ac
counts, which were unutilized 
to pass stolen and counterfeit 
checks. This unknown individual 
and others have defrauded banks 
o f over $200,000.

The suspect is described as a 
black female, 5’ 5” tall, weigh
ing 240 pounds with black hair 
and brown eyes. She has used

the alias o f Shawna Renee 
Cunningham (date o f birth 
Jan. 30, 1975). Crime Stop
pers is offering a cash re
ward o f up to $1,000 for 
in fo rm ation , reported  to 
Crime Stoppers which leads 
to an arrest in this case or 
any unsolved felony crime, 
and you need not give your 
name. Call Crime Stoppers 
at 503-823-HELP.

Police News Briefs
Couple Found Dead in Eastgate Lot

Police in Portland are in 
stigating the shooting death 
a couple found dead in their 
r outside a m ovie theater. 
The man and w om an were 
and with m ultiple gunshot

w ounds ju st after m idnight 
Sunday at the Eastgate The
ater in Southeast Portland.

P o lice  spokesm an Henry 
Groepper says a security guard 
found the couple and called

911. The v eh ic le ’s engine 
was still running.

The victim s were identi
fied as Ram ona L. McGee 
and Jerry Jam es Spencer. 
Both were 34 years old.

Beer Lures Pig on Loose to Captivity
A  p o t-be llied  p ig 's  pen ch an t for 

beer w as her u ltim ate  dow nfall.
M ultnom ah  C o un ty  A nim al C o n 

trol o ffice rs sta lked  the b lack-and- 
w hite an im al using  ropes, cages and 
dog  food as ba it a fte r go lfers spo tted  
the 22-pound  p ig  graz ing  on the R ose

C ity  G o lfC ourse . B ut it took a saucer 
o f  b eer before the pig succum bed.

T he b eer sedated  the p ig  enough 
that anim al contro l officers w ere able 
to p ick  her up. The p ig , now  called  
“ R ose ."  is w aiting  fo ra  new  ow ner at 
an im al co n tro l’s headquarters.

She loves dog  biscuits and 
can  stand  on h e r h ind feet on 
com m and.

M ultnom ah C oun ty  allow s 
po t-be llied  p igs as pets unless 
th e y  w e ig h  m o re  th a n  70 
p o u n d s .

Vandalized Glass Turns Into Art
ri-Met has figured ou, wha, to 
vith all those bus stop glass 
Is that get vandalized every 
. It’s sandblasting them into 
5 art. Officials call the program 
innovative solution to an ex- 
live problem." Tri-met says 
lals scratch and deface about

750 glass panels a year. Each one 
costs about 250 dollars. The public 
agency’s solution is to pull the 
vandalized panels down, sandblast 
the scratched parts into artist-de
signed motifs, and reinstall them. 
The program is expected to save 
Tri-Met at least 100 thousand dol

lars a year. Tri-Met is now 
testing a leaf pattern by Se
attle artist Carolyn Law, 
which will eventually be used 
in more than 100 panels. The 
agency plans to request pro
posals from artists for addi
tional designs this summer.

Figure Wrong on Internet Connection Story
W e regret that the am ount o f  m oney raised for the C hiss K isanga Scholarship Fund, as reported  in last w eek ’s page 

one "Internet C onnection" article, w as w rong. The figure should have been S 1,700, a  fraction o f  the estim ated  $20,000 
needed for the Tanzania student’s tuition, room  and board, and ticket home. Those interested in donating to the fund should 
m ail checks m ade out to R edeem er Lutheran Church, 5431N E 20lh A ve., Portland, OR. 97211 or call Pastor R ozell G ilm ore 
at(503)284-0848.

Oregon Teen Appears in 
Court on NY Internet Threat

W HITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) —  An 
Oregon teen-ager w ho allegedly made a 
th re a t th a t sh u t d o w n  sev e ra l 
W estchester County schools last month 
was released on hrs own recognizance 
last week but is forbidden to use the 
Internet. Benjamin Ballard, 18, o f  Port
land, appeared in federal court in White 
Plains beforeU.S. Magistrate Judge Lisa 
Margaret Smith on a charge o f  transmit
ting an interstate threatvia the Internet. A 
pretrial hearing was set for M ay 9. Until 
then, Smi th ordered Bal lard to stay o ffthe 
Internet, leave his house only to go to

work and school, and surrender his pass
port. Ballard tlew in from Oregon forthe 
proceeding, accompanied by his lather. 
The charge is a felony that carries a 
potential sentence o f  five years in prison 
upon conviction.

O fficials canceled classes in the 
Edgemont school district on March 23 
after a student received an Internet threat 
about * ‘a lot ofpeople dead' ’ at Edgemont 
High School. The threat, which was not 
speci fic, was sent via an America Online 
chat room, and thestudent, who was not 
identified, notified police. Court papers

allege that Ballard pretended to be a 
senior at Edgemont High School and 
warned the recipient not to go to school 
the next day because ‘ ‘there ’ s going to be 
a lot ofpeople dead tomorrow, but hey we 
get to be on the n ew s"

The FBI, called in by Greenburgh 
police and the office o f  W estchester 
District Attorney Jeanine Pirro, traced the 
message to Ballard's home and seized his 
computer. The prosecution was turned 
over to federal authorities because the 
threat was apparently made from out o f  
state.
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