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Reggie Davis from  Northeast Portland will be making his pro-boxing 
debut at a match on March 30 at the Multnomah Greyhound Park.

And in this Corner, Reggie Davis
A Local Boxer Makes His Pro-Debut

P y J oy R amos
P ortland O bserver

For R eggie Davis, tu rn ­
ing professional as a boxer 
was a longtim e decision in 
the m aking.

H is fixed desire to be­
com e that started  in 1996 
when he lost all hope o f  
ever jo in in g  the A m erican 
O lym pic team  after losing 
in the tria ls. The six-tim e, 
O re g o n  G o ld e n  G lo v e s  
C ham pion is now ready to 
m ake his pro-debut.

At 5 feet 11 inches and 
156 pounds, D avis will take 
on C hristopher Lucero from

Phoenix, A rizona who has a 
record o f  0 and 1.

The Davis vs. Lucero fight 
is sch ed u led  fo r F rid ay , 
March 30 at 6 p.m. at the 
Multnomah G reyhound Park 
in a match being billed as 
“ Ring Rage V III.”

Hosting the event is O r­
egon T rail P rom otions, a 
com pany run en tire ly  by 
women with a mission to pro­
vide a safe venue for local 
G olden G love b o x e rs  to  
carry on in a professional 
venue. They are one o f  the 
sta te’s first licensed boxing 
p ro m o te rs  in  a lm o s t 10

years. T h is year, O regon 
Trail Promotions plan to hold 
boxing m atches every three 
m onths. A nother Portland 
professional they hope to a t­
tract as a fighter is Stevie 
Forbes, a 23-year old IBF 
ligh tw eight cham pion ha il­
ing from  the K nott St. gym.

Reggie Davis got his start 
in am ateu r boxing at the 
M att D ishm an Com m unity 
C enter in N ortheast Port­
land w ith Lee Jenkins as his 
first tra iner. D avis prefers 
professional boxing because 
it su its h is natural fighting 
sty le: tak in g  the  tim e to

m ake solid shots instead o f  
rushing in with fast punches.

Currently training him are 
John Peters, Rudy G arza 
and Joe C ardello.

For D avis, tu rn ing  pro  
doesn ’t m ake him nervous. 
“ I am hungry and d e te r­
m ined to display my sk ills,” 
he said. He eagerly wants 
to show everyone the kind 
o f  high caliber, N orthw est 
boxing talent we have here. 
A nother goal o f  his is to be 
the first to “open the doors” 
for local boxers fighting in 
P o rtla n d  and  in  ca s in o s  
throughout the state.

Tiger Wins Players Championship
Bv Pete I acobelli,
A P  Sports W riter 

PONTE VEDRAB1ACT1,Fla - F o r ­
get the slump and bring on the Masters. 
T iger W oods held o ffa  late charge from 
Vijay Singh on M onday to capture The 
P layers C ham pionship , h is second 
straight vie tory after early season doubts. 

W oods lost a duel with Hal Sutton in

a  similar M onday finish a year ago. This 
time, W oods didn’t need m uch fight to 
finish two shots ahead ofM asters w inner

gust, kicking it before hitting again. He left 
w ith a tnple-bogey-7 —  his worst score 
o f  the w eek

H e got as close as two shots to W oods 
after an improbableeagleonthe 16th hole. 
Singh turned his putter sideways and 
used die toe to pop the ball o f f  the 
bulkhead and into the cup.

H e followed with his birdie on No. 17 
as W oods looked across to the patch o f  
land that is the course’s signature hole. 
Singh hadaputtofabout35 feetforbirdie 
on the final hole,butsentit lOfeetpastand 
m ade par.

”1 m ade one bad swing and that’s all 
it takes,” Singh said. Langer h a sn ’t w on 
in the U nited  States since the 1993 
M asters and  looked un likely  to  chal­
lenge, especially  after m issing a  par 
pu tt o n  the 1 Oth hole on  h is first stroke 
w hen  p lay  resum ed. R ain  delayed  the 
start o f  S unday’s round and  play  w as

suspended by  darkness.
H e m ade tw o straight b ird ies on  the

11 th and 12 th holes and w as on ly  tw o 
back  o f  W oods. B u t L an g er tru ly  
cou ldn ’t find the consistency to  keep 
up —  he had  five birdies and  three 
bogeys. K elly, pa ired  w ith  W oods, 
w ou ld ’ve been  the tou rnam ent’s m ost 
am azing story. 'The 34-year-old  never 
has w on in 175 PG A  T o u r events and

suddenly w as m atched  w ith W oods in 
the $6 m illion tournam ent.

Kelly, a  stroke behind w hen play 
stopped Sunday, opened by  driving 
into a left-side bunker o ff  the fairw ay 
and m issed a b ird ie  pu tt before W oods 
tapped in for a  tw o-shot lead. K elly ’s 
birdie on the 15th ho le  b rought h im  to 
12-under and th a t’s all the charge he 
had  left.
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Singhtotakeoneofthefew golfprizeshe 
didn’t already own.

Thevictory‘‘m eansm yslum p’sover,” 
said W oods, the unquestioned favorite 
at AugustaNational in two weeks. W oods 
had his second straight 66 and was at 15- 
under 273. Singh had a  68. Bernhard 
Langer w as tw o shots back after a  67. 
Littleknown Jerry Kelly hada73 and was 
four o ff  o f  Woods.

There w asn’t m uch magic in W oods ’ 
round, certainly none to m atch his twist­
ing 60-footerforbirdieonNo. 17’sisland 
green Saturday or the 90-foot eagle chip 
on the second hole Sunday that first gave 
him the lead. It didn’t matter as each 
challenge faltered.

W oods, w ho w on the U.S. Amateur 
here at 18 years old in 1994, w as pressed 
a bit w hen Singh recovered from a triple 
bogey on the 14th hole to go eagle-birdie 
on Nos. 16 and 17.

But mom ents after Singh hit his 10- 
foot birdie putt on the 17th, Woods 
tappedinforbirdieonthe 16thhole— he 
barely lipped out a  50-foot eagle p u tt—  
to restore his lead to tw o shots.

W oods scared the crow d and him self 
at the island hole, flying a  9-iron right o f  
the flag that spun perilously close to the 
water. B ut like everything M onday, it 
settled into the rough and W oods left 
withpar. ”1 executed the shotjust the w ay 
I wanted to, it slid a bit m ore in the wind,” 
W oods said.

O n the 18th, where W oods was in the 
w ater Saturday, he drove into the rough, 
chipped outand got dow n in two putts for 
the victory and the$ l ,080,000 firstprize.

Singh, a  Ponte Vedra Beach resident 
who regularly practices at the TPC at 
Sawgrass’ Stadium Course, seemed to 
have the m ost motivation and the sharp­
est game to chase W oods down. Singh’s 
M asters victory w as alm ost lost as 
W oods fashioned one o f  g o lfs  most 
amazing years with rune victories, includ­
ing theU .S.O pen,Bntish Open and PGA 
Championship.

Singh tied things at 13-under with his 
4 -footer for birdie on the 13th hole. But 
W oods made his own birdie moments 
lateron the 12thholefbraone-stroke lead. 
Singh’s chances ended for good, like so 
many on Pete D ye’s famous course, in 
th e  w ate r.

His drive on the 14th hole was a  wild 
swing that headed left into the water. It 
was probably the worst stroke all week for 
Singh.

Singh threw dow n his driver in dis-
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Friday, March 30, 2001
7 P.M.(Doors open a t 6 P.M.)

Multnomah Greyhound Park 
944 n.e. 223rd ave. 
Gresham, Oregon

Making His Pro Debut
6 Time Golden Gloves Champion

Reggie Davis

Front Row Ring Side
$50.00 $30.00

Preferred Standinq
Seating - Room
$20.00 $10.00

Tickets avai I ab I e a t a 11 
locations. For additional info 

c a ll 503-631-3421

Fighters are subject to  change 
and con tract Approval by the 

Oregon State Boxing Commission
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