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Four-A Tournament is an Oregon Showcase

Jefferson High School's Michael Lee leaves no doubt about it with a stam Junk in the opening 
game o f  the state 4A Tournament (Photo by David G iezyng/Portland O bserver)

Dunleavy: The Blazers Are 
Moving in Right Direction

(AP)— The Portland Trail Blazers, Dunleavy said. “You have to be in lute yes,” he said. “W hether I have

By Billy Moore 
For the Portland P e s k i er 

T he S tate  F our-A  B asketball T ournam ent got 
under w ay  th is  past w eek and on d isp lay  w as the 
le a d in g  s c o re r  in s ta te  4 -A  h is to ry , S alim  
Stoudam ire.

The L ake O sw ego senior eclipsed  the record set 
by  co lleg e  “P layer o f  the Y ear” and ou r s ta te ’s 
h ighest p ro -d ra ft choice to date, U C LA  and A ll- 
A m erican , R ichard  W ashington.

Salim  pu t on  a perform ance in gam e one against 
B enson th a t w as if  not the finest high school 
basketba ll gam e 1 ever w itnessed , it w as a th ing o f  
beau ty  as he passed , d rove and sho t h is w ay into 
our hearts. He scored 38 points in as 62-61 loss and 
d isp layed  a floo r gam e that w arran ted  him  being 
selected into the M cD onald’s A ll-A m erican Team, 
oops they m ade a m istake and left him  o f f  the team . 
W ell, duh , it rea lly  d o esn ’t m atte r at th is point 
anyw ay, h e ’s set to a tten d  U n iversity  o f  A rizona 
on a full b ask e tb a ll sch o larsh ip  and the w ay has 
been paved by  his first cousin, D am on Stoudam ire. 
(Y ou rem em ber him  d o n ’t you?)

Je fferso n , the  defend ing  cham pions, could  not 
do the ex p e c ted  repea t as a F our-A  cham pionship  
in a m uch  an tic ip a ted  rubber m atch  w ith  Benson 
Tech.

The D em os fell 83-72 end ing  a 51 in -sta te  w in­
ning streak  and  p rov ing  to  everyone that i t ’s awful 
hard  to b ea t a  good  b ask etb a ll team  three tim es in 
a row , even  w ith  a M cD onalds A ll-A m erican. 
B enson  led fo r m ost o f  the gam e and proved to 
everyone th a t you can  ea t at M cD o n a ld ’s but it 
d o esn ’t m ean  they  have  the b est bu rgers every 
n igh t.

O n th is n ig h t, D arren  C ooper, w ho grew  up on 
the sam e b lo c k  as A aron  M iles, ou tp layed  the 
K ansas-bound guard. He played like an A ll-A m eri­
can  o u tsco rin g  A aron  M iles 26-21. D o n ’t forget 
B enson  w as a very  ta len ted  basketba ll team  as 
w ell. L e t’s face it, the P .I.L . w as not as strong as 
w e hoped.

B enson  w as sho t dow n and ou tp layed  in all 
aspects o f  the sta te  title  gam e in th e ir  78-46 loss to 
a very  fine C hurch ill baske tba ll te a m .

C an w e b lam e the O .S . A. A. and its institutional 
racism  in the b racketing  fo r the loss o f  a coveted

Salim Stoudamire led his Lake Oswego team in the state tournament and 
finishes his high school career as Oregon's all-time leading scorer.

(Photo by David G iezyng/Portland O bserver)

back-to-back state title? I th ink not. In this case, Je fferson , w ho cou ld  not 
get past Benson, surely w ou ld ’ve had its hands and feet and legs full w ith 
a C hurchill team  that has size and ability . B enson w as no m atch and not 
even a M cD onald A ll-A m erican could have m ade a d ifference. D id som e­
body say M cD onalds?

The D em ocrats bounced back to take hom e the 3rd p lace trophy , 84-60 
against G rants Pass. A aron M iles set a tournam ent record  w ith  27 steals.

Coach M arshall H askins said, ”1 think we had a rem arkable run, our goal 
was to do som ething special at Jefferson  w hich I felt w e accom plished .”

So the A aron M iles/M ichael Lee basketba ll era com es to an end at 
Jefferson , both  p layers are K ansas bound. W e w ish  them  w ell and good 
luck.

mired in a season-long three-game los­
ing streak, took a step in the right 
direction with a meeting and a practice 
praised by coach Mike Dunleavy as 
the best he could remember.

Portland (42-21) lost to Vancouver 
twice during a four-day span last week, 
with a defeat to the San Antonio Spurs 
sandwiched in between.

“ It would really disappoint me if  we 
are not out there energy-wise, playing 
a g g re ss iv e ly  an d  d e fe n d in g ,” 
Dunleavy said. Dunleavy said that 
during the meeting before Sunday’s 
practice, he talked mostly about chang­
ing the team 's mental state.

“I f  you want to be a champion, you 
have to forget about making excuses,”

position to say, You know what? 
W hatever it is that I have to do to right 
the ship, I ’ve got to do it. I can’t worry 
about everybody else.’”

After practice, Dunleavy huddled 
with team leader Scottie Pippen for 
about 10 minutes. “I was just talking 
about what a good practice it was, and 
he was agreeing,” Dunleavy said. “We 
thought there was a lot o f  energy. It 
was a very positive step forward.”

Despite the losing streak, which has 
further strained a team already troubled 
by players grumbling about playing 
time, Dunleavy said he still has the 
players’ respect. “As far as how the 
players and I are getting along, and 
whether I have authority, is an abso-

respect for my players, that’s an abso­
lute yes. And as far as our guys quit­
ting on the season, that’s an absolute 
no.” Damon Stoudamire said the los­
ing streak has made the season feel too 
much like work, and that the team needs 
to start having fun again.

“Over the course o f  the last week, I 
haven’t seen anybody smile on the 
court, I haven’t seen any high-fives, 1 
haven’t seen any chest-bumping,” he 
said. “It’s become more like ajob for us. 
This shouldn’t be considered a job, 
and we have to approach it like that. 
W e’ve got to start having fun. Be­
cause when we have fun, we are mov­
ing the ball around and everybody is 
enjoying it.”
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JOIN THE JAMMIN 9 5 .5  NIKE 
CHARITY BASKETBALL TEAM

SATURDAY MARCH 17™ AT 7PM  
AT S.E.I. 3920 N. KIRBY, PORTLAND

Savory Green 
Beans Garden 
Potato Salad 

Rolls
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Your Choice 
White or 

Dark Meat
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g O jjQHomemade Desserts

Banana Pudding 
Peach Cobbler 

7UP
Cake $2.00

Will Deliver Dinners (4Minimum) 
249-8559/515-8152/309-7306
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IKE BIG BALLER
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CORY COUGARS
$3 Admission 

Children Under 8 FREE

Proceeds To The Joyce Washington Foundation 
Scholarship Fund.

Brought to you bu The Portland Observer Gl Joe’s and JAMMIN 95.5

Halftime Entertainment Provided by JAMMIN
95.5

W HICH INCLUDES BLAZER TICKETS PROVIDED BY NIKE.


