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Seeking to reshape the fed-
eral government according to
the dictates of his “compas-
sionate conservatism,” Presi-
dent Bush presented his first
budget to the American people

during his unofficial State of

the Union address.

He sought to convince the
public that federal compas-
sion can be achieved through
his plans for fiscal conserva-
tism. But the numbers don’t
add up.

The President’s demeanor
and tone was soothing, some-
times even jocular, and not
strident. That in itself is a wel-
come relief from the virulent
partisanship and “gotcha poli-
tics” of the 1990s.

I was encouraged when he
reiterated his determination to
improve the achievement lev-
els of children who have been
lagging behind academically.

I was glad that he recog-
nized the need to extend health
coverage to families that lack
it. And I look forward to con-
sidering the plans he instructed
Attorney General John
Ashcroft to devise to combat
the racial profiling of African
Americans, Hispanic Ameri-
cans, and Asian Americans
by police.

I trust that means that the
two-year-long efforts of a
board coalition including civil
right and civil liberties group,
and law enforcement organi-
zations to help the Justice De-

servatism shone through as
well and that quality is even
more apparent in his budget
plan.

Hugh B. Price

For one thing, he hasn’t
backed off proposing school
vouchers, which would exac-
erbate, not resolve, the prob-
lems of the millions of school
children most in need of edu-
cational help; and his budget
proposes a smaller increase
for education than even Con-
gress envisioned.

For another, the President’s
health plan relies on private
insurers to serve low-income
families. That reliance gives it
a very low chance of suc-
ceeding since private insurers
have never shown any eager-
ness to serve low-income
families.

There are several other ar-
eas of Mr. Bush’s budget that
are problematic. The most dra-
matic is his proposed $1.6 tril-
lion tax cut. This is a conser-

Letter to the Editor:
Black President Doubtful

Your recent article on a book by
L.C. Oddie that claims that John
Hanson, the first President of the U.S,
Assembled was of Swedish and black
descent! It would be wonderful ifthat
were true, but a brief amount of re-

search on the Internet casts serious
doubt to the claim. This claim has
been made before. There are no pho-
tographs or daguerreotypes of Presi-
dent John Hanson: the process had
not been invented by the time of his
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Attention

SENIORS

NEW FOR
SEMNIORS OMLY...

Safeway Senior
Shuttle Service!

Introducing a great new service for
our nesghborhood senior citizens
FREE grocery shopping “shuttle
service” to your nearby Ainsworth
ks & MLK Bivd Safeway Food & Drug
and Renaissance Market.. TWICE a
Month! On or around the 3rd and
15th of each month. This Service s
F‘REE to seniors age 60 and over
Servary sronghuidren and wonty
J{ PE'.N-"TLI; on the Shuttle of any e

SCHEDULF FLYER AT YOUR MLX BLVD
SAFEWAY and RENAISSANCE MARKET FOR
COMPLETE DETAILS!
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ing families benefit significantly.

scale; its mammoth size would
sabotage efforts to improve con-
ditions in impoverished commu-
nities for years to come.

l'he president’ plan would
benefit the wealthiest one per-
cent of Americans who would
snag 45 percent of the tax cut.
Their average reduction would
amount to $50,000 annually,
according to the Center for Tax
Justice, a liberal research group.

The majority of Americans,
that is, taxpayers in the lowest
60 percent of the income
scale, would get between 12
and 13 percent of tax cuts and
average an annual reduction
of $256, the organization said.

The Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, another lib-
erdl think tank, says that, con-
trary to the Administration’s
claim that people with the
smallest incomes will get the
highest percentage of the re-
ductions, 12 million families
with 24 million children, one
of every three children in the
United States, would receive
no tax reduction. About 75
percent of these are working
families.

Not surpassingly, this un-
fairness would fall most
heavily on people of color:
about 55 percent of African-
American children and 56 per-
cent of Hispanic children live
in families that would receive
nothing from the proposed tax
cut.
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SAVE up to $2.98 Ib. on 2

death! The photo you show in your
paper is from a painting.

I'm very anxious to read Mr.
Oddie’s book to see on what basis he
constructs his argument.

Thank-you for your good work at
the Portland Observer!

Kevin Kindschuh

Northeast Portland
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Safeway Club Price

: ' Simplicity
. Pattems

THE LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN THE WEST

March 13 through March 27, 2001

MAILER SALE!

(o OFF

Everything in the store
SPECIAL SALE

*+ Limit 6 per coupon * Valid 3/22/01 - 32501+ 4 d.a)-'s unl)

BE SURE TO CHECK OUR STORE FOR “MANAGER’S SPECMI.S"
*Discounts do not apply to previously discounted or marked down items. 3/13/01 thru 32701
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RETAIL - WHOLESALE

*700 S.E. 122nd Ave.
Portland, OR

(503) 252-9530

Visit our website at
www_fabricdepot.com

1-800-392-3376

FREE
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Thompson
Seedless
Grapes

Imported from Chile.

SAVE up to $1.22 Ib. Safeway Club Price

Ib.

Available at

wwwsafewa ycom
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Maruchan
Ramen

30z
Assorted vaneties
SAVE up to 80¢ on 12
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Starkist Chunk
Light Tuna

6-0z. Packed in water or Qil
Limit 4.

SAVE up to $2.16 on 4

4.1

Safeway Club Price
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