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Federal Compassion Equals Common Sense
B y H ugh B, P rice ,

P resident National U rban
L eague

Seeking to reshape the fed
eral governm ent according to 
the d ictates o f  his “com pas
sionate conservatism ,” P resi
dent Bush presented  his first 
budget to the A m erican people 
during his unofficial State o f 
the U nion address.

He sought to convince the 
public that federal com pas
sion can be achieved through 
his p lans for fiscal conserva
tism . But the num bers d o n ’t 
add up.

The P residen t’s dem eanor 
and tone was soothing, som e
tim es even jocu lar, and not 
strident. That in itse lf  is a w el
come re lie f  from the virulent 
partisanship  and “gotcha poli
tic s” o f  the 1990s.

I was encouraged when he 
reiterated  his determ ination to 
im prove the achievem ent lev
els o f  ch ildren  who have been 
lagging behind academ ically.

I was glad that he recog
nized the need to extend health 
coverage to fam ilies that lack 
it. And I look forw ard to con
sidering the plans he instructed 
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  Jo h n  
A shcroft to devise to com bat 
the racial p rofiling  o f  A frican 
A m ericans, H ispanic A m eri
cans, and A sian A m ericans 
by police.

I trust that m eans that the 
tw o -y ea r-lo n g  e ffo rts  o f  a 
board coalition including civil 
right and civil liberties group, 
and law enforcem ent o rgani
zations to help the Justice D e

partm en t dev ise  po lice  re 
form s will continue.

But President B ush’s con
servatism  shone through as 
well and that quality is even 
m ore apparent in his budget 
plan.

Hugh B. Price

For one th ing , he h asn ’t 
backed o ff  proposing school 
vouchers, which would exac
erbate, not resolve, the prob
lem s o f  the m illions o f  school 
children m ost in need o f edu
cational help; and his budget 
proposes a sm aller increase 
for education than even Con
gress envisioned.

For another, the P resident’s 
health  plan relies on private 
insurers to serve low-incom e 
fam ilies. That reliance gives it 
a very  low chance o f  suc
ceeding since private insurers 
have never shown any eager
ness  to  se rv e  low -in co m e 
families.

There are several other ar
eas o f  Mr. B ush’s budget that 
are problem atic. The most dra
m atic is his proposed $ 1.6 tril
lion tax cut. This is a conser

vative idea th a t’s not going to 
work, and to try to m ake it 
work would be patently  unfair 
at an individual and at a board 
scale; its mammoth size would 
sabotage efforts to improve con
ditions in impoverished commu
nities for years to come.

The president’ plan would 
benefit the wealthiest one per
cent o f Americans who would 
snag 45 percent o f  the tax cut. 
Their average reduction would 
amount to $50,000 annually, 
according to the Center for Tax 
Justice, a liberal research group.

The majority o f  Americans, 
that is, taxpayers in the lowest 
60 pe rcen t o f  th e  incom e 
scale, would get betw een 12 
and 13 percent o f  tax cuts and 
average an annual reduction 
o f $256, the organization said.

The C enter on Budget and 
Policy P riorities, another lib 
eral think tank, says that, con
trary to the A dm in istra tion ’s 
claim  that peop le  w ith the 
sm allest incom es w ill get the 
highest percentage o f  the re 
ductions, 12 m illion  fam ilies 
with 24 m illion children, one 
o f every three children in the 
U nited States, w ould receive 
no tax reduction. About 75 
percent o f these are w orking 
families.

Not surpassingly, this un 
f a irn e s s  w o u ld  fa ll  m o st 
heavily on people o f  color: 
about 55 percent o f  A frican- 
Am erican children and 56 per
cent o f  H ispanic children live 
in fam ilies that w ould receive 
nothing from the proposed tax 
cut.

in fam ilies that would receive 
nothing from the proposed tax 
cut. A program  that would pro
duce those consequences must

be charged . The P resid en t 
should revise his tax plans to 
ensure that low-income work
ing families benefit significantly.
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THE LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN THE WEST

M arch  13 th ro u g h  M arch  27 , 20 01

MAILER SALE!
*

Everything in the store
SPECIAL SALE

2 DAYS ONLY - MAR. 2.3rd & 24th

40%OFF
ALL FABRIC

LAtvntlvtl hours s.iturd.it -  o ,k  i i liM p in

Lim ited  to stock on hand!
FABRIC D EPO T C O U PO N

L e t te r  to  th e  E d ito r :
Black President Doubtful

Y our recent article on a book by 
L.C. O ddie that claim s that John 
Hanson, the first President o f  the U.S. 
Assembled was o f  Swedish and black 
descent! It would be wonderful ifthat 
were true, but a b rief am ount o f  re-

search on the Internet casts serious 
doubt to the claim. This claim  has 
been made before. There are no pho
tographs or daguerreotypes o f  Presi
dent John Hanson: the process had 
not been invented by the time o f  his

death! The photo you show in your 
paper is from a painting.

I ’m  very anxious to read Mr. 
O ddie’s book to see on w hat basis he 
constructs his argument.

Thank-you for your good w ork at 
the Portland Observer!

Kevin K indschuh
N ortheast P ortland

¡Simplicity $1 0 0  
■ Patterns JU y  y .

• Lim it 6  p e r  c o u p o n  • V alid  3 /2 2 /0 1  - 3 /2 5 /0 1  • 4 day* o n ly  j

BE SURE TO CHECK OUR STORE FOR “MANAGER’S SPECIALS”
•Discounts do nut apply to previously discounted or marked doan items 3/133)1 dim 3/273)1

RETAIL-WHOLESALE 
•700 S.E. 122nd Ave. 

Portland, OR
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Visit o u r  w ebsite  a t 
w w w .fabricdepo t.com
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SAFEWAY
F O O D  & DRUG

Attention
SENIORS
5)

NEW FOR 
SENIORS ONLY.. 

Safeway Senior 
Shuttle Service!

Introducing a great new service for 
our neighborhood senior citizens 

FREE grocery shopping shuttle 
A service to your nearby Ainsworth  

M LK  Blvd Safeway Food &  Drug  
f and Renaissance M arket. TW IC E  a 
f M onth! O n  or around the 3rd and 
1 15th of each m onth This Service is 

FREE to seniors age 6 0  and over 
P<Rn«Sr*Mon GrondriMMnen ond Wton 
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Fot More  
Information Call 

503 572 0812

Visit Safeway’s 
Web site at 

wwwsafeway.com

Available at 
Safeway:

PRICES EFFECTIVE MARCH 200,

n  corren a* pnrwd «non C 200) Sriraa* Store* me On Buy Ore Gal Ore 
6 w  txxb Mm* mull be purdrered The lower >$ then free

Safeway Brand 
Corned Beef
Brisket FREE
Flat Cut. OF EQUAL 0* LESSER VALUE
SAVE up to $2.98 lb. on 2 Safeway Club Price

3-oz.
Assorted varieties
SAVE up to 80c on 12

12?1
Safeway Club Price

Mainehan
Ramen

■H

Thompson
Seedless
Grapes
Imported from Chile.
SAVE up to $1.22 lb. Safeway Club Price

Starkist Chunk 
Light Tuna
6-oz. Packed in water or Oil 
Limit 4
SAVE up to $2.16 on 4

4?1
Safeway Club Price

Now the savings are in the Card!

newseportlandobserver.com
mailto:sribecitotion@portlandotoervw.cam
mailto:ads@portlandobserver.com
s.iturd.it
http://www.fabricdepot.com
wwwsafeway.com

