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Portland Public Schools Super-
intendent Benjamin O. Canada,
Ph.D., has announced that the dis-
trict will reviseitsmethod fordevel-
opingplans forindividual students’
educational needs.

“We will continue to indi-
vidually assess students as we
have always done,” said
Canada, “but I want to explore
with teachers and principals,
alternative ways to tailor in-
struction to individual student
needs and to share that infor-
mation with parents.”

While students are formally

tested in most grades, last fall,
the district mandated that Indi-
vidual Instruction Plans be pre-
pared foreachchild in grades 2,
7 and 9 who fell below bench-
mark the previous year.

The purpose ofthe plans was
tooutline strategies the teacher
would use to bring the child to
benchmark and to share that
information with parents. But
the plans caused controversy
because few teachers and prin-
cipals were involved in design-
ing them and in many cases
they duplicated work already

Angels of Care:
10 Years of Helping

unique team of so

cial workers, nurses,

counselors and
chaplains has just celebrated
10 years of helping patients
and families cope with life
threatening illness.

The Supportive Care Team
at Providence Portland Medi-
cal Center helps with pain man-
agement, spiritual and emo-
tional care, grief counseling

A death in the family is a
traumatic experience, but pa-
tient families say the Support-
ive Care Team is enormously
helpful in coping.

People who would like ad-
ditional information about the
Providence Portland Medical
Center Supportive Care Team
can contact Al Williams at
(503)215-6165.

Supportive Care Team Manager Al Williams comforts a patient in the
Respiratory Unit at Providence Portland Medical Center.

and ethical issues about end-
of-life care.

“We help patients and fami-
lies come to terms with a life
ending and help them realize
what it means,” said Team
Manager Al Williams, a li-
censed clinical social worker.

Lou Libby, M.D., a
pulmonologist who often re-
fers patients to the team, says
the group is “indispensable.”
When a medical emergency
brings a patient to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, the Supportive
Care Team are the unexpected
angels of care to patients and
families,” said Libby.

Valued as much by doctors
and nurses as patients and
families, the Supportive Care
Team teaches pain manage-
ment classes to new nurses

and helps facilitate ethical dis-
cussions between doctors and
patients' families.

“Sometimes it’s difficult for
families to make decisions
about caring for a family mem-
ber who is dying,” Williams
said. “We are the objective
party in the conversation.”

Other local hospitals are be-
ginning to emulate the team’s
patient care model, particu-
larly in the area of emotional
support for families.

Information about the

team’s effectiveness has
spread even as for as Japan,
with health care workers from
that country recently visiting
the team at Providence Port-
land Medical Center to learn
more end-of-life care.

Student Instruction
Plans Under Review

being done.

“We have learned,” stated
Canada. “I have listened to
teachers and principals. While
there were positive and nega-
tive aspects linked to the Indi-
vidual Instruction Plans, I be-
lieve that together we can craft
a process that better meets the
needs of students, parents and
teachers.

Canada said the district’s
overall goal of increasing the |
academic performance of all '
students will continue to be the |

focus ofthe district discussions. |
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Legacy Health System
to Expand Burn Center

(AP) I'he Oregon Burn
Center at Legacy Emanuel Hos-
pital is seeking donations for a
planned $5 million facelift to
add rooms and upgrade equip-
ment.

Legacy Health Systems offi-
cials say the center has out-
grown the 5,000-square-foot
space it has occupied since its
founding in 1977. The unit has
12 beds in seven rooms. The
center has little space for visi-
tors, and patients don’t have
much privacy.

The burn center, the only one
of its kind between Seattle and

Oregon Declares War

Oregon's Weed Board has offi-
cially declared English Ivy — a
“botanical barbarian™ —anoxious
weed.

"English ivy has left the resi-
dences and is invading the forests

it is out of control,” said Dan
Hilburn, a member of the seven-
person Weed Board, which ad-
vises the Oregon Department of
Agriculture.

"English Ivy is a botanical bar-
barian. It’s the single most serious
threat we have in Oregon,” said
Sandra Diedrich, director of
Portland’s Forest Park Ivy Re-
moval Project. Thedecision, which
follows a seven-year campaign
againstthe plant, won’t exactly put

it out of existence. But the desig-"

nation is critical, because it can be
followed by placementonthestate’s
quarantine list. Quarantined weeds

areillegal to sell orimportormove
about. The state’s Department of
Agriculture will considerivy’scom-
mercial fate — whether it’s quar-
antined — this fall. Ivy’s classifi-
cation as a noxious weed makes
available state funds with whichto
research its eradication.

Among the possibilities: germ
warfare with a yetunidentified bac-
terial or fungal pathogen. English
ivy joins 99 plants on a state list of
botanical miscreants that includes
Himalayan blackberry, Scotch
thistle and poison hemlock. Ivy’s
dark green leaves and its aristo-
cratic heritage may make it look
regal and pretty, but don’t be
fooled. Thecreeperloves Oregon,
where it has no natural enemies. It
needs little sunlight. It loves mild,
wet climates. English ivy jumps
garden borders, spreading across

Sacramento, Calif., served an
average of 269 people annually
for the past three years. About
a third of the patients are chil-
dren, and one of five patients is
injured by fire or electrical burns
in the workplace.

A small but growing fraction
are patients with wounds not
caused by burns, but by tissue-
destroying skin infections.

Legacy will invest $2 million
in the expansion, and its chari-
table foundation has pledged $1
million. Legacy is asking Or-
egon residents and businesses
to donate the remaining $2 mil-

lion.

Pledges already exceed
$800,000. Labor union leaders
and power industry executives
have taken a leading role in rais-
ing money for the center.

The center treats about 10
electric power workers annu-
ally who are injured on the job in
Oregon and Washington.

“This wondrous place in fact
saved their lives,” said Doug
Shaffer, a Portland General
Electric technician and member
ofthe International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers Local
125.

on English Ivy

forest floors, smothering and kill-
ing ferns, shrubs and other plants
that support elaborate ecosystems
and provide feeding opportunities
forwildlife.

It then climbs and wraps trees,
choking off light and air. And
Oregon’sanimals findivy'sleaves
unpalatable — in the case of song-
birds, ivy's leaves and berries are
toxic. There are a few birds that
can tolerate ivy’s berries, among
them starlings and house finches.
But this is not good news. The
birds distribute the plant’s seeds
formiles around, multiplyingivy’s
rip.

As a result, half of Portland’s
urban forests and natural areas are
infested. In Portland’s 4,800-acre
Forest Park, for example, volun-
teersarmed with shovels and shears
go out each week to rip out vines

and sever shoots that climb tree
trunks. Their goal: to create ivy-
free buffers around trees.

Diedrich, whose organization
formed in 1994 to lead the Portland
charge against the invader, had
lobbied hard for the noxious weed
designation and is thrilled by the
board’s action, which was taken
last week.

"There are people who told me
this would never happen,” she said.
“I'm ecstatic.” Others aren’t so
pleased. Although only 20 of the
1,400 members of the Oregon As-
sociation of Nurserymen grow En-
glishivy, hundreds of garden-sup-
ply businesses sell it.

"We sell English ivy, and we’ll
continue to sell English ivy,” said
Mallory Gwynn, asalesmanat Al's
Garden Center in Woodburn.
“People ask forit.”

Seminar Looks at Dementia and Aging

Fred C. Miller, head psychology
instructorat PCC Cascade, will speak
at a health seminar Saturday, March
10at 10a.m. atthe Ainsworth United
Church of Christ.

Miller is currently in charge of the
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Safeway Senior
Shuttle Service!

Introducing a great new service for
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15th of each month. This Service is
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PRICES EFFECTIVE MARCH 2001

Beef Bottom
Round Roast

Or Boneless Rump Roast.
SAVE up to $3.29 Ib. on 2

African American Dementia and
Aging Project and 1s attempting to
identify 100 A frican Americans over
the age of 65 to assess their risk
factors for stroke and cognitive func-
tions. Information about this project
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BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
Safeway Club Price

will be givenat the seminaralong with
ideas for decreasing stress in our
daily lives.Dr. Jeffrey Kaye, Director
of Aging and Alzheimer’s Disease
Center at OHSU will speak on
Alzheimer’s Diseaseat 10:30a.m.

Snow Star

Ice Cream

Half Gallon. Vanilla,
Chocolate, Neapolitan,
Butter Crunch or
Chocolate Chip. Limit 2.
(Includes 1 Free)

SAVE up to $2.79 on 2

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

Safeway Club Price

Joe Inglesby from Mt. Hood Col-
lege will speak on “Understanding
Our Daily Leisure and Recreation”.

The publicis invited. Lunch will be
served. Attendees are asked to RSVP
by Friday by calling 503-284-8767.

Available at
Safeway

New York
™ Steak

Z5 " Bonedn Valu Pack

#

5 or More Steaks
SAVE up to $1.00 Ib.

99
Ib
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Safeway Club Price |

5-Ib. Bag California
Navel Oranges or

Washington Fuji and
Red Delicious Apples

Mix or Match
SAVE up to $2.98 on 2

Safeway Club Price




