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he Blazers have put the spotlight on
seven local Afrncan Amencan heroes

Each individual was chosen based on
their dedication and service to the com
munity, as well as their commtment to
making a difference to individual lives
every day

I'he honoreesrecerved $500 todonate
to the charity of their choice. In addition,
the Blazers donated $5,000 toscholarship
funds at “Bridge Builders™ and **Links,”
two local Afncan Amencan orgamza-
nons

T'he first honoree, Ron Hermdon, has
been the director ofthe Albina Head Start
program since 1975 and 1s the current
president of the National Head Start
Association. Heisa formerteacher, coun-
selor, college instructorand VISTA vol
unteer. He also had a hand in founding
many community-based organizations
including the Black Education Center,
Black UnitedFront, Oregon HumanRights
Rainbow Coalition, Black United Fund,
NE Community Development Corp.,
Youth Gang Task Force and the NE
Economic Development Alliance. Healso
helped develop the National Head Start
I'maining Academy at Texas Tech Uni-
versity.

Andrew Shoals, student body presi-
dent at Grant High School, was the sec-
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ond of the seven individuals honored
dunng the celebration of Black History
Month. Shoalsmaintammsa 3.94 GPAand
isranked 32nd inaseniorclassof407. He
isamemberof SUPERSAC, anadvisory
council of students that report to the
dismct supenntendent, sings with the
Royal Blues, Grant's elite performance
choir, isamemberofthe GrantJazz Band
and has participated in numerous stage
productions at the school. Shoals 1s also
the vice president of Perspective Gents,
an organization for Afncan Amencan
youth that performs community service

Rosie Dean has been a Trail Blazer in
her own right for years. In 1987 she
opened Donis’ Café with the goal of cre-
atinga few jobs forneighborhoodkids. In
the last i 3 years, she’s becomeacommu-
nity advocate, hired and trained disad-
vantaged kids and is known for her tradi-
tionofdelivering Thanksgivingmealsto
hundreds of elderly and handicapped
residents.

Anthony *“T" Dixon truly believes in
giving back tothe community s children;
he’sdedicated his life’s work to1t. Dixon
works at the Albertina Kerr Center for
severely abusedchildren. Heis atrue gift
to Albertina Kerr, the kids are inspired by
his actions, emulating him and even act-
ingoutjustto hang out withhiminthetime

Willie Mae Hart

out room. Dixon is also a foster parent to
four boys.

Randy Corradine is the current Boys
& Girls Clubs of Portland Youth of the
Year. Amemberofthe Boys & GirlsClubs
since he was seven, he is their youth
ambassador for the entire organization.
Last year, hc helped lead the Blazers
Community Builders Youth Corps
donating $10,;000tochanties oftheclubs’
choosing and helped in several commu-
nity service projects. Corradine helped

raise his youngersiblings with the help of

his grandmother while maintaining hon-
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Mark Hatfield was behind the bill. Willie
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oresidentofthe Keys Lead sht years, dedicating her life to helping Mae was one of hundreds of African
ship Club, and Pt he B ids who are the victims of physicaland ~ AmericanswhodrovetoSaleminacara-
& GirlsClubs il wtional abuse and neglect. To date, van to support the hill, and was there
national leadershi s cared for nearly 72 children whenitpassed. Hartis involved involun-

Angela Jefl WillieMae Hart. an85-year-oldnorth- teer and church organizations, and re-
vhere hundred Portland resident, remembers the mains active in the community.

he Oregon Legislaturemadeitillegal Each of the seven honorees is making

adifference today, everyday, in the Port-
land community
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Advertisement For Bids
The Metropolitan ¢ wtion Commission (MERC) is solic-
iting written bids r services at the Oregon Convention
Center, Portland Cent r the Performing Arts and Portland Exposi-
tion Center
The successful bidder will be responsible for providing all services
outlined in the attached Request for Bids packet. Terms of the con-
tract shall be for three (3) years, with MERC-held options to extend for
two (2) additional temn fone (1) year each.
All bids are to be made he attached Pricing Sheet. All bids are
due into the MERC Administrative Office, Attn: Joe Barrett, at 777 NE
Martin Luther King ; ., Portland, Oregon 97232, no later than
11:00 am Pacific time on March 16, 2001. Any bids mailed or couriered
must arrive in the MERC offices no later than 11:00 am Pacific time
on March 16, 2001. No faxed or email bids will be accepted.

Begin your Tri-Met career with this
entry level position. You will as-
sist Finance Administration, Finan-
cial Services, Financial Analysis
and the Grants Management de-
partments with various clerical
duties, including filing, photocopy-
ing, telephone back-up coverage
and other general duties.

Requirements:

High school education or equiva-
lent.

One year's experience in general
office tasks.

Or any equivalent combination of
experience and training.

Excellent benefit package and hir-
ing range of $9.26-$11.12.12/
hour.

Qualified candidates must submit
a Tri-Met application and resume
no later than March 2™ to the Hu-
man Resources Dept.,

4012 SE 17" Ave., Portland, OR
97202. You may call (503) 962-
7635 for information or visit our
website at http://tri-met.org/
jobs/.

How we get there matters.
Tri-Met is an equal opportunity

Development Director
Western States Center is seeking
an experienced development pro-
fessional with a successful
fundraising track record to plan,
implement and manage
fundraising strategies and cam-
paigns. The successful candidate
will be a passionate fundraiser,
possessing excellent communica-
tion skills. This is senior manage-
ment position in a fast growing,
progressive organization with an
annual budget in excess of $1.3
million. Excellent benefits. Salary
$40,000-$45,000.

Send resume and cover letter to:
Administrative Director,
Western States Center,

PO Box 40305,
Portland, OR 97240,

Advertisein
The Portland

Observer
call 288-0033



mailto:news@Dortlandobserver.com
mailto:hrdonmat@warnerpacific.edu
http://hr.uoregon.edu/
http://www.stay-home-profit.com
http://tri-Jnel.org/

