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De la Rúa Designa Nuevo Ministro de Economia
B u e n o s  A ire s  (D P A /E fe )  E l 

p residen te  argen tino . F em an d o  de  la 
Rúa, confirm ó la designación del hasta 
ay er m in is tro  d e  D efen sa . R icardo  
L ópez M urphy, com o  el nuevo  titu lar 
de E conom ía  en  reem p lazo  de José  
L uis M achinea, q u ien  renunció  el 
pasado  viernes.

L uego  de  la incertidum bre  que 
generó  la espera du ran te  48 horas de  
una defin ic ión  sob re  los cam bios en 
el gabinete, D e la R úa envió  esta tarde 
un  m e n sa je  tra n q u iliz a d o r a lo s 
m e r c a d o s  f i n a n c i e r o s  y  a la  
pob lac ión , en  un  año  signado  p o r las 
e lecciones leg isla tivas de  octubre

p r ó x im o  q u e  c o n d ic io n a r á n  la  
segunda  parte  de su gobierno.

E l p r e s id e n te  a s e g u r ó  la  
c o n t in u id a d  d e l  p la n  d e  
co n v ertib ilidad  y paridad  cam biaría , 
y  el cum plim iento de los com prom isos 
e x te r n o s  y lo s  a c u e rd o s  c o n  
o rgan ism os m ultilaterales.

L ópez  M urphy , de  tendenc ia  lib
eral, acep tó  el cargo  tras m antener 
u n a  e x te n s a  r e u n ió n  c o n  e l 
m andatario  en  la residencia  oficial de 
O livos, luego de a r r i b a r  de un viaje 
a F rancia .

En D efensa asum irá el hasta ahora 
secre ta rio  general de P residencia , el

abogado  rad ical H oracio  Jaunarena , 
q u ien  ya  e je rc ió  el cargo  du ran te  la 
gestión  del entonces m andatario  Raúl 
A lfonsín (1983-1989). Su lugarpodria 
ser ofrec ido a un m iem bro del Frepaso, 
el p rinc ipal socio  de la U n ión  C ív ica  
R adical en  la A lianza o fic ia lis ta  que  
gobierna.

. El m andata rio  no qu iso  co n firm ar 
po r ahora  o tros cam bios en su equ ipo  
de  gob ierno , decis ión  que ad op ta rá  
du ran te  la sem ana, pese  a que  el je fe  
del G ab inete , C hrystian  C o lom bo , 
hab ía  ped ido  a todos los m in is tro s  y 
altos funcionarios que  pusie ran  su  
renunc ia  a  d isposición .

D e la R úa d estacó  que  L ópez 
M urphy tiene p robados m éritos en  el 
á m b ito  económ ico , al tiem po  que 
Jaunarena conoce m uy b ien  e l á rea  
por su experiencia  anterior.

El m andatario  ra tificó  su  firm e 
d e c is ió n  d e  c u m p l i r  c o n  lo s  
c o m p r o m is o s  a s u m id o s  c o n  
o rg a n is m o s  m u l t i la te r a le s  y  e l  
a cu e rd o  co n  e l F o n d o  M o n e ta r io  
In te rn ac io n a l (F M I) q u e  c o n so lid a  
e l b l i n d a j e  q u e  g a r a n t i z a  la  
c a p a c id a d  fin a n c ie ra  d e l p a ís  p a ra  
e n f r e n ta r  las o b lig a c io n e s  d u ra n te  
este  añ o  y  2 0 02 . L ó p ez  M u rp h y  
tam b ién  se  c o m p ro m e tió  a c u n i p l i r

estrictam ente con el programa
e c o n ó m i c o  y a  p r e s e n t a d o  y 
r e s p e ta r  n u e s t ro s  c o m p ro m is o s  
f irm ad o s . M a c h in e a  re n u n c ió  el 
v ie rn e s  p a sad o , lu e g o  de  q u in c e  
m e se s  de  g e s tió n , a n te  las fu e r te s  
p re s io n e s  de  d iv e rso s  s e c to re s  de  
la e c o n o m ía  a rg e n tin a  p o r  la  fa lta  
d e  p o lí tic a s  a c tiv a s  p a ra  im p u lsa r  
la  re a c tiv a c ió n , lu eg o  d e  m ás  de 
d o s  a ñ o s  d e  r e c e s i ó n  y 
e s ta n c a m ie n to .

P o r su  lad o , H o ra c io  Ja u n a re n a  
fue d esig n ad o  co m o  nu ev o  m in is tro  
de  D efen sa . E l n u e v o  t i tu la r  d e  la 
c a r te ra  de  D e fe n sa  e s  u n  h o m b re  
lig ad o  d e sd e  h ace  c e rc a  d e  v e in te  
añ o s a lo s a su n to s  m ili ta re s  de 
A rg e n tin a .

L a  é p o c a  q u e  le  to c ó  v iv i r  a 
J a u n a r e n a  e n  e l M in is te r io  d e  
D e fen sa  fue la  p e o r  en  la re c ie n te  
h is to r ia  a rg e n t in a , a  c a u s a  d e l 
m a le s ta r  que ex is tía  en  los cua rte le s

President of Argentina Asks Cabinet to Resign
B U E N O S  A IR E S , A rgentina —  

President Fernando D e la R ua asked 
his entire C abinet to subm it their resig
nations on  Saturday, a day after his 
econom y m inister abruptly  stepped 
dow n, spark ing  a political crisis. A c
cord ing  to  a governm ent statem ent. 
C h ie f  o f  S ta ff C hrystian  C olom bo 
“ asked all o f  the C abinet levels m inis
ters and secretaries to step dow n to 
facilitate a reshuffling o fthe  C abinet.”

D e la R ua’s spokesm an confirm ed 
tha t E conom y  M in iste r Jose L uis 
M achinea, the architect o f  A rgentina’s 
austerity  plan, had subm itted his res
ignation late Friday am id  rising dissat
isfaction w ith a  tepid turaround from a 
tw o-year econom ic slum p.

Spokesm an R icardo Ostuni said 
M achinea w ould  stay  on until a  suc
cessor could  be nam ed Sunday. It w as

the b iggest political crisis o f  D e la 
R ua’s tw o-party ruling coalition  since 
his vice president, C arlos A lvarez, re
signed last O ctober and m arked  an
o ther b low  to a country m ired  in  a 
financial crisis. The fresh political tur
moil com es only weeks after A rgentina 
secured a $40-billion bailout p lan from 
international lenders. B ut spending 
cuts and o therausterity  m easures have 
yet to trigger econom ic revival.

A rgen tina’s largest daily  new spa
per, C larin, reported on its w ebsite that 
C abinet C hiefC hiystian  C olom bo had 
requested all m inisters and C abinet- 
level secretaries subm it their resigna
tions. T he report said C olom bo had 
acted  at the request o f  D e la R ua and 
that the m ove w as needed to  leave the 
president w ith full “ freedom  o f  m ove
m ent to reorganize his cabinet. ’ ’ Cronica

TV  and others also reported the an
nouncem ent am id a second day ofla te- 
night m eetings betw een the president 
and his top  aides at his residence in 
O liv o s , a  B u en o s  A ire s  su b u rb . 
M achinea has com e under m ounting 
criticism  for no t doing enough to  re
v ive the econom y, now  m ired  in a 
nearly  th ree-year recession. N ew s o f  
h is p en d in g  re s igna tion  su rp rised  
econom ists and analysts and cam e 
after financial m arkets closed Friday. 
In D ecem ber, M achinea helped secure 
a $39.7 billion em ergency aid package 
from  the International M onetary Fund 
to  bo lster the ailing econom y and  help 
A rgentina avoid defaulting on  its hefty 
foreign deb t obligations.

B ut negative econom ic indicators 
last m onth signaled arecovery  w as still 
ou t o f  reach, m aking international in

vestors jittery . T he upheaval raised 
new  questions about the future o f  the 
badly tattered ru ling  alliance, m ade up 
De la R u a’s R adical Party and  center- 
left m em bers o f  his Frepaso coalition 
partners. T hat alliance w as battered  by 
the resignation o f  the v ice president 
last year. M eanw hile, presidential aides 
had no com m ents on possib le succes
sors to Machinea, saying meetings would 
continueSunday.“W eshouldhavesom e 
definition Sunday” said Ostuni, speak
ing with reporters in Olivos. Current De
fense M inister Ricardo Lopez, w ho cut 
short a  trip out o f  the country, is among 
thepossiblechoices. A tOlivos, thepresi- 
dent was reported to be meeting with a 
steady stream ofpolitical leaders, includ
ing his interiorministerFederico Storani, 
as well as his brother, Justice M inister 
Jorge D e la Rua.
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Glosario
Glossary

24 de febrero -  February 24 
ámbito -  field, scope 
a r r ib a r - to  arrive 
avanza - advance
causa del m alestar -  cause of 

the discomfort
cumplir estrictamente- strictly 

carry-out
derrocado presidente Joseph 

Estrada -  overthrow president Jo
seph Estrada

diez mil delegados-10,OOOdel- 
egates

dos años de recesión -  two years 
o f recession

El Gobierno de Filipinas -  The 
government of the Philippines

enfrentar - confront 
etapa -  stage 
fin de semana -end  of the week 
haUazgo - discovery 
los mercados financieros -  the 

financial markets
márgenes del rio Amazonas 

margins of the Amazon river 
marítimos y aéreos -  maritime 

and aerial
ministro de Defensa -  minister 

ofDefense
ninguna - nobody 
paquete-packet 
pescador- fisherman/woman 
polvo bianco -  white dust 
río Amazonas -  Amazon river 
sabia - learned
suroeste del estado -  southeast 

o f  the state
tercer -  third party 
recobrar fuerzas -  recover 

strength
tres mil kilómetros -3,000kilo

meters
vivo aqui y moriré aquí - 1 i ver 

here and die here

Learn Spanish 
reading the 

news
The Portland Observer’s 

commitment tocultural diver
sity includes the encourage
ment of a multi-lingual soci
ety. Readers can learn Span
ish on this page by reading 
the words and phrases in bold 
print and gaining understand
ing o f its meaning with this 
companion glossary.

Zapatistas toman fuerzas en una reunión indígena
N urío (D PA ) La caravana de 

24 altos m andos de la guerrilla 
zapatista que av an za  hacia la 
capital iniciará hoy la últim a 
e tap a  de su viaje de tre s  m il 
k iló m etro s , luego de r e c o b ra r

fu e rza s  este fin de sem an a  en 
el te r c e r  C ongreso N acional 
Indígena.

L o s j e f e s  d e l E jé rc i to  
Z a p a t is ta  de  L ib e ra c ió n  
N acional (EZLN ), encabezados

por el subcom andante M arcos, 
se encuentran en N urío, en el 
estado de M ichoacán, donde el 
C ongreso  reu n ió  a d iez  m il 
d e le g a d o s  e in v i ta d o s  
especiales.

CAFE, SALOON and ROCK & R O LL  H O TE L

HOTEL 
ROOM RATES

Queen $45 
Full $35 
Bunk $25

Europcan-style lodging 
with shared baths. y
Room rates are the 
same for single or 
double occupancy.

, Add 11.5% county room tax.

F o r in fo rm a t io n  call to ll- f re e

I-866-27I-3377
or from Portland 503-335-8900

McMENAMINS WHITE EAGLE
836 NORTH RUSSELL • PORTE \Nl) • (503) 282-6810 
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Ex presidente Estrada 
niega intento de huida

M anila(R euters) - E l G o b ie rn o d e  
F il ip in a s  d ijo  que ordenó  a  la po lic ía  
b loquear en  puertos m a r ít im o s  y 
a é r e o s  c u a lq u ie r  in te n to  d e l 
derrocado  presidente Jo seph  E strada  
de hu ir del país para e v ita r  un posible 
e n ju ic ia m ie n to  p o r  su  p re s u n to

saq u eo  d e  la econom ía . Pero E strada 
rechazó  las im putaciones.

T odo  eso  son  rum ores, d ijo  en  una 
entrevista. Lo he d icho u n a  y  o tra vez, 
nací aquí, vivo a q u í y  m o r iré  aqu i. N o 
tengo  n in g u n a  in tención  de irm e de 
m i país. N o m e fugare.

Pescador halla cocaína 
flotando en el Amazonas

Río de Janeiro (Efe) Un pescador 
brasileño encontró 28 kilos de 
cocaína flotando en el rio 
Amazonas, aunque al principio no 
sabía qué podía ser aquel polvo 
blanco, informó la prensa local.

Raim undo Chaves estaba 
recogiendo m adera en los

m árgenes del río  A m azonas, 
cuando vio un paquete de plástico 
flotando. El hallazgo ocurrió el 24 
de febrero cerca de la ciudad de 
Santarem , en el su ro este  del 
estado amazónico de Pará, pero 
recién se dio a conocer este fin de 
semana.

Census Bureau: Hispanics 
Lag in Education

W ASHINGTON (AP) —  Hispanic 
adults overall are far less likely than non- 
Hispanics to be high school o r college 
graduates, and wide differences exist for 
subgroups within the Hispanic popula
tion as well, the Census Bureau says. 
Twenty-three percent o f  Cuban-Amen- 
cansage25andover had at least bachelor's 
degree, a new Census Bureau report 
being released Tuesday shows. The re
sults are from a survey collected by the 
bureau in March 2000, and are not results 
from the 2000 census. Among Central 
and South Americans, 17.4% ofthose25 
and older graduated from college, along 
with 13% o f  Puerto Ricans, and 6.9%  o f  
Mexicans in the country.

Analysts attribute the disparity to a 
variety o f  reasons: Cuban-American im 

migrants tend to be older and make more 
money In addition, many Cubans who 
arrived in the United States over the past 
several decades came forpolitxral asylum 
and with a higher level o  feducation, while 
many Mexican-Americans immigrated to 
take low-payingjobs and had less educa-

tional achievement, said Raul Gonzalez, 
education policy analyst with the N a
tional Council o f  La Raza, the nation’s 
largest Latino civil rights organization. 
However, analysts pointed out that His
panic adults overall still hada lower lev els 
o f  educational achievement than non- 
Il ispanics:

10.6% ofall Hispanics 25 and 
older had at least a bachelor’s degree, 
compared w ith25.6% ofthe overall U.S. 
population 25 and older and 28.1% o f  
non- H tspanic whi tes within the same age 
group. 57.0%  o f  Hispanic adults were 
graduates o f  high school or had higher 
education, compared with 84.1% o f  all 
Americans and 88.4%  o f  non-Hispanic 
whites.

A dvocacy groups hope the Bush 
administration will help close those 
achievement gaps, said Marisa Demeo, a 
lawyerwiththeM exican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund. H ispan- 
ics, who can be ofany race, are projected 
to pass non-H ispanic blacks as the 
nation’s largest minority group next year

Im agine this: You're proud o f the  
children you raised. Your grandkids 
are talented and beautiful, too. The 
reality of retirement has finally arrived 
and it's even better than the fantasy

ou have family behind you.
You couldn't have done it w ithout 
family behind you  American Family 
Mutual Insurance. When it comes to 
yo u r future, over 70 years in the  
insurance business is experience you 
can trust With over six million policies 
in an operating area of 14 states and 
a consistent rating of A+ (Superior) 
from insurance rating authority A M .

Best we've got the kind 
of stability that invites you 
to  relax. A nd  isn't tha t 
precisely what you had in 
mind? So, call today and 
talk to a helpful, friendly 
agent. Then dive right in. 
We ll be close behind you.

AMERICAN FAMIOT i = I
WTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE '

All Your Protection Under One Roof.
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and Its Subsidiaries. Madison. Wt 53783-0001 www.amfam.com
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