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De la Rua Designa Nuevo Ministro de Economia

Buenos Aires (DPA/Efe) El
presidente argentino, Fernando de la
Rua, confirmé ladesignaciondel hasta
ayer ministro de Defensa, Ricardo
Lépez Murphy, como el nuevo titular
de Economia en reemplazo de José
Luis Machinea, quien renuncioé el
pasado viernes

Luego de la incertidumbre que
genero la espera durante 48 horas de
una definicién sobre los cambios en
el gabinete, De la Ruaenvio esta tarde
un mensaje tranquilizador a los
mercados financieros v a la

poblacién, en un afio signado por las

elecciones legislativas de octubre

proximo que condicionaran la
segunda parte de su gobierno

El presidente asegurd la
continuidad del plan de
convertibilidad y paridad cambiaria,
y el cumplimiento de los compromisos
externos y los acuerdos con
organismos multilaterales

Lopez Murphy, de tendencia lib-
eral, acepto el cargo tras mantener
una extensa reuniéon con el
mandatario en la residencia oficial de
Olivos, luego de arribar de un viaje
a Francia.

En Defensa asumira el hastaahora

secretario general de Presidencia, el

abogado radical Horacio Jaunarena,
quien ya ejercié el cargo durante la
gestion del entonces mandatario Radl
Alfonsin(1983-1989). Su lugarpodria
serofrecido aun miembro del Frepaso,
el principal socio de la Union Civica
Radical en la Alianza oficialista que
gobierna.

El mandatario no quiso confirmar
por ahora otros cambi1os en su equipo
de gobierno, decisién que adoptara
durante la semana, pese a que el jefe
del Gabinete, Chrystian Colombo,
habia pedido a todos los ministros y
altos funcionarios que pusieran su
renuncia a disposicion.

De la Ria destacd que Lopez
Murphy tiene probados méritos en el
ambito econémico, al tiempo que
Jaunarena conoce muy bien el area
por su experiencia anterior.

El mandatario ratificé su firme
decision de cumplir con los
compromisos asumidos con
organismos multilaterales y el
acuerdo con el Fondo Monetario
Internacional (FMI) que consolida
el blindaje que garantiza la
capacidad financiera del pais para
enfrentar las obligaciones durante
este afio y 2002. Lépez Murphy
también se comprometié a cumplir

President of Argentina Asks Cabinet to Resign

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
President Fernando De la Rua asked
his entire Cabinet to submit theirresig-
nations on Saturday, a day after his
economy mumster abruptly stepped
down, sparking a political crisis. Ac-
cording to a govemment statement,
Chief of Staff Chrystian Colombo
*“asked all of the Cabinet levels minis-
ters and secretaries to step down to
facilitate a reshuffling of the Cabinet.”

De la Rua’s spokesman confirmed
that Economy Minister Jose Luis
Machinea, thearchitectof Argentina’s
austerity plan, had submitted his res-
ignation late Friday amid rising dissat-
isfaction with a tepid turaround froma
two-year economic slump.

Spokesman Ricardo Ostuni said
Machinea would stay on until a suc-
cessor could be named Sunday. It was
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the biggest political crisis of De la
Rua’s two-party ruling coalition since
his vice president, Carlos Alvarez, re-
signed last October and marked an-
other blow to a country mired in a
financial crisis. The fresh political tur-
moilcomesonly weeks after Argentina
secured a $40-billion bailout plan from
international lenders. But spending
cuts and other austerity measures have
yet to trigger economic revival
Argentina’s largest daily newspa-
per, Clarin, reported on its website that
Cabinet Chief Chrystian Colombo had
requested all ministers and Cabinet-
level secretaries submit their resigna-
tions. The report said Colombo had
acted at the request of De la Rua and
that the move was needed to leave the
president with full “freedom of move-
ment to reorganize his cabinet.” Cronica

TV and others also reported the an-
nouncementamidasecond day oflate-
night meetings between the president
and his top aides at his residence in
Olivos, a Buenos Aires suburb.
Machinea has come under mounting
criticism for not doing enough to re-
vive the economy, now mired in a
nearly three-year recession. News of
his pending resignation surprised
economists and analysts and came
after financial markets closed Friday.
In December, Machinea helped secure
a$39.7billionemergency aid package
from the International Monetary Fund
to bolster the ailing economy and help
Argentinaavoid defaulting oniits hefty
foreign debt obligations.

But negative economic indicators
lastmonth signaled arecovery was still
out of reach, making international in-

vestors jittery. The upheaval raised
new questions about the future of the
badly tattered ruling alliance, made up
De la Rua’s Radical Party and center-
left members of his Frepaso coalition
partners. Thatalliance was battered by
the resignation of the vice president
last year. Meanwhile, presidential aides
had no comments on possible succes-
sors to Machinea, saying meetings would
continue Sunday. *“Weshouldhave some
definition Sunday” said Ostuni, speak-
ing with reporters in Olivos, Current De-
fense Minister Ricardo Lopez, who cut
short a trip out of the country, is among
thepossiblechoices. AtOlivos, the presi-
dent was reported to be meeting with a
steady stream ofpolitical leaders, includ-
ing his interiorminister Federico Storani,
as well as his brother, Justice Minister
Jorge De la Rua.

Zapatistas toman fuerzas en una reunion indigena

Nurio (DPA) La caravana de
24 altos mandos de la guerrilla
zapatista que avanza hacia la
capital iniciara hoy la ultima
etapa de su viaje de tres mil
kilémetros, luego de recobrar

fuerzas este fin de semana en
el tercer Congreso Nacional

Indigena.
Los jefes del Ejército
Zapatista de Liberacién

Nacional (EZLN), encabezados

Ex presidente Estrada
niega intento de huida

Manila(Reuters) - E1Gobiernode
Filipinas dijo que ordendala policia
bloquear en puertos maritimos y
aéreos cualquier intento del
derrocadopresidente Joseph Estrada
de huir del pais para evitar un posible
enjuiciamiento por su presunto

saqueo delaeconomia. Pero Estrada
rechazo las imputaciones.

Todo eso son rumores, dijo enuna
entrevista. Lohe dichounay otra vez,
naciaqui, vivoaquiy moriré aqui. No
tengo ninguna intencién de irme de
mi pais. No me fugare.

Pescador halla cocaina
flotando en el Amazonas

Riode Janeiro (Efe) Un pescador
brasilefio encontré 28 kilos de
cocaina flotando en el rio
Amazonas, aunque al principio no
sabia qué podia ser aquel polvo
blanco, informé la prensa local.

Raimundo Chaves estaba
recogiendo madera en los

mérgenes del rio Amazonas,
cuando vio un paquete de plastico
flotando. El hallazgo ocurri6 el 24

de febrero cerca de la ciudad de °

Santarem, en el suroeste del
estado amazonico de Para, pero
recién se dio a conocer este fin de
semana,

Census Bureau: Hispanics
Lag in Education

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hispanic
adults overall are far less likely than non-
Hispanics to be high school or college
graduates, and wide differences exist for
subgroups within the Hispanic popula-
tion as well, the Census Bureau says.
Twenty-three percent of Cuban-Ameri-
cansage 25 andoverhadatleastbachelor’s
degree, a new Census Bureau report
being released Tuesday shows. The re-
sults are from a survey collected by the
bureau in March 2000, and are notresults
from the 2000 census. Among Central
and South Americans, 17.4%ofthose 25
and older graduated from college, along
with 13% of Puerto Ricans, and 6.9% of
Mexicans in the country.

Analysts attribute the disparity to a
variety of reasons: Cuban-Americanim-
migrants tend to be older and make more
money. In addition, many Cubans who
arrived in the United States over the past
several decades came forpolitical asylum
andwithahigher level ofeducation, while
manyMexican-Americans immigratedto
take low-paying jobs and had less educa-

tional achievement, said Raul Gonzalez,
education policy analyst with the Na-
tional Council of La Raza, the nation’s
largest Latino civil rights organization.
However, analysts pointed out that His-
panicadultsoverallstillhadalowerlevels
of educational achievement than non-
Hispanics:

10.6% of all Hispanics 25 and
older had at least a bachelor’s degree,
compared with25.6%oftheoverall U S,
population 25 and older and 28.1% of
non-Hispanic whites within thesame age
group. 57.0% of Hispanic adults were
graduates of high school or had higher
education, compared with 84.1% of all
Americans and 88.4% of non-Hispanic
whites.

Advocacy groups hope the Bush
administration will help close those
achievement gaps, saidMarisaDemeo, a
lawyerwiththe Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund. Hispan-
ics, who can be of any race, are projected
to pass non-Hispanic blacks as the
nation's largestminority groupnextyear.

por el subcomandante Marcos,
se encuentran en Nurio, en el
estado de Michoacan, donde el
Congreso reunié a diez mil
delegados e invitados
especiales.

estrictamente con el programa
econdmico ya presentado y
respetar nuestros compromisos
firmados. Machinea renuncié el
viernes pasado, luego de quince
meses de gestion, ante las fuertes
presiones de diversos sectores de
la economia argentina por la falta
de politicas activas para impulsar
la reactivacion, luego de mas de
dos aiios de recesién vy
estancamiento.

Por su lado, Horacio Jaunarena
fue designado como nuevo ministro
de Defensa. El nuevo titular de la
cartera de Defensa es un hombre
ligado desde hace cerca de veinte
aios a los asuntos militares de
Argentina.

La época que le tocd vivir a
Jaunarena en el Ministerio de
Defensa fue la peor en la reciente
historia argentina, a causa del
malestar que existia en los cuarteles
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CAFE, SALOON ano ROCK & ROLL HOTEL

HOTEL
ROOM RATES

Queen $45
Fall

$35

Bunk $25

Eumpcamstyle lodgingi
with shared baths: ’

Room rates.are the
same for'single or
double occupancy.

Add 1157 couity room rax

For information call toli-free

1-866-271-3377
or'from Portland 503-335-8900

McMENAMINS WHITE EAGLE

Imagine this: YouTre proud of the
children you raised. Your grandkids
are talented and beautiful too. The
reality of retirement has finally arrived
and its even better than the fantasy

ou have family behind you.

You couldnt have done it without
family behind you American Family
Mutual Insurance. When it comes to
your future, over 70 years in the
insurance business is experience you
can trust. With over six million policies .
in an operating area of 14 states and
a consistent rating of A+ (Superior)
from insurance rating authority A.M.
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AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE

Best, .we've got the kind
of stability that invites you
to relax. And isn't that
precisely what you had in
mind? So, call today and
talkk to a helpful, friendly
agent. Then dive right in.
We'll be close behind you.

NSURER

All Your Protection Under One Roof.

Amernican Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries, Madison, W! 53783-0001 www amfam.com
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