Page A4

& (pinion

The Fortland Observer

February 28, 2001

BLHCH HISTORY
MONTH

Che
Hortland
ODbserver

USPS 959-680
Established 1970

STAFF

EpiTon ' Cuinr,

PUBLISHER

Charles H. Washington

EbitTor

Larry J. Jackson, Sr.

BUSINESS MANAGER

Gary Ann Taylor

AssT. PUBLISHER

Michael Leighton

Cory EDIiTOR

Joy Ramos

CrReaTiIvVE DirRECTOR

RobertParker

4747 NE Martin Luther King,
Jr. Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211

503-288-0033
Fax 503-288-0015

e-mail
news@portiandobserver.com

subscription@portiandobserver.com
ads@portlandobserver.com

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to

Portland Observer
PO Box 3137
Portland, OR 97208

Periodical Postage
paid in Portland, OR

Subscriptions are
$60.00 per year

FOR ALL SUBMITTED MATERIALS

ADS:
Friday by noon

he Portland Observer welcomes freelance
submissions. Manuscripts and photographs
should be clearly labeled and will be retumed
ifaccompanied by aselfaddressed envelope. All
created design display ads become the sole
property of the newspaper and cannot be used
inother publications or personal usage without
the written consent of the general manager,
unless the client has purchased the composition
of such ad. © 1996 THE PORTLAND OB-
SERVER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,
REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN
PART WITHOUT PERMISSIONIS PRO-
HIBITED.
The Portland Observer—-Oregon's Oldest
Multicultural Publication--is a member of the
National Newspaper Association--Founded in
1885, and The National Advertising Represen-
mﬁuﬂmm.lm.m\'a‘t
NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers
Association* Serving Portland and Vancouver

Stereotypes and the Black American

We Need Good Vibes to P101r10te Racial Harmony

view this period in history. In
tact. the industry s black actors

By YUGEN RASHAD
For THE PORILAND OBSERVER
Most Americans want to be
understood. Evenamong the dif-
ferent races, we need good vibes
that will promote racial har-
mony. We realize the vision that
people, regardless of gen- —
der, class, or race, de-
serve 10 be accorded hu-
man respect and dignity.
But for many black
Americans, the mass me-
dia has a predilection for
broadcasting negative
images to the rest of so-
ciety, leaving more ques-
tions, then answers.
Let's take what is often
referred to as minstrelsy,
or the negative portrayal
of blacks.
T'he black image has

the world he was up for the
task. Dancing in tap shoes with
faces covered over with black
shoe polish. these minstrel

as they were called.

shows.
made big money.

yet to overcome the Y,oen Rashad

stigma of the
slavemaster’s entertainer. His-
tory reveals a time during Re-
construction when blacks were
adrift, caught between cultures,
discouraged, on the one hand to
put on full citizenship, while on
the other yearning for autonomy.
This internal war often meant
that blacks wanted to appear
less threatening to the popu-
lace, following such tumultuous
times and plantation life and the
Civil War.

What followed was a drive to
be a “good” neighbor and to
inch closer to the idea that
America was a welcome place.
The former slave did whatever
necessary to comply with the
standards ofthe day, which usu-
ally meant second-class citizen-
ship.

However, there was a seg-
ment who sought to capitalize
onanopportunity. Traveling with
bands of musicians, magicians,
and circus acts, the nomadic
black entertainer announced to

Many blacks to this day are
chagrined at the notion that some
would partake in such a dis-
graceful display. Yet, the tears
of the as the lyric to
the song goes, were often shed
in secret. The public would only
see the jovial, smiling black en-
tertainer in character, pleasing
the crowd with shuftling teet in
adisplay of lilt and grace, intap
shoes and tails.

Let’s look at it from a differ-
ent point of view. Some say this
nomenclature continues to this
day, with many blacks shuffling
to keep their positions at work,
to gain a stronghold in the cor-
porate world, and the like.
Clearly, this perpetuates the age-
old stereotypes of black Ameri-
cans as the go-along, get-along,
with the smile and compliant
visage. But contrary to myth,
there’s a vibrant, fully devel-
oped being, yearning fora break
out moment. Perhaps blacks
have overcome the stigma of

*clown,”

now honorthe valorofthe brave

gative stereotvpes. and can

men and women who trailblazed

a concept that up to this point
was only
SCOIM
film by Spike Lee 1s an ex-
ample
of a film with butfoonery sig-

nals

remembered with
the latest

“Bamboozled.”
Why. even the making

a change in how blacks

advocates screenwriters seek
to increase awareness by their
willingness to accept this his-
toric work. And history shows
that the
the past weren't necessarily
worn out of fear.

demonstrated

adaptability.
cial changes is nothing new
tor blacks in this country. From
slavery to Hollywood. ingenuity
and wit lay at the foundation of
strategies to gain freedom and
justice and an attitude that sug-
gests, "l can do this,” and still be
a human being of soul and integ-
rity. We must learn to celebrate
the strength ot the human charac-
ter. and strive not to accept the

Adjusting to so-

"masks.” or images of
but instead

p 2 M ‘ 3 -
a quality ot .snvenience of blame.

“My mama loves me so much,
she protects me from colds,
ear infections, headaches,
asthma attacks and even cancer
without lifting a finger.”

How? Josiah's mother doesn’t smoke and doesn't allow
secondhand smoke in her home. If you smoke, take it
outside. Or better yet, consider quitting.

For help, call the Tobacco Quit Line at 1-877-270-STOP

or The African American Health Coalition at 503-413-1850.

A message from

Multnomah County Tobacco Prevention Coalition
cg? African American Health Coalition

FREE - COMPLIMENTARY - FREE!

SAFEWAY
SENIOR SHUTTLE

) Introducing a great new service for our neighborhood senior citizens.

FREE grocery shopping “shuttle service” to your nearby Ainsworth & MLK Bivd
Safeway Food & Drug and Renaissance Market..TWICE a Month!
On or around the 3rd and 15th of each month.
This Service is FREE to seniors age 60 and over.

PLEASE SENIORS... GRANDCHILDREN AND INFANTS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED
ON THE SHUTTLE AT ANY TIME .

LOOK FOR OUR SPECIAL "RAZ TRANSPORTATION” TROLLEY

Shuttle Dates:

March 7
March 17
April 5
April 17
May 4
May 15

Sponsored By:

(§) 208 FHEY

Community Empowerment
“Share the Vision™

AFRICAN AMERICAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF OREGON

For More Information Call
the Safeway Concierge at:

503-572-0812
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