Page 2

November 01, 2000

Focus

Focus

The
Fortland

Bhbseruer

.J '."’rf{'.' i an ( .-61’-‘;.
Publisher

Charles H. Washington

Larry |. Jackson, Sr

Copy Fditor

Joy Ramos
Business Manager
Gary Ann Taylor

Creative Director
Robert Parker

4747 NE Martin Luther
King, Jr., Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211

503-288-0033
Fax 503-288-0015

e-mail:
thefocus@portlandobserver.com
subscription@portlandobserver.com

ads@portlandobserver.com

Deadlines tor

submitted material

Articles: Friday by 5r.m
Ads: Monday by Noon

Focus welcomes freelance
submissions. Manuscripts and
photographs can be returned

if accompanied by a self-

addressed stamped envelope.

All created display ads
become the sole property of
the newspaper and cannot be
used in other publications or

pl‘l'.‘iunal usage without the
written consent of the general

manager, unless the client has

the ad.
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If Webster's dictionary defines
an artist as “‘a skilled performer

one who protesses and practices

I noe
ocing 4

in imaginative art”, then
wrding artist
should entail

artist
would
surren-
der o
their true
inspira-
tion, creat-
ing sounds and
melodies straight from the heart
and soul, be ever-evolving and
almost never predictable
Changing Faces’ Cassandra
Lucas and Charisse Rose have
long assumed their roles as re-
cording artists, furthering their
artistry with their long-awaited
new Atlantic release, “VISIT
ME,” a set that manages to show
and prove that their name is
meant to be taken very literally.
Allowing change to occur
gradually, Changing
Faces begin their
“ViSIT ME"
chapter with
a famihiar
ring, the
dreamy,
compel-
i1ing
“That
Other
Waman™
Written
anda
Pro-
duced
by R&B
star Joe,
the female-
specific®
midtempo
track
Cassandra

BIVES
and*
Charisse another W
song with which to ex- ;
press the point of view of the
level-headed, strong-minded

women of today
Consequently, Changing Faces
\n|

y have their bills

are taking us many places
exactly looking t«
paid, they insist they can’t be

bought to the

light shuftlin

bounce of “Amn’'t Got Me,
which features the spitfire
rhymes of Queen Pen. Fast
rising vocalist Lil’ Mo
joins the unpredictable
pairon “Last Night,” su

per soulful Dave
Hollister checks in for

“I Told You,”

2 .8 d
labelmate
Malik
Pendleton’s
vocals are
featured
on “Out
0 i
Sight.”
Still, no
one can %
2 5 n.y
Changing
Faces’ instinc-
tive prowess
when it comes 4
to more roman-
tic, hook-
driven R&B like
“Ladies Man.”

And then there’s the title cut,
written by longtime friend, R.
Kelly, who always manages to
come up with the centerpiece
smash selection for Charisse and
Cassandra. Having known Kelly
since before his career-break-
ing 12 Play disc, the R&B/pop

superstar has since contrib-
uted what was to be a hit
single for the first
(“Stroke You Up")
and
COHEL1.0U1")
Changing
LPs. This
proves no differ-
ent, as “VISIT

ME" revisits the

feel of fan favor-

like

second

Faces

time

ites “Sen-
sual.”

. It’s obvious with
| “VISIT ME” that

¢ Cassandra and

B along way since first
"making each other’s ac-
| quaintance while stu-
W dents at New York City’s
Music Art

famous and

* %4 graduation found them pursu

ing separate educational oppor-
tunities (Charisse attended John

. Charisse Re s
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Faces

Cassandra
;.:'.I!\'l”*ﬂ H \

degree from
Hunter Col
3 | ) le did
th know tl
']
1a I nmi

[.ike fine wine, mu

sic 1s not only sup

|‘\'\._'\I.' 0o get
better with
time, but not

tasted a mo

ment (00 SO0ON
Hence, Chang
ing Faces can
always be
counted on to
take their
time and
come correct
Unpressured
to hammer
their music out
at the rigorous
pace of others
they choose to

concentrate on

& .I o -;'\‘ G quality and
e (left) and_C"__g_l_ssandm Lucdg-_(r ght). bringing their
b (ool o . e M T SR best [hat

il Al would be “VISIT

ME.”
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Big City Produce

Named BEST FRESH MARKET in
Portland 1999!!

Buy the Case, Buy the Pound, or
Buy the Bunch,
You Save BIG at Big City Produce!

Best Greens in Portland.
Best ethnocentric selections in Portland.
722 N. Sumner St. (Corner of N. Albina & N.
Sumner) :
One Block West of Jefferson High School.
460-3830
Open 7 Days a Week
Mon-Fri 7:30 - 7:00pm
Sat. 9:00am - 6pm
Sun. 10:00am — 6pm
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