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W hat if  they gave an election  
and nobody cam e? As the cost o f  
e le c tio n s  co n tin u es to se t new  
records, few er people are choosing 
to m eaningfully  participa te -  by 
contribu ting  their tim e, m oney, or 
even their votes -  to a process they 
increasing ly  see as rem oved from 
the real needs o f  their lives. U nfor
tunately , this ju s t m akes the p rob 
lem worse, leaving candidates m ore 
dependent then ever on specia l in 
terest contributions instead o f  co n 
stituen t support.

W hen it com es to m odem  d e
m ocracy, it is m ore im portant than 
ever to expose the role o f  m oney in 
politics. People o f  color, w om en, 
poor and w orking people -  all but a 
small m inority o f  w ealthy individu
als and business w ould benefit from 
taking the in fluence o f  m oney out 
o f  politics. A t a Portland con fe r
ence, M oney in Politics: A M odem  
C ivil Rights S truggle, held this past 
A pril, T arso  Luis R am os co m 
m ented, “ Is it any w onder that pub
lic policy  inadequately pro tects the 
righ ts and addresses the needs o f  
com m unities o f  color? W e d o n ’t 
have the bankroll. W e ca n ’t afford

it. The price tag o f  dem ocracy is 
too h igh .’’ F inally , there is a cam 
paign  finance reform  alternative 
that can achieve m eaningful results.

The O regon  Po
litica l A cc o u n t
ab ility  A ct, M ea
sure 6, on the N o
v e m b e r  b a l lo t  
r e p r e s e n ts  th e  
best real hope o f  
resto ring  dem oc
racy to the people 
so  th a t  c a n d i 
d a te s  can  co m 
p e te  b a s e d  on  
th e ir  id e a s  an d  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  
not the ir bank ac
counts. M easure 
6 w o u ld  a l lo w  
q u a lif ie d  ca n d i
dates w ho agreed 
to s tric t spending  
lim its to  receive 
“ c le a n  m o n e y ” 
public funding in
s tead  o f  p riva te  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  
T h is  v o lu n ta r y  
system  w ill create 
a m ore level p lay 
ing field  -  a llow 
ing m ore q u a li

fied candidates to run v iab le cam 
paigns. S im ila r  re fo rm s have  
passed and are w orking in four other 
states: M aine, V erm ont, A rizona

and M assachusetts .
I f  the e lec tion  w ere held today,

M easure 6 w ould  pass by nearly  a 
tw o-to-one m argin. O ur com m uni
ties clearly  recognize that our indi
vidual votes m atte r less than the 
checks w ritten  by b ig  m oney con
tribu tors. W hat O regonians are 
ju s t beg inning  to understand  is the 
profound  challenges this presents 
to the concep t o f  one person , one 
vote -  perhaps the m ost im portant 
idea in the developm ent o f  rep re
sentative dem ocracy. F or w hen we 
look further, it is not hard to see the 
consequences o f  a system  that p ri
oritizes w ealthy  in terests w ho can 
buy access to the system . The 
problem  o f  m oney is politics is truly 
a d irect concern  o f  all o f  us who 
care deeply  about civ il rights.

G iven the chance, all o f  us would 
choose  to  e lec t rep rese n ta tiv es  
w ith no strings attached , so that 
they are free to vote the ir con
science w ith  d irect accountab ility  
only to the people who elected them. 
B ut M easure 6 faces a very  real 
threat. T hat th reat is the sam e rea
son there has been no reform  leg is
la tion  since 1973. T hat th reat is 
sum m ed up in one w ord: lobbyists. 
It is on ly  natural that lobbyists 
should  be opposed  to  M easure 6,
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since they are the only group that 
stands to lose by cutting ties between 
special interests and political candi
dates. The $ 10,000 contributors who 
account for almost 70% if the funds 
given to candidates aren’t going to sit 
by idly while measure 6 rolls over them. 
But the threat posed by lobbyists is 
countered by the strong coalition be
hind M easure 6 w hich includes 
CAUSA, Ecumenical Ministries o f 
Oregon, APANO (Asian Pacific Ameri
can Network ofOregon), the League of 
Women Voters o f  Oregon and thou
sands ofindividuals from every county 
in Oregon.

Communities across Oregon came 
move one step closer to national cam
paign finance reform this election. It is 
critical that we support Measure 6 so 
candidates can compete based on their 
ideas and experiences, not their bank 
accounts.

Once we level the playing field or 
Oregon politics, the state will discover 
powerful new voices that have been 
drowned out by the volume o f  money 
now awash in the system. In the midst 
o f  confusing, cluttered ballot in which 
the publ ic good is mostly on the defen
sive here in Oregon, it is great to have 
one positive thing to vote on which will 
put the voice o f  the people into our 
political system.

B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r

Gary Ann Taylor

A sst. Publisher

Michael Leighton

C o p y  E d i t o r

Joy Ramos

C r e a t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Robert Parker

4 7 4 7  NE M artin  Luther King, 

Jr. Blvd.

Portland, OR 9 7 2 1 1  

5 0 3 -2 8 8 -0 0 3 3  

Fax 5 0 3 -2 8 8 4 )0 1 5

e-mail
news@portlandobserver .com  

sd09cdption@portlandotBerwerxom 

ads@portlandobserver.com

Postmaster:
Send address changes to

Portland Observer 
PO Box 3 1 3 7  

Portland, OR 9 7 2 0 8

Periodical Postage 
paid in Portland, OR

Subscriptions are 
$60.00 per year

D E A D L I N E S
FOR ALL SUBM ITTED MATERIALS:

ARTICLES: 
Monday by 5  p.m .

ADS:
Friday by noon

I he Portland! Ibserverwclconies treelanee 
submissions Manuscripts and photographs 
should be clearly labeled and will be returned 
i(accompaniedbyaselfaddressedenvelope All 
created design display ads become the sole 
property o f  the newspaper and cannot be used 
in other publications or personalusage without 
the written consent o f  the general manager, 
un less (h e t l ie n l  has purchased the composition 
o f  such ad O 1996 TH E PORTLAND OB
SERVER ALL R IG H TS RESERVED, 
REPRO DUCTIO N IN W H O LE OR IN 
PART W ITHOUT PERM ISSION IS PRO

HIBITED.
The Portland ! Ibserver-Oregon's Oldest 

Multicultural Publication—ia a member o f the 
National Newspaper Association--Ibunded in 
1885, a id  The National Advertising Represen
tative Amalgamated Publishers. Inc. New Vori. 
NY, and The West (  oast Black Publishers 
Association- Serving Port land and Vancouver

Abortion Pill: No Panacea for Women
Radic al W omen

The FDA's recent approval o f  
mifepristone{RU^f86)isavictoiyofsorts 
for pro-choice advocates. However, the 
drug fells far short ofbeing the “wonder 
drug” that will give women reproductive 
freedom without a fight.

There ismuchexcitementamong femi
nist groups over the decision, which has 
been held up for years because of 
rightwing threats to boycott any pharma
ceutical company manufacturing the 
drug. Will mifepristone end the debate 
and battle over abortion? No. The drug 
is not a quick and easy solution to an 
unwanted pregnancy.

Itmastbe administered within the first 
49 days o f pregnancy, but over half the 
abortions in the US. take place after this 
period. A physician mast administer the 
drug and follow-up visits are required. 
This means women mast liave access to 
health care and be close enough to a 
medical facility fortreatment. However, 
forpoor women— many of them women

o f color, immigrant and young—who 
don’t have adequate health care, these 
conditions do not exist Additionally, the 
lack o f conchisive research on the long
term health effects and risks o f RU-486 
should be o f  concern.

The same establishment that has 
sanctioned mifepristone has also ap
proved the use o f the toxic, sterility- 
inducing contraceptives like Noiplant1* 

and Depo-Proverà, as well as the deadly 
Daikon Shield.

There is no pill that will end the debate 
over the issue o f  abortion rights. 
Antiabortionists are determined to roll 
back every gain made for women to con
trol their own bodies. Therightwingwill 
continue its terror against abortion clin
ics, providers, staff, clients, and any pills 
or procedures that give women choices.

Denying women their reproductive 
rights is a crucial part ofkeeping women 
in second class positions and maintain
ing the inferior statas o f females is key to 
keeping profits high. Today’s rights 
were won throughmilitant organizing. To

safeguard and expand the right to abor
tion, the feminist movementmustbe will
ing to continue the fight and not get 
seduced by narrow medical solutions for 
broader political problems.

In light o f the climate o f  violence and 
hatred against women by “pro-lifers” 
and scapegoating politicians, Radical 
Women callson feminists todemand: full 
and free access to safe abortions and 
contraceptives; pre-and post-natal care; 
24-hourquality childcare; no forcedster- 
ilizations; nationalized healthcare; and 
com m unity-controlled defense o f  
women’sclinics.

These demands will not be won with 
polite, liberal lobbying,orby electmgpro- 
choice Democrats who fail to make na
tionalized healthcare a reality. It’sgoing 
to take a radical, grassroots movement 
led by uppity women of color and poor 
and working women-joined by feminist 
men-to make the needed changes. And 
we will not stop at anything less than full 
equality in a society that values every one 
o f  us!

Letters To the Editor
Support Measure 97
We are writing this letter urging 

to support Measure 97 because of 
our personal experience with our 
dog Buddy, a 140 pound German 
Shepherd who didn’t come home 
last Jan. 5. We found his body, not 
more than 100 yards form our 
backdoor. Bloodyfoam was around 
his mouth and nose. We also found 
curious pink film can sized objects 
on the path way where we found hint. 
We then learned where Buddy was 
poisoned in a wooded area where 
kids, hikers, dog walkers and fisher
men travel - a well-worn pathway. 
We found six M44’son or along the 
path. Five o f them were active and 
full o f poison gas. One was dis
charged, no doubt the one that killed 
Buddy.

Any child would be attracted to 
the pink capsules. Wecalledourvet 
who was afraid to accept his body. 
The poison center could not help as

withinfonnatioa FinallyalabatOSU 
was able to tell our vet how to handle 
the body safely. We urge you to join 
as and vote on Measure 97 to ban 
cruel traps and two deadly poisons, 
which include sodium cyanide.

Dixie and George Tippett, 
Estacada

Measure 6 is overdue.
The money going into political 

campaigns is getting bigger and big
ger. Interestingly, the same deep 
pockets are giving to both parties.

It seems there is one massive 
merger, big corporatiorcs with politi
cians -  and the line between Repub
licans and Democrats is getting 
blurred, and like all mergers there will 
be lots o f people getting down-sized 
-  the American people are the real 
losers -  just like HMOs. Let’s give 
government back to the people.

Dan Keefer
Portland

SAFEWAY
FOOD & DRUG

Look For Your
Safew ay W e e k ly  
Shopping G u id e

In Your Oregonian FOODday 

in the Portland Metro Area 

...and save more by shopping 

at Safeway.

Beef Rib 
Eye Steak

Safeway 
Vegetables

Bone-In.
Valu Pack, 4 or More. 
save up to $2.30 ib. Safeway Club Price

14 to 15.25-oz. Assorted 
Corn, Green Beans,
Peas or Spinach. .
save up to $2.16 on 4 Safeway Club Pnce

z/ZZ
Tampico Punch
1-gallon fug. Mango, Island, Tropical or 
Citrus Limit 4.

SAVE up to 70<

99
Safeway Club Price ÄHflhÄS#*

Grapefruit
New Crop. Grown in Texas.

SAVE up to $2.04 on 6

Safeway Club Price

Now the savings are in the Card!
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