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Mentoring Hispanic Youths to Succeed
Bv Jos Ramos

T he Portland O bserver

R aquel A guillon , a youth  educa­
tion advocate for M ultnom ah C ounty 
recen tly  a ttended  a business lun­
cheon at P o rtlan d ’s C onvention  C en­
ter on T hursday , O ct. 5 w ith three 
h igh school L atinas as guests o f  
honor. T he annual even t w as a m ixed 
gathering  o f  700 sta tew ide d ign itar­
ies and en trep reneurs a long w ith rep­
resen tatives from  governm ent agen­
c ies and  co rp o ra tio n s  suppo rting  
m inority  enterprise developm ent. For 
the s tuden ts, it challenged  their cu l­
tural s tereo type  o f  businesses run 
on ly  by  m en, especia lly  after being 
exposed  to  m any  successfu l w om en 
en trep reneurs .

A g u illo n ’s focus has been  to help  
H ispanic  you ths succeed  in school 
and  crea te  m ean ingfu l ties w ith  their 
com m unity . She gets d irec tly  in­
vo lved  w ith  them  at the Fam ily  R e­
source C en te r w ith in  the C lara  V ista 
A p a r tm e n ts  w h e re  M u ltn o m a h  
C oun ty  has a satellite  o ffice  there. 
T h ro u g h  a p a r tn e rsh ip  b e tw een  
M ultnom ah  C oun ty  and the H aci­
enda C om m unity  D evelopm ent o f  the 
apartm en t com plex , social service

re s o u rc e s  lik e  y o u th  a d v o c a c y , 
healthcare , v io lence p revention  and 
counseling  are m ade availab le  to  the 
residen ts.

A sa  w ay to  engage kids in com m u­
n ity  in v o lv e m e n t ,  A g u il lo n  led  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  U rb a n  L a tin o  
Y o u th  p ro g ra m  to  do  th e  r e m o d ­
e lin g  w ork on  an old room  w ith in  the 
C la ra  V ista  A partm en ts. T hey  all 
w orked  to ge ther by insta lling  the 
carpeting  and  do ing  the necessary  
pain t-w ork . T o give the room  an ar­
tistic finish, the k id s  c o m m is s io n e d  
an  a r t is t  to  p a in t  a m u ra l o n  th e  
w a ll b y  u s in g  $3500  in g ra n t fun d s 
fro m  th e  R e g io n a l A r ts  C o u n c il ,  
a p p lie d  fo r by  A g u illo n  a n d  V o l­
u n te e r s  o f  A m e ric a . “ I ’m  v e ry  
in s p ire d  by  th e  d e d ic a t io n  o f  a ll 
o f  th e  s tu d en ts  and the num ber o f  
hours that they  had pu t in. I t ’s a 
beau tifu l m ural o f  a trop ical beach 
area ,”  expressed  A guillon.

F ollow ing  the success o f  the ir last 
com m unity  project, the U rban Latino 
Y ou th  w ill again  be p lacing  ano ther 
m ural w ithin the com plex.

H elp ing  H ispanic youths do  well 
in  s c h o o l  w a s  a n e e d  m e t b y  
M ultnom ah  C oun ty  th rough  their

H om ew ork  C lub. It has been  offered  
as an after-schoo l resource for the 
last eight years. S tudents can  m eet

w ith A guillon  aided by a team  o f  
tutors, m ostly from local colleges and 
G rant H igh School in the C lara V ista

A partm ent’s B altazar O rtiz C om m u­
nity  C enter. “ It is w onderful to  see 
students partic ipating  on a regular

Brenda Reyes (from left), Imelda Reyes and Nancy Robles are high school Latinas with an interest in 
business. As part of the Bienestar program by Multnomah County at the Clara Vista Apartments, they were 
treated to a luncheon at the Convention Center where minority-owned entrepreneurs were honored.

basis. 1 believe that they do m uch 
better in school because o f  the H om e­
work C lub ," exp lained  A guillon. Tu- 
toring is availab le  every  M onday, 
W ednesday o r T hursday  from  4-5 
p.m. A n average o f  15-20 students 
usually  attend as d rop-ins o r regu­
lars.

A guillon com m ented  on her ex ­
tensive w ork as a youth advocate 
over the years has been personally  
and professionally  rew arding. “ W e 
at M ultnom ah C ounty  are so appre­
ciative o f  the people, organ izations 
and businesses that support the work 
w e do w ith H ispanic youths.”

A n u p com ing  p rog ram  ca lled  
U nicas Som os U nidas, translated  as 
w e are unique; we are united, is in the 
w orks, headed by A guillon, under 
the d irection  o f  M ultnom ah County. 
It w ill conceptually  be an after-school 
program  för young Latinas from G re­
gory H eights M iddle School in N orth­
east Portland. T heir idea is to g ive the 
girls a  chance to openly explore d if­
ferent developm ental issues involv­
ing such things as their im age, p re ­
sentation  and appearance. P lans are 
for regular m eetings o f  every  other 
w eek from  4-5 p.m.

Linfield Student Earns Gates Millennium Scholarship
Laura Vazquez was eight when she 

moved to the united States from Mexico. 
She spoke no English.

Today, as a sophomore at Linfield 
College, she is fluent in three languages 
-  Spanisl l, English and G erm an- and was 
recently awarded a Gates Millennium

Scholarship from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

The Gates Millennium Scholars Pro­
gram, administered by the United Negro 
College Fund, provides scholarships and 
fellowships forminority students. Awards 
supplement existing financial aidandelimi-

nate the need for scholars to borrow 
money or spend excessive time at jobs, 
bo thofw hich can be a barrier to complet­
ing a college degree. In its fust year, the 
foundation awarded 4,000 scholarships 
to students across the nation.

Vazquez’s academic success is due in

large part to the foresight o f  her parents. 
Lupe and Maria VázquezofHood River.

Vázquez said her mother, who has 
worked in te kitchen at W y ’ East Middle 
School in Odell for the past four years, 
helped Vázquez and her two brothers in 
their transition tot he United States. She

volunteered at their elementary school 
and helped herchi ldren in their English as 
a second language classes.

Education has always been a priority 
for the Vazquez family. As a junior at 
Hood River High School, Vazquez stud­
ied inGermany.

Match
Makers

Is Mexico Asking the Right Questions?
Bs Jacob G. H ornberger for T he Portland 

O bserver

In o rder to  so lve a prob lem , it is 
necessary  to ask  the righ t questions.

D uring h is recen t v isit to  W ash­
in g to n , M e x ic a n  P re s id e n t-e le c t 
V icente Fox asked  the w rong  ques­
tions: “H ow  can w e narrow  the gap in 
incom e on  both  sides o f  the border?” 
and  “H ow  can  w e pu t together a fund 
for developm en t?”

T he questions that Fox should  ask 
instead are: W hat are the causes o f  
poverty?  W h a t are the causes o f  
w ea lth?  W h y  h ave  the M ex ican  
people a lw ays had a low er standard  
o f  living than  A m ericans?

C ould the reason be that M exicans 
have a d iffe ren t h isto ry  and  cultu re? 
Perhaps, b u t the A m erican  South­
w est shares m uch  o f  the sam e histo ry  
and cultu re , since it w as once part o f  
Mexico.

C ould  the reason  lie w ith  natural 
resources?  Perhaps, bu t everyone 
know s that M exico  has been  b lessed  
w ith enorm ous reserves o f  petro leum .

Could education explain the dispari­
ties o f  income and wealth ? Perhaps, but 
in Mexico, as in the United States, the 
state has established a system o f  free 
education for all children in the country.

The real reason for the wealth and 
poverty o f  a nation is not a comfortable 
one for Fox or any other Mexican politi­
cian or bureaucrat, which is the primary 
reason that they would rather not discuss 
it. The reason for the relative poverty o f  
the Mexican people lies with the Mexican 
government itself or, more specifically, 
with the economic system under which 
the M exican people have suffered for 
many decades.

M ex ico ’s econom ic system  is a 
com bination  o f  m ercantilism , socia l­
ism , and fascism , all w rapped into one

dirty  little package, a package that for 
decades has prov ided  the m eans by 
w hich M exican public offic ia ls have 
p lundered  and looted the M exican 
people  through taxes, licensing fees, 
perm its, regu la to ry  fines, and, o f  
course, good o ld -fash ioned  corrupt 
bribes com m only know n as mordidos.

In M exico, the state is everyw here 
and  taxes and contro ls everything. 
A nd it’s all ju s tified  by  cradle-to- 
g rave governm ent w elfare  and regu ­
latory  program s, such  as o ld-age as­
sistance, health  care , public educa­
tion, and  occupational licensure.

Thus, the reason Mexico is poor has 
nothing to do with history, culture, re­
sources or education. Mexico is poor 
because for more than 175 years, the 
Mexican government has had the power 
to combat poverty and “help the people" 
with its bureaucracies, agencies, taxes, 
welfare and regulation.

Summer Cleanup
Carpei &- Ulphoslery cleaning

Carpet cleaning: 1 Hall Free and 
Pre-Spray Traffic Area
• Vacuum $5.00 each area 
•Stairs $1.50 Ea.
Upholstery Cleaning
• Sofa under 6 ft. $69.95 * 

Ottoman $20
• Sofa over 6 ft. $79.95 - $89.95 

* Dining Chair $20
•  Loveseat $49.95 * Chair $24.95
• Recliner $39.95 * Sectional 

$99.95

r2 Areas Or More 
12 A rea M inim um  

j Includes 1 Hall Free _  _  _  
Heavily Soiled Carpet Areas

Martin Cleaning 
Service

Additional Services
• Auto • Boat
• R. V. Cleaning * Deodorizing
• Pet Odor Treatment
• Dirt Resistant (Teflon) Protectioi
• Spot & Stain Removal

( .iip ilt  It uuni

$25' Each Area

The Racial
Wealth Gap: Left
Out of the Boom
The U .S. C ensus B ureau trum pets 

rising incom es in to d a y ’s upbeat re­
lease. F or A frican-A m erican and H is­
panic families, however, the news is not 
so cheery. Black median household in- 
come($25351)didnotrisefrom 1997and 
1998, despite the booming economy. 
Hispanic median household income rose 
4.8%, but only to $28,330, ju s t 5 8 % o f  
the w hite  m edian .

O ne p iece  o f  good  new s from 
today’s C ensus release, that H ispanic 
poverty  ra tes have fallen , does not 
m ean that these fam ilies are finan­
cially  secure. A tab o u t2 6 % , A frican- 
A m erican and  H ispanic poverty  rates 
are m ore than  three tim es h igher the 
w hite ra te  o f  8% . T he gap  in w ealth  
betw een w hite  fam ilies and  b lack  or 
H ispanic fam ilies rem ains huge. The 
percentage o fb lack  or H ispanic house­
holds w ith zero or negative net worth 
(greater deb t than assets) is tw ice as 
high as for w hite households.

A ccess to  hom eow nersh ip , long 
seen as the key  to  ach iev ing  the 
A m erican dream , is still restric ted  for 
b lack  and  H ispanic fam ilies because 
o f  em ploym ent, housing, lending and 
o ther d iscrim ination . T he ir rate o f  
hom eow nersh ip  is on ly  about tw o- 
th irds the rate for w hite  households.

“To have a sense o f  sense o f  eco­
nomic security, families need savings to 
fal I back on during hard times and invest­
ments for retirem ent," sa id  C huck  
C ollins, co -d irec to r o f  U nited  for a 
Fair Econom y.

Sofa & Loveseat Or Chair 
includes irt protection

A w ard w inning desi,
407 NE M j«¡on 
Portland, OM 97211

Big City Produce
Named BEST FRESH MARKET in 

Portland 1999!!

Buy the Case, Buy the Pound, or 
Buy the Bunch,

You Save BIG at Big City Produce!
Best Greens in Portland.

Best ethnocentric selections in Portland. 
722 N. Sumner St. (Corner of N. Albina & N. 

Sumner)
One Block West of Jefferson High School. 

460-3830
Open 7 Days a Week

Mon-Fri 7:30 -  7:00pm 
Sat. 9:00am -  6pm 

Sun. 10:00am -  6pm

s35' Each Area

I pliolstt'iy

$10995
Kooin Special

r Carpet& Upholstery
A ny 3 A reas

i H allw ay  P lus SofaJLoveseat_and or_ChairCJeaned_
$1

^ a n d o r_ C h a irC J e a n e d _ -* -_ 3 Z T ^ _ _ ____,

MARTIN CLEANING SERV/Ce M
w  Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Com m erciti ê  Reskterrtie/ Services *

M u llin  ( leaning Service 
C arpe l X  I phnlsteix ( leaning 

\p p n in lm e u t (503) 281-3949

Setting up 

both your auto 

and home

insurance with

American Family 

y .  can save you 
V\ \  up to 20% 

on your

auto insurance.

Check your local 

telephone directory 

for the agent 

nearest von.

AMERICAN FAMILY
S  U  R  A  N  C  E

AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE

All Your Protection Under One Roof
wwwamfam.com

®  1997 American family Mutual Insurance Company 

and its Subsidiaries
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 

Home Office -  Madison. Wl 53783 

American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 

Home Office -  Columhus. OH 43240 t=)
Rev. 4/00

McMurphy's Appliance Center 
Sales Parts Service 

Quality used appliances.
New and used parts.
Fast honest service

.4011 NE. MLK. 503-288-3233

»

wwwamfam.com

