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Lieberman: Respect Women, Religion
B-t BRIGITTE GREENBERG

Associated Press W ritlr

WASHINGTON (AP) Inaccor­
dance with Jewish law, vice presiden­
tial candidate Joseph  Lieberm an 
thanks God each m orning for not 
having made him a slave or a woman.

In h is  O rth o d o x  sy n a g o g u e , 
Lieberm an and his wife, Hadassah, 
m ust stand apart from each other as 
they pray. In counting the quorum  to 
beg in  —  ca lled  the m inyan  —  
H adassah doesn’t count; a quorum 
is 10 men. The daughter o f  a rabbi, 
H adassah could never becom e one 
herself in the Orthodox tradition.

These are some o f  the differences 
in how women are treated in Ortho­
dox Judaism compared with more lib­
eral strains o f  the religion. And the 
disparity has some people asking if 
L ieberm an’s religion could color his 
view s o f  women in secular society.

The senator from C onnecticut 
doesn’t defend all o f  his relig ion’s 
traditions.

“ Hadassah and I go to an Ortho­
dox synagogue in both W ashington 
and New Haven (Conn.) because 
th a t’s sort o f  the tradition that we 
grew  up with and it works for us, but 
look at my record in politics. By any 
standard, I believe it’s fair to say that 
I ’ve been supportive o f  w om en’s

and not cam paigning on Monday, 
Yorn Kippur, the Jewish Day o f  
Atonement.

Mrs. Lieberman said they consider 
themselves more as “observant” Jews

than Orthodox. She seem ed o f  two 
minds about how her religion regards 
women.

W hile saying she is com fortable 
with the role o f  w om en, she supports 
the views ofone ofO rthodoxy’s lead­
ing feminists, Blu G reenberg, who 
prods Jewish leaders to allow women

like Blu Greenberg are out there fight­
ing the battles, but they’re not my 
battles to fight," Mrs. Lieberman said 
in a telephone interview. “ It’s really 
not for me to say anything negative.”

G reenberg , p resi­
dent o f  the Jewish O r­
thodox Feminist Alli­
ance and a longtime 
family friend, says that 
like many other fami­
lies, the Liebermans are 
struggling to square 
som e o f  their faith’s 
teachings with modem 
life.

“ B o th  Joe  and  
H adassah are in the 
sam e place as many 
other m odem  Ortho­
dox Jews, which is that 
you stay w ithin the 
system  and you appre­
ciate the blessings o f 
the system, and you 
make certain trade-offs 
in some areas,” said 

Greenberg, who wrote, “On W omen 
and Judaism: A View From Tradi­
tion.”

Greenberg said she believes the 
senator looks beyond his religion to 
make decisions. She noted, for ex­
ample, that while Orthodox Judaism 
allows abortion when a w om an’s life

rabbi, Barry Freundel o f  the Kesher 
Israel synagogue, disputes the idea 
that Orthodoxy discriminates against 
women. "You have to look at it through 
the eyes o f  Jewish law, which doesn’t 
talk about rights. It talks about re­
sponsibilities,” Freundel said.

Mrs. Lieberman said, “ I don’t think 
it makes O rthodoxy any less caring 
about women,” and she noted that 
women who want to become rabbis 
have other options in the Reform and 
Conservative movements o f  Juda­
ism. Said her husband: “ I just would 
observe, w ithout getting into the 
theo log ical de ta ils , tha t th e re ’s 
change going on and there are also 
options.”

He noted that their three adult 
children, M atthew , Rebecca and 
Ethan, all attend a more liberal syna­
gogue o f  the conservative branch 
and “we worship with them some o f 
the time.”

Jeffrey S. Gurock, professor o f 
Am erican Jewish history at Yeshiva 
University, said that years ago women 
were forbidden to study sacred Jew ­
ish texts.

“Orthodox Jews o f  all stripes are 
produc ing a far more educated, learned 
group o f women who are studying the 
same type o f  texts and sometimes with 
the same rigor as do their male counter­
parts. so that’s achange,” Gurock said.

recently had a bat mitzvah, a ceremony 
to demonstrate maturity by reading 
from the Torah —  the word o f  God. 
Such a ceremony, common for boys, 
would have been unthinkable for a girl 
50 years ago.

“W e gave her an option. She could 
do it elsewhere if  she wanted to do it. 
She chose to do it in an Orthodox 
synagogue,” Mrs. Lieberman said. 
“She’s a very independent little kid.”

Gurock said the different gender 
roles are a product o f  2,000-year-old 
traditions. “The question is to what 
extent do you want to accommodate

yourself socially to the world around 
you while maintaining a degree o f  fidel 
ity to Jewish tradition,” Gurock said.

For Letty Cottin Pogrebin, a found­
ing editor o f  Ms. magazine, making 
accommodations is part o f  the prob­
lem. “There’s no such thing as sepa­
rate but equal,” said Pogrebin, who 
wrote “Deborah, GoldaandM e: Being 
Female and Jewish in America. ” 

Lieberman said, “My own vision o f 
the effect o f  my religion on my attitude 
toward women is that it has taught me 
to not only respect but to treat women 
at least equally,” he said.
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Interfaith Network For Earth Receives Award
The Ralph L. Sm ith Foundation 

has awarded Ecum enical M inistries 
o f  O regon’s Interfaith Network for 
Earth Concerns $9,000 to support 
IN EC ’s work in environm ental ju s­
tice, food sustainability, Portland 
metro livability, and global warming 
education and advocacy.

“The timing couldn’t be better,” 
said TNEC director Jenny Holmes, 
noting two upcoming events that will

enhance INEC ’s ongoing work in glo­
bal warming and in food security. The 
first, a training for clergy at Silver 
Falls State Park, Oct. 29-30, will bring 
together religious leaders from over 
25 faith groups to learn ways they can 
em power their congregations to both 
act and advocate to slow global warm­
ing. The other event, IN EC’s fourth 
annual A Place at the Table confer­
ence on N ovem ber 3 and 4, will bring

Workshop Offers Insights 
Into Refugee Struggles

S ponso rs O rg a n iz e d  to  A ssis t 
R efugees (SO A R ), the refugee re ­
se ttle m e n t p ro g ram  o f  E cu m en i­
ca l M in is tr ie s  o f  O reg o n  (E M O ), 
w ill host a w o rk sh o p  on re fu g ee  
re se ttle m e n t c a lle d  T he C o m p as­
s io n a te  M iss io n a ry  on  M onday , 
O ctober 23, from  9 a m . to 3 :30., at 
S av ag e  M em o ria l P re sb y te ria n  
C hurch, 1740SE 139,h S treet, P ort­
land .

T he w o rkshop  w ill in fo rm  p as­
to rs  and  o th e r  c o n g re g a tio n a l 
m em b ers  o f  the b e n e f its  o f  and 
n ee d  fo r re fu g e e  sp o n so rsh ip . 
P re sen te rs  w ill in c lu d e  rep rese n ­
ta tiv e s  o f  the  C h u rch  W orld  S er­
v ice  (C W S) national o ffice  in N ew 
Y o rk , SO A R  s ta ff , loca l ch u rch  
sp o n so rs , and  re fu g e e s  re se ttle d  
in  the  P o rtlan d  area .

A tten d ees w ill h ea r from  re fu ­
g ee s  w ho are  b u ild in g  new  liv es  
in  the P o rtlan d  a rea , rep o rts  from  
lo c a l ch u rc h es  d e sc r ib in g  th e ir  
ex p e rien ces o f  h o sp ita lity  to  re fu ­

gees, a rev iew  o f  U .S . fo re ign  
p o lic y  and  g lo b a l issu es  in v o lv ­
ing refu g ees and  o th e r  up ro o ted  
p eo p le , and a d isc u ss io n  abou t 
w hat sponso rsh ip  en ta ils  and how 
ch u rch es can  o rg a n iz e  for sp o n ­
so rsh ip . C o n tin e n ta l b re a k fa s t 
and  lunch  w ill be se rv ed  to  all 
p a r tic ip a n ts .

“ F or d ecad es p eo p le  o f  fa ith  
have led  the w ay  in  w elcom ing  
peo p le  from  o th e r  c o u n trie s  in to  
o u r c o m m u n itie s ,” sa id  D av id  
L eslie , EM O  ex e cu tiv e  d irec to r.

“ T h is w o rk sh o p  p ro v id es  an 
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r ch u rc h es  
to  le a rn  a b o u t the  c h a l­
lenges th a t re fu g ee s  face 
and  to  find  ou t how  they 
can  h e lp .”

To re g is te r  o r  to  learn  
m ore ab o u t T he C o m p as­
sio n a te  M iss io n a ry , c o n ­
tact Peter Ilyin, SO A R spon­
s o r s h ip  c o o r d in a to r ,  a t 
(503)284-3002.

together people with varied roles in 
creating a region where people have 
access to fresh, nutritious food and 
w here natural resources are sus­
tained. The founding will also sup­
port IN EC’s ongoing w ork in envi­
ro n m en ta l
j u s t i c e ,
w hich has _____________________
i n c l u d e d  
a d v o c a c y  
for the cre­
ation o f  an 
e n v i r o n -  
m e n t a l  
s t e w a r d ­
ship plan as 
well as ecu- 
m e n ic  a 1 
d ia lo g u e s  
on the fu­
ture o f  the 
C o lu m b ia  
River bas in.
Other INEC 
w ork sup­
p o rted  by 
th e  g ran t 
includes an 
o n g o i n g  
co lla b o ra ­
tio n  w ith

the Coalition fora Livable Future and 
other groups to help the faith commu­
nity, educational institutions, gov­
ernm ental groups, and nonprofits 
work together to create a more livable 
Portland metro region.
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Limited to stock  on hand!

OTT-LITE® True.Color" Lighting 
Table, tlexarni, easel & floor lamps av ailable

30% OFF regular price
Great tor gifts! Terrific tor sewing and craftw ork. 
Reduces eyestrain -  energy-efficient.

We are looking for cheerful, outgoing sales associates. 
Sewing experience is preferred. If you are interested, 
Contact our store manager at (503) 252-9530

Watch for our updated website featuring 
SECURE on-line ordering.

Shop Fabric Depot ON-LINE!
www.fabricdepot.com

BE SURE TO CHECK OUR STORE FOR “MANAGER’S SPECIALS"
•Discounts do not apph to previously discounted or marked down items. 10/10/00 thru 10/24/00

RETAIL -  WHOLESALE
7 0 0  S .E . 1 2 2 n d  Ave. 

P o rtla n d , O R
252-9530

Visit our website at 
www.fabricdepot.com

1-800-392-3376
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G eÎeèraiton P re  sznts:

Big City Produce
Named BEST FRESH MARKET in 

Portland 1999!!

Buy the Case, Buy the Pound, or 
Buy the Bunch,

You Save BIG at Big City Produce!
Best Greens in Portland.

Best ethnocentric selections in Portland. 
722 N. Sumner St. (Corner of N. Albina & N. 

Sumner)
One Block West of Jefferson High School. 

460-3830
Open 7 Days a Week

Mon-Fri 7:30 -  7:00pm 
Sat. 9:00am -  6pm 

Sun. 10:00am -  6pm
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S a tu r d a y t G c io èer  20^} 2000 a t  

7:00pm Jefferson  P f i y £  P erfo rm in g

Cftris G en ler
$10 00 in  advance, $11 0 0  a tth e  door 

T ickets  available at F r id a y s  E s p r e s s o  and  all 
F a s t ix x  ou tle ts

For in fo rm ation  call 503-224-TIX X

Fridays Espresso • Chapter 7 Christian Books • Heaven’s Archives - Maritin & Son Automotive KKSL ♦ K Praise
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