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Stu tem en l by Bob J. N ash und  
Janis F. Kearney regarding stop  
by M ontgom ery County, M aryland  
Police.

O n Sept. 6, a t approxim ately  
10:15 p.m., we believe we were vic­
tims o f  racial profiling by M ont­
gomery County Police. Until that 
moment, we had an intellectual un­
derstanding o f  the bogus crim e of 
(Driving W hile Black). But, in a few 
terrifying moments, we felt it more 
deeply and more personally than any 
words could ever convey.

There has been growing interest 
on the part o f  the media and others 
about what happened. We want to 
take this opportunity to tell you in 
our own words.

First o f  all, we were returning 
from a dinner at a relative’s home 
and had not violated any traffic laws 
w hatsoever. S udden ly , ap p ro x i­
mately eight police cars and twice 
that many police officers surrounded 
our vehicle and pointed spotlights, 
pistols and shotguns at our vehicle. 
At this point, neither one o f  us had 
said one w ord to the police and we 
followed each and every order very 
carefully and slow ly because we 
feared for our lives given the large 
num ber o f  p isto ls and shotguns

Form er Portland Police C h ief 
Charles M oose apologizes after 
a couple accuses his 
M ontgom ery County, M aryland  
police fo rc e  with racial profiling. 

pointed at us.
W e were both then handcuffed by 

the police officers. The pistol and 
shotguns w ere aimed at us until we 
were handcuffed. A t this point, I 
asked a police officer why we were 
stopped and treated in the manner 
decried above. He responded by ask­
ing if  I owned the vehicle I was

driving, I said yes. He then asked me 
for my identification. He reached 
into my pockets and took out my 
driver's license. A few seconds later 
he said we made a mistake.

At that point, they took the hand­
cuffs o ff  us. I then told him that 1 was 
a law-abiding citizen and have al­
ways supported the work o f  our law 
enforcement officers, but my wife 
and I were em barrassed, humiliated 
and afraid for our lives and did not 
appreciate the way we were treated. 
He then indicated that a black man 
had stolen a black infinity SUV at 
gunpoint earlier in the evening and 
they were looking for the individual.

I then told an officer that m y wife 
and I worked at the W hite House and 
had not broken any laws. An officer 
then apologized to us and let us go. 
I asked for and received his business 
card.

I la ter then called  the S ilver 
Spring, Maryland District Headquar­
ters and asked for the officer in 
charge. Again, I made it known that 
my wife and I were strong support­
ers o f  law enforcement officers, but 
we were traum atized as result o f  the 
stop by the police officers. He then 
told me that a black male had stolen 
an SUV at gunpoint and that is why

we were stopped. 1 asked the officer 
to fax me a copy o f  the incident 
report regarding the stolen vehicle. 
A fter receiving and reviewing the 
incident report and reflecting on the 
report between 11 p.m. and nearly 
dawn, we becam e more upset be­
cause o f  the following facts:

1) . W e did not violate any traffic 
laws that w ould justify  us being 
stopped.

2) . The incident report indicated 
that the suspect was a 5 ft. light­
skinned black male. I am 5 ’ 11 and 
dark-skinned.

3) . M y vehicle is blue, not black. 
The street was well lit and there 
w ere num erous spotlights on my 
wife the vehicle and me.

4) . M y tag num ber is registered 
to my w ife and I, not to the owner o f  
the stolen vehicle.

W e ap p re c ia ted  M ontgom ery  
County Police C h ief Charles Moose 
calling me and apologizing for the 
mistake. However, we should have 
never been handcuffed and had nu­
merous pistols shotguns aimed at us 
given the facts o f  the situation.

Let me be clear: W e do not feel 
entitled to any special treatm ent 
because o f  ou r positions in the 
W hite House. But, we do not want

any more innocent people to have to 
go through what we went through.

W e also want to make it clear that 
our outrage is personal. It in no way 
reflects the policies o r positions o f  
the President. In fact, we have both 
w o rk e d  h ard  to  su p p o r t the 
P resident’s blanched and effective 
approach to criminal justice, which 
includes putting more police on the 
street and giving them the tools they 
need to do their jobs. This approach 
has resulted in the crim e rate going 
down seven years in a row. The Presi­
dent has been a strong supporter o f  
the police and has worked hard to 
improve the relationship between 
citizens and police. And, he has taken 
a strong stand against racial profil­
ing, including issuing a directive to 
collect data on the race, ethnicity 
and gender o f  individuals stopped is 
to help us to determ ine where prob­
lems exist in the Federal Law en­
forcement context, and to guide the 
developm ent o f  solutions to help us 
increase the fairness o f  Federal law 
enforcem ent activities.

In summary, we are upset at how we 
were treated and hope the attention fo­
cused on our unfortunate incident will 
help prevent innocent people from be­
ing treated this way in the future.
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George W. and 
His Racial 
Covenant

By Tara Wall, National Advi­
sors Council o f  P roject 21and  
a id e  to M ich igan  Gov. John  
Engler (R).

You may have heard the rumor 
that presidential candidate George 
W. Bush owned a home with a 
racial covenant that kept him from 
selling it to minorities. It's true, he 
did. But so did the late President 
John F. Kennedy. For the two o f  
them to have a clause in the deeds 
to their homes does not make them 
racist because such covenants are 
common but unenforceable.

A largely hidden relic o f  our 
nation’s past ignorance, racial cov­
enants were meant to keep neigh­
borhoods exclusively white. The

covenant on Bush’s house, written 
in 1939, started, “Said premises shall 
be used for private dw elling pur­
poses only and by w hite persons 
only, excluding bona fide servants 
o f  any race.” They were com mon at 
that point in our history, and prob­
ably fairly common in older homes 
in the South.

It’s unknown, however, if  Bush 
even knew the covenant existed since 
it was part o f  any o f  the documents 
he signed. The covenant was among 
documents held by the county gov­
ernment.

Bush bought the house in 1988 
and sold it in 1995. Even ifhe wanted 
to, he could not have enforced the 
racial covenant on the home because 
racial covenants were found uncon­
stitutional in 1948. In the case o f 
Shelley v. K raem er, the U ntied 
States Supreme Court ruled that the 
14th Amendment to the Constitu­
tion does not protect racial cov­
enants because they require the gov-

em m ent to discriminate against 
its citizens.

Furthermore, the Fair Hous­
ing Act o f  1968 outlawed new 
racial covenants and any discrim i­
nation in housing. And the Texas 
legislature specifically outlawed 
racial covenants in 1984.

Racial co venants are no w an anach­
ronism -much like a law that is still on 
the books in Newark, New Jersey 
making it illegal to buy ice cream 
after 6 p.m. without a doctor's note. 
An oppressive law, to be sure, but 
Ben and Jerry need not wony about 
ending up in prison sifting through 
millions of documents and micro­
film -  all to remove racist doctrine 
that is no longer enforceable. Clearly, 
it would be a waste of tax dollars.

There are probably hundreds of 
black Americans and other minori­
ties living in homes with racial cov­
enants that were supposed to keep 
them from being there. But they are, 
and no one is going to remove them.

Economy Leaves 
Children Behind

Child poverty in America drops 
from 13.5 m illion children in 1998 
to 12.1 million in 1999, according 
to new U.S. Census Bureau figures.

W hile the percentage o f  children 
living in poverty in A m erica is at its 
lowest level since 1979, the per­
centage o f  poor children in working 
families continues to clim b with 
77% o f  poor children living in fami­
lies where som eone is working.

The C h ild ren ’s D efense Fund 
hopes the dow nw ard trend contin­
ues but believe that 12.1 million 
children in poverty is still too high 
and that too many American chil­
dren remain at the bottom o f the 
nation’s agenda.

“W e are very glad that 1.4 million 
children are no longer poor, but we 
are very sad that 12.1 million chil-

dren are still poor and a great major­
ity o f  them in working families,” 
sa id  M a ria n  W rig h t E d elm an , 
fo u n d e r an d  p re s id e n t o f  the 
C h ild ren ’s D efense Fund. “ It is 
shameful that more children are liv­
ing in poverty now than 20 years age. 
W hen has there ever been a better 
time for this nation to invest in its 
children than when it has huge fed­
eral and state surplus, billions in 
tobacco settlements, billions in wel­
fare reform money, millions in un­
spent child health money in the state, 
and 8 years o f  prosperity? I f  not 
now, when?”

The Census poverty figures show 
that more families are struggling to stay 
afloat in the workforce, and that the 
percentage o f poor children living in 
working families continues to rise.
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SAFEWAY
FOOD & DRUG

Look For Your
Safew ay W e e k ly  

Shopping G u ide

In Your Oregonian FOODday 

in the Portland Metro Area 

...and save more by shopping 

at Safeway.

Visit Safeway's Web site at 
wwwsafewaycom
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Beef Chuck 
7-Bone Roast
Bone-in.
SAVE up to 
$1.29 lb.

Ib,0
Safeway Club Price

Safeway 
Coffee
34.5 to 39-oz. Special 
Roast, French Roast or 
100% Colombian. 
26-oz. Decaffeinated. 
Limit 1.
SAVE up to $3.71 Safeway Club Price

Collard and 
Mustard Greens
Fresh Bunch. Grown in Oregon.
SAVE up to 51 (on 3
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