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Death Penalty Flawed
T h e C lin to n  A d m in is tra tio n  

should offer the leadership required 
to guide the United States away from 
judicial executions

A Justice Department study has 
reportedly found significant racial and 
geographical disparities in the appli­
cation o f  the death penalty at a fed­
eral level and indicates that m inori­
ties - particularly African Americans 
have been disproportionately tar­
geted.

It also reportedly shows that pur­
suit o f  death sentences by federal 
prosecutors is not uniform across the 
country despite efforts by Attorney

Bush Ad 
Disgusting

1 am w riting  to express m y 
to tal d isgust w ith  the m ost re ­
cent R epublican  ad a ttack ing  A1 
G ore’s H ealth  C are Plan.

The advertisem ent, w hich  I 
understand , was p roduced  by 
the sam e people w ho cam e up 
w ith the “ R ats” ad, is clearly  
m isleading and false. It dem on­
strates the depths to  w hich the 
Republic’s will go to scare, shock 
and even lie to  seniors, like m e, 
to get votes here in O regon.

As I understand it, A1 G ore’s 
plan protects M edicare by placing 
the entire M edicare surplus in a 
lockbox, so it can only be used for 
M edicare and paying down the 
national debt.

A1 G ore’s plan will also modern­
ize Medicare and work to eliminate 
fraud and waste. He will also, make 
sure seniors can choose their own 
doctor and a health plan that makes 
sense for them.

1 also believe G ore’s plan for 
prescription drugs is best for all 
seniors. His plan will establish a 
voluntary, affordable prescription 
drug plan and he will ensure 55 to 
65 years olds can buy into M edi­
care.

Thank you for your tim e and 
consideration in this important 
matter.
Lolita A. Darby,
Retired Educator 
North Portland

Thank you Portland 
O bserver

I am writing to thank you for this 
assistance that you and The O b­
server provide by  public iz ing  our 
needs for vo lun teers.

Come to  th e

MBE/WBE/ESB
CERTIFICATION

WORKSHOP
Are you a minority- or woman-owned business owner or 
contractor interested in learning more about contracting 

opportunities and the state minority- or woman-owned business, 
or emerging small business certification process?

If so, this workshop is for you.

Friday, September 29, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Oregon Association of Minority Entrepreneurs 
(OAME), 4134 N. Vancouver Avenue, Portland 
(Tri-Met bus line 5-Interstate).

• Individual consultation sessions that may help 
shorten the certification process

• Presentations from various general contractors 
as they seek to meet their needs from 
subcontractors

For more information contact:
Tyrone Henry 823-3315 or Loretta Ebert 823-3354 

PDC Website:www.portlandd«v.org 
OMWESB Website: www.cbs.state.or.us/omwesb

Sponsored by the Portland Development Commission <PDC), C ity o f Portland, 
State o f Oregon Office o f Minority, Women and Emerging Small Business 

(O M W ESB ), M ETR O  and the Port o f Portland

General Janet Reno to make it so.
“No one should be surprised that 

the federal death penalty is display­
ing the same lottery like qualities that 
plague capital justice at a state level,” 
said W illiams F. Schulz, Executive 
Director o f  Amnesty International 
USA “W e urge President Clinton to 
exercise leadership on this life-and- 
death issue.

Amnesty International and others 
have consistently docum ented how 
prosecutorial discretion, coupled with 
issues o f  politics, race and economic 
status, have rendered the U.S. death 
penalty arbitrary, discriminatory and

Y our new spaper has provided 
o u r S e n io r  C orps p rog ram  w ith  
sev era l new  v o lu n teers  w ho w ill 
im p a c t the  liv es  o f  h u n d red s o f  
c h ild re n  in the reg ion . It m eans 
a lo t, n o t on ly  to o u r p ro g ram , 
b u t the  sch o o ls , ch ild ren , and  
fam ilie s  th a t our v o lu n te e rs  a s ­
s is t. T he P o rtlan d  O b se rv e r’s 
co m m itm en t and su p p o rt is a 
g rea t a s se t to  the en tire  co m m u ­
n ity .

I lo o k  fo rw ard  to  w hat ou r 
fu tu re  ho ld s  b ecau se  o f  the se r­
v ic e  you  co n tin u e  to  p rov ide .
Randy Lucas 
Senior Corps
Volunteer Recruitment Specialist

Measure 9 
Threatens Local 
Control

B allo t M easu re  9 is a d irec t 
th rea t to  the local co n tro l o f  
o u r sch o o ls  th a t w e now  en joy . 
L o ca l p a re n ts , te a c h e rs  and 
sc h o o l b o a rd s  k n o w  w h a t’s 
b es t fo r o u r k ids -  i t ’s th e ir  jo b  
to  g u id e  o u r k ids everyday ; i t ’s 
n o t the jo b  o f  a sp ec ia l in te res t 
g ro u p  w ith  a narro w  agenda.

B a llo t M easu re  9 w ould  e s ­
ta b lish  a new  d ic ta te  from  the 
s ta te , and  the b u rea u c racy  that 
ac co m p an ie s  th a t, to  m ake d e ­
c is io n  ab o u t how  to teach  o u r 
k ids in  o u r ow n schoo ls.

T h a t v io la te s  the local c o n ­
tro l w e v a lue  w ith  ou r sch o o ls  
r ig h t now .

F o r m ore in fo rm a tio n  abou t 
how  M e asu re  9 is dan g e ro u s 
fo r  k id s  an d  d a n g e ro u s  fo r 
sc h o o ls , p le a se  c o n tac t Je n n i­
fer W ebber, N o on 9 C om m uni­
cation  D irector at 503-232-7176.

unfair.
"This ‘A m erican-roulette’ isahu- 

man rights scandal for which there is 
only one solution abolition,” Dr. 
Schulz said.

In an A ugust 1999 letter respond­
ing to Am nesty International’s find­
ing in its report on race and the U.S. 
death  penalty . K illing w ith p re ju ­
dice, the Justice D epartm ent agreed 
that “ it canno t be d ispu ted  that the 
circum stances o f  m any o f  the iden­
tified ca se s .. . raise concerns.’’How­
ever, the department said that this 
was a m atter for the states and that at
the federal level “every effort has such violations by saying that it can- all.’

Joe Sperm is a bad seed
“Planned Parenthood’s Big Sex in­

dustry is now exploiting children in the 
same way Big Tobacco did-with a car­
toon.' ’ said Ed Szymkowiak, national di­
rector ofStop Planned Parenthood Inter­
national. Szymkowiak was referring to 
Planned Parenthood’ latest affront-a 
walking, talking, sperm-like cartoon wear­
ing sunglasses.

On Sept 16, children watching the 
Celebration Parade in Eugene, Oregon 
wereexposedtoJoeSpermashemarvhed 
along with giant condoms and birth con­
trol pills-with a bevy ofhumans, dressed 
as sperm, chasing others dressed as eggs.

Wyden Applauds Oil Swap
U.S Senator Ron W yden (D-Ore) 

is applauding President C linton’s 
decision to release oil from nation’s 
strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR). 
In a Feb letter to Energy Secretary Bill 
Richardson, W yden had called in the 
Departm ent o f  Energy (DOE) to ini-

uppose a tree fell through your garage tonight...
WHO WOULD COME THROUGH FOR YOU TOMORROW?

You’re inside your house, safe from the big storm. When, b o o m !  Lightning strikes. Next 
thing you know, there's a tree all the way through your garage roof. Taking care of claims 
like this is what American Family Insurance is all about. Over 70 years of experience 
means fast, efficient service and home protection you can trust. Life is unpredictable. 
That’s why it’s good to have a homeowners insurance policy you can count on. If a storm 
should put a tree through your garage tonight, it’s comforting to know you can depend 
on Family to come through for you tomorrow. Call one of our knowledgeable, friendly 
agents today. Or visit our website at www.amfam.com.

Find out all the ways “Family” comes through for you!

All Your Protection Under One Roof.
Check your local directory for the agent nearest you

02000 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Office Madison, Wl 53783 Home Office Columbus. OH 43240 wwwamfam com

been made to force less race as a 
factor in the decision as to w hether to 
seek the death penalty." The depart­
ments own review seems now to 
indicate that “every effort” has not 
been enough.

Amnesty International noted that 
the U.S. regularly violates interna­
tional standards on the death pen­
alty, including the use o f  it against 
children, the mentally impaired, those 
denied adequate legal represention, 
those whose innocense is in serious 
doubt, and foreign nationals without 
appeals m ust take a stand against

Joe Spenn ads are now on Eugene City 
buses. “Planned Parenthood has created 
a cartoon character that will cause even 
very young children to become inter­
ested in sex,” Szymkowiak added. “Joe 
Sperm deserves the same negative re­
sponse drawn by Camel cigarettes’ Joe 
Camel led kids to dunk smoking is ‘cool.’

Joe Sperm will do die same for contra­
ceptives and sex. Planned Parenthood’s 
so-called ‘safe sex’ can lead to sexually 
transmitted diseases abortion and seri­
ous post-abortion problems The citizens 
o f  Eugene should kick Joe Sperm and 
Planned Parenthood out o f town.”

tiate a lease exchange or “swap” o f  oil 
from the SPR to give consumers some 
immediate relief from skyrocketing 
gas prices, and has repeatedly urged 
the administration to release 30 mil­
lion barrels to head o ff supply shocks 
and severe price spikes

not interfere in individuals sta tes’ 
use o f  capital punishment.

H istory  show s that co u n tries  
that have abolished sta te execu ­
tions -  now m ore than h a lf  o f  all 
nations -  have not done so on the 
basis o f  op in ion  polls, but have 
relied  upon the courage and vision 
o f  leaders to adopt a lte rna tives  to 
th is brutal and b ru talizing  p u n ish ­
m ent,” Dr. S chulz said. “ The death 
penalty  is beyond repair. A m ora­
torium  o f  federal executions w ould 
be a constructive first step to  en d ­
ing the death penalty  once and for

Bill Shepherd, executive director o f 
Planned Parenthood m Southwestern 
Oregon, admitted recentlythatJoe Sperm 
ispartofabirthcontrolprogramaimedat 
the poor in the region. "The beauty of this 
program for Oregon,” he said, “is that the 
federal government will match our state 
funding on a 9-to-l basis. Right now 
Oregon’s putting in $ 1.5million, and the 
federal government is adding $ 13.5 mil­
lion” (Eugene Register-Guard Sept 19, 
2000). “Obviously, Planned Parenthood 
is counting on the Joe Sperm ad cam­
paign to help diem get a huge chuck of 
this $ 15 million pot o f  taxpayer money."

“Tapping the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve shows strong, decisive lead­
ership to help consumers and sustain 
our economic growth. This will imme­
diately increase the oil supply which 
should bring dow n prices at the 
pump," W yden said.
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