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D iv e rs ity  show s th ro u g h  in  new  O regon  m ed ica l schoo l s tu d e n ts

photos by M ichael L eighton/T he PortlandO bserver

Van Tran o f  
Portland (left) 
and Ivory 
Crittendon o f  
Abilene,
Texas are 

fitted  with 
their first 
white coats as 
a symbol o f  
their entry 
into the field  
o f  medicine.

by M ichael L eighton

A diverse class o f  96 entering, first- 
year medical students at Oregon 
Health Sciences University stood 
Friday and recited a medical creed 
called the Oath o f  Geneva.
The ritual was one o f  the first duties 
o f the class o f 2004 as they become 
more aware o f  their professional 
responsibilities.
They were also cloaked in their first 
white coats, a symbol of the physician- 
patient relationship. The message: 
physicians should care as well as 
cure.

These first year medical students were 
also encouraged to lead noble and 
honorable lives.
The class o f  2004 is comprised of 
students from Portland, the greater 
N orthw est and from across the 
country. The largest minority group 
co nsisted  o f  11 studen ts who 
identified them selves as Asian- 
A m ericans, th ree  studen ts as 
Hispanic, one as African-American, 
and one from Puerto Rico. Four 
students did not specify an ethic 
background.
TheOHSU School ofMedicine is the 
direct descendant o f  the University 
o f Oregon School o f Medicine that 
first opened its doors in Portland in 
1887 and graduated its first class the 
following year.
Only one other medical school in the 
west has a longer lineage; only 33 of 
the present 125 medical schools in 
the United States existed prior to the 
founding o f the School ofM edicine 
in Oregon.
T oday the schoo l is w idely  
recognized for excellence and its 
m ission  con tinues to be the 
enhancem ent o f  hum an health  
through program s in education, 
research, health care delivery and 
public service.

Future doctors at OHSU are cloaked with their first white coats.
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Portland

Classes start the week of Sept. 25. 

Call 503-614-7270. 
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To better serve a growing population and its increased 

reliance on modems, wireless phones, fax machines, and 

pagers, the phone companies of Oregon have added a

new 971 area code to the 503 area. This kind of change is not just occurring in 

Oregon, but throughout the country. And because the new codes differ in format from 

previous codes that contained either a ' 1 or a ‘0 in the second digit, you should check 

all specialized Central Office-based systems for compatibility. Some of these systems 

may require reprogramming or upgrading. Cellular phones must be reprogrammed by 

your cellular service provider.

Io test your equipment, call the new Oregon area code test line at 

1-800-000-0000. If you have any difficulty dialing the new area 

code, please call your operator to assist you in placing \ >

The Oregon Telecommunications Association and Your Local Telecommunications Providers
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