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Glosario
Glossary

adelantar - advance 
aprobación -  approval 
bancas -  banks 
derrocar el gobierno del 
presidente -  overthrow the 
govemment o f  the president 
desapercibido - unprepared 
desarrollo tecnológico -  
technological development 
durante varios momentos — 
during various moments 
El vicepresidente argentino -  
The Argentinian Vice 
President
El presidente de Brasil -  The 
Brazilian president 
El temor de problemas -  the 
fea r  ofproblems 
Enero - January 
énfasis -  emphasis 
graves incidentes — grave 
incidents
jornada -  day 's journey  
justicia federal - fe d e ra l  
justice
los mercados -  the markets 
los ministros peruanos de 
economía -  the Peruvian 
minister o f  Economy 
mensajes anónimos -  
anonymous messages 
nuevo proyecto regional -  new 
regional plan
once colegas de la región -  
eleven colleges o f  the región 
opositor - opposition 
otros movimientos sociales -  
other social movements 
peor crisis en los 170 años -  
worst crisis in 170 years 
“plan secreto ” -  secret plan 
reunión con empresarios — « 
meeting with managers 
senadores -  senators 
últimos años -  latest years 
un plan completo — a complete 
plan
una década -  a decade 
vial - road

J L e a m A  
Spanish 
reading
the news J

P ro p o n en  
a d e la n ta r  
comicios en 
el Senado
B uenos A ires (R eu ters) - E l 
vicepresidente argentino propuso 
ayer adelantar los comicios del 2001 
para la renovación del Senado, debido 
al escándalo desatado por el supuesto 
cobro de sobornos por parte de 
legisladores. “Habría que pensar si la 
Constitución no deja alguna luz para 
a d e la n ta r  las e lecc io n es de 
senadores", dijo el vicepresidente 
Carlos Álvarez a una radio local. 
Ocho senadores, siete del opositor 
Partido Justicialista (peronista) y uno 
de la gobernante Alianza, están 
siendo investigados por la justicia 
debido a su participación en un 
presunto pago de sobornos a cambio 
de la aprobación en abril de una ley 
laboral impulsada por el Gobierno. 
El v ie rn es , tres senadores 
renunc ia ron  a su inm unidad 
parlamentaría para someterse a la 
justicia y otros cuatro ofrecieron 
dimitir a sus bancas.
La crisis comenzó con una nota 
periodística y mensajes anónimos que 
acusaban a los senadores peronistas 
de haber aceptado sobornos de 
funcionarios oficiales para que 
aprobaran la ley laboral en abril.
Más tarde, Álvarez hizo una denuncia 
ante la justicia federal.
El caso golpea a la administración de 
Femando de la Rúa, quien llegó al 
poder en diciembre prometiendo 
poner fin a una década de denuncias 
de corrupción en el gobierno del 
peronista Carlos Menem.
Ahora es la propia A lianza la 
protagonista de uno de los mayores 
escándalos de corrupción de los 
últimos años.

Mexican president touts open borders
CONTRIBUTE!! STORY 

tor T he Port lamp Observer

VÍcente Fox, on a splashy first visit to 
the United States since his landmark 
election as president o f  Mexico, 
barnstormed through Washington 
promoting his vision o f a more united 
North America.
W hether meeting with President 
Clinton in the Oval Office, Vice 
President Gore at his residence or 
human rights activists at a downtown 
hotel, Fox spread the same message: 
In this new global era, it is time to 
begin slowly knocking down barriers 
along the 2,000-mile border between 
the United States and Mexico. 
Clinton did not discuss specifics of 

Fox’s proposals but spoke o f  the 
inevitability o f  ever closer ties 
between the two countries. “I think 
over time, you will see a growing 
interdependence in our hemisphere,” 
Clinton said in the White House Rose 
Garden as he stood shoulder to 
shoulder with Fox, who was wearing 
the black cowboy boots that have 
become his trademark. “It will be the 
way of the world. I regret I won’t be 
around for a lot o f it. But it is a good 
thing.”
Fox, whose unexpected July 2 election 
ended 71 years o f unbroken rule by 
the Institutional Revolutionary Party, 
takesofficeinM exicoCityonDec. 1, 
seven weeks before Clinton leaves 
office.
Gore praised Fox’s “fresh ideas and 
new energy,” but he 
also expressed concern that “certain 
aspects o f this [open border] proposal 
could prove problematic in the United 
States,” one o f his aides said. 
Outspoken and charismatic, Fox has 
established himself as the face o f  a 
new  M exico, a leader who is 
aggressively promising the United 
States an era o f more fruitful relations 
with Mexico, the second-largest U.S. 
trading partner after Canada.
The three nations have been grouped 
in the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) since 1994. 
Fox’s big-picture ideas for radically 
expanding NAFTA into greater 
econom ic integration , although 
expressed before, generated a buzz 
as he voiced them in Washington on 
his first trip here as president-elect. 
Part ofFox ’ s appeal here is curiosity: 
Who is the 6-foot-4 former rancher 
and C oca-C ola executive who 
defeated the world’ s longest-running 
political machine? But part o f  the 
interest also seemed to flow from the 
novelty and sweep o f his ideas. 
Repeating what has become a mantra, 
he said the way to curb the flow of 
people who want to enter the United 
States from Mexico is to create more 
employment opportunities for them

Levantamiento indígena en
Ecuador apenas se sintió
Quito (Efe/DPA) - El inicio del levantamiento convocado por indígenas y otros 
movimientos sociales contra la política económica del presidente, Gustavo 
Noboa, no ha alterado la normalidad en el país, aunque sus promotores han 
advertido que sus acciones serán progresivas.
La primera jomada del llamado levantamiento popular se desarrolló sin graves 
incidentes y no se registraron los cortes de carreteras de manifestaciones 
anteriores.
A pesar de las advertencias, el suministro de productos básicos fue el habitual 
en las principales ciudades, pero hubo un movimiento especulativo de precios. 
Las actividades fueron normales en Quito, donde circuló sin problemas el 
transporte público, cuyos representantes han recalcado que no se sumarán a 
las protestas, aunque mantienen vigente su reclamación por el aumento de las 
multas por infracciones de tráfico.
Los tradicionales cortes de carreteras y presencia de indígenas en las vías del 
interior del país fueron inexistentes, pero los transportistas interprovinciales 
informaron de poca afluencia de pasajeros ante el temor de problemas por las 
protestas.
El suministro de servicios públicos fue igualmente normal, así como el 
despacho de combustibles. El presidente de la estatal Petro-ecuador, Rodolfo 
Bamiol, aseguró que hay “mucha normalidad" en la distribución de carburantes 
y garantizó la entrega de combustible en el país.
Las actividades laborales, comerciales y la banca en las ciudades de Guayaquil 
y Cuenca tampoco registraron problemas, mientras desde la provincia tropical 
de Manabí se informó de algunas dificultades en el suministro de alimentos en 
los mercados.
No obstante, la policía logró controlar un brote de violencia en los alrededores 
de la universidad de Guayaquil donde se protestaba contra la política económica 
del Gobierno.
Los medios informativos atribuyen la tranquilidad en la primera jornada  a una 
estrategia que forma parte de un "plan secreto".
Los preparativos ocultos
Los representantes de indígenas y de los movimientos sociales reafirmaron su 
posición, pese a las advertencias de Noboa de aplicar la ley contra quienes 
alteren el orden, e insistieron en que las movilizaciones serán paulatinas y 
pacíficas. Los indígenas de Ecuador advirtieron que tienen “todo previsto y 
programado", para el éxito del levantamiento iniciado esta madrugada y que 
en sus primeras horas pasó prácticamente desapercibido.
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at home— and he vowed to do that, 
saying his immediate aim is to create 
more than 1 million jobs. “It is the 
obligation o f  Mexico to improve the 
conditions and quality and standard 
o f living in Mexico,” Fox said. But he 
added that that would occur more 
quickly if all three North American 
countries work together.
Fox also said his trip is not aimed at 
signing accords or offering specific 
proposals. Rather, he said, it is 
designed to raise new ideas on vital 
issues.
One o f Fox’s ideas is for the United 
States and Canada to help finance job 
c rea tio n  and developm ent in 
Mexico— following a pattern set by 
the European Union— so Mexicans 
would have less reason to migrate 
north. But he got a tepid response in 
Canada on Tuesday and Wednesday 
from Prime Minister Jean Chretien, 
who voiced doubt about whether an 
EU -style association  for North 
America is realistic in the near future. 
R espond ing  to C anad ian  
reservations, Fox said at a crowded 
news conference that there was some 
confusion about his vision fora more 
in teg ra ted  N orth  A m erica. He 
specifically said he is not advocating 
a common currency along European 
lines. “We don’t see dollarization,” 
he declared. There is “no way we 
would propose that.”
There also has been grumbling in 
Washington that Fox’s vision o f  an 
open border between the United 
States and Mexico is more fantasy 
than policy.
“If we start making the border more 
porous— and it is already like a sieve 
blasted by buckshot—you will have 
one-quarter o f  Mexico’s population 
in the U.S. Sun Belt within a couple 
months,” said George W. Grayson, a 
Mexico scholar at the College o f 
William & Mary. Even in 20 years, 
Grayson said, “you are not going to 
see the stark wage differential narrow 
sufficiently so you could have an 
open border.”
In addition to his novelty, Fox is 
benefiting from growing awareness 
in the Republican and Democratic 
parties o f  the power o f the Hispanic 
vote in this country. More than 7 
million Americans are o f Mexican 
origin, one o f  every four foreign-bom 
immigrants.
“This c rea tes  an oppo rtu n ity , 
perhaps a bidding war, between Gore 
and Bush over who can do more for 
Mexico,” said Delal Baer, director of 
the Mexico Project at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. 
Fox is scheduled to fly to Dallas 
Friday to meet with Texas Go v. George 
W. Bush, the Republican presidential 
candidate. Fox is also buoyed by the 
good fortune o f  being the first

incoming Mexican president in nearly 
a quarter-century to inherit a relatively 
healthy economy, rhat is a huge relief 
for U.S. officials, who have had to 
help Mexico out of a string of financial 
crises.
The Mexican economy has grown 
steadily over the past four years and 
is now clipping along at an annual 
growth rate o f more than 7 percent.

Looking for a home

Direct foreign investment, much ofit 
from the United States, is flowing in 
and foreign reserves are at historic 
highs. While Fox cannot take credit 
for any of this, he is certainly enjoying 
it. Clinton and Secretary o f  State 
Madeleine K. Albright, who also met 
w ith Fox, thanked him for his 
willingness to reach out to human 
rights groups. Human rights abuses

Piénselo. Usted se siente orgulloso de los 
hijos que crió. Sus nietos también son 
hermosos e inteligentes. La realidad de la 
jubilación finalmente ha llegado y  ha 
resultado mejor de lo que imaginaba 
Pero todo esto no lo hubiera logrado sin
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que le permite relajarse. ¿Y 
no era eso justamente lo 
que tenía en mente? Así 
que llame hoy mismo 
y hable con uno de 
n u e s t r o s  a m a b le s  
y serviciales agentes. Y 
e n to n c e s , ¡e m p ie c e  
a g o z a r !  N o s o tro s  
estaremos respaldándolo.

have been a problem w ith past 
Mexican governments, and many 
nongovernm ental organizations 
have complained that visa regulations 
have kept them out o f the country. 
When Fox met with environmental 
and hum an righ ts g roups, he 
promised them he will “make sure the 
doors are always open for them in 
Mexico.”

Se necisitan  
p a d r e s  
tem porales de 
crianza o padres 
adoptivos. Si está 
interezada en 
adoptar a cuidar 
a uno de estos 
niños, llame a 
Judy Orellana al 
teléfono 731- 
3147, ext. 2247.
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