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Entrenched as we are in the Pop
Teen Era, it’s not unusual to hear
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Mikaila’s voice comes on strong

about a young girl with a voice.
Mikaila, however, is anything but
the typical teen chanteuse. The fact
that she’s brunette is just the tip of
the iceberg.

“I'm not that,..sweet?” Mikaila
says, pointing out one personality
trait that sets her apart — and helps
make her pop music so refreshing.
“] love R&B and I love rap, so I
want my songs to be a little edgy
to be real, to be cool.”

And so they are. Big rumbly drums
and quirky-twinkly keyboards set
the tone for the first single, “So In
Love With Two” - a delicious take
on indecision served up true diva
style. “Straight to My Face” and
“Perfect World” drip attitude and
demand respect. Mikaila callsupon
fluid phrasing and emotional
expression for “The Art of Letting
Go,” while “Playground” is pop at
its most provocative. Even the
classic teenage crush song “Talk
About Me,” and ballads like “My
Heaven” and “My Heart Can’t Let

You Go,” which Mikaila co-wrote,
have a depth that belies the Dallas-
based singer's youth.

Mikaila’s life has always involved
music. ““I could sing before I could
talk,” “At 3 years old, I'd
stand in front of the mirror, singing
into a candlestick, and tell my
mother | want to be a star.” Back
then, inspiration came from the
ruling radio divas — Mariah, Celine
and Whitney Houston
contemporary gospel music.
Mikaila would sing her heart out in
her bedroom and in church, where
her mom played piano.
WhenMikaila was 9, her family left
her in Edmond, Oklahoma,
hometown for Dallas, where she
beganshowing offher velvety voice

she says.
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STEVE HARVEY~ D.L. HUGHLEY-» CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER - BERWIE MAG

ROGER EBERT & THE MOVIES, Roger Ebert and Richard Roeper

“TWO THUMBS UP!”

Articles: Friday by 5pm.
Ads: Monday by Noon

Focus welcomes freelance
submissions. Manuscripts and
photographs can be returned

if accompanied by a self-
addressed stamped envelope.

All created display ads
become the sole property of
the newspaper and cannot be
used in other publications or
personal usage without the
written consent of the general
manager, unless the client has
purchased the composition of
the ad.
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2000 UNCF walk-aThon
to Benefit the United Negro GollegeFumd

Saturaay, Septemper
at

Peninsula Park

Registration Begins - 8:00am
Walk Begins - 10:00am

Join us
for food, fun
and PI'I/L‘S!!!
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Safeway, Sheraton Portland Airport Hotels, Sleep Country USA
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