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Television Disney presents “Sea of Sharks”
CONTRIBUTED STQRY 

tor T he Portland O bserver

“Sea o f Sharks,” an enchanting, one- 
hour television nature special, paints 
an intriguingly intimate picture of 
the m u ch -feared , o ften - 
misunderstood shark. Syndicated by 
Buena Vista Television, the film is 
the third o f  four wildlife specials in 
“ D isn ey ’s N ew  T rue L ife 
Adventures.” “Sea o f  Sharks” airs 
from July 24 to August 27. Diving 
to the depths o f  the Pacific Ocean, 
the film  rev ea ls  the rich  
concentrations of marine life around 
seemingly
l i f e l e s s  
lava flows 
and coral 
ruling the 
waters and 
eliminating 
the weak, 
but with an 
evocative 
b e a u t y  
t h a t ’ s 
rarely attributed to the shark. “Sea 
o f  Sharks” explores how these 
om inous undersea inhabitan ts 
interact with their environment and 
the surrounding kaleidoscope o f 
creatures that fall under their 
domain.
F ilm m aker Pete Z u ccarin i, a 
renow ned  u n d erw a te r
cinematographer, offers a fresh 
perspective o f  the shark, combating 
g en era tio n s o f  fear and 
misconception. “Most people see 
sharks as death incarnate,” says 
Zuccarini. “Sharks represent the

"The shark is at the top o the food 
chain, patrolling as the policeman of 
the sea -  looking for weakness, much 
life the African lion. ”
- John Wilcox, executive producer 
for “Disney’s New True Life 
Adventures”

beast that lurks beneath 
the sea and I think 
people are fascinated 
by that.” Shot entirely 
on 35 mm, the film 
conveys the serenity 
and grace o f several 
species o f  sharks -  
from silky sharks and 
various reef sharks to 
the fasc ina ting  
s c a l l o p e d  
hammerhead, as well 
as an array o f marine 
life including majestic 
manta rays, gentle sea

turtles and the colossal
humpback whale.
“Sea o f  Sharks’ takes viewers 
underwater and into the lives of 
these creatures as they ensure their 
su rv iv a l,” says John W ilcox, 
executive producer for “Disney’s 
New True Life Adventures” and 
producer o f  the project. “The shark 
is at the top o the food chain, 
patrolling as the policeman of the 
sea -  looking for weakness, much 
life the African lion.”
Tranquil underwater scenes are 
accented  w ith the action and

adventure typically associated with 
sharks.
Zuccarini captures eye-opening 
footage o f feeding frenzies and inter- 
species aggression, rem inding 
v iew ers that the anim als are 
dangerous. “Filming sharks, you 
have to be within arm’s reach of 
whatever is going on,” he says. 
“There are definitely moments when 
you feel as though you may become 
part o f the food chain.” The film 
highlights the engaging hunt that 
precedes the attack, revealing the

sharks’ intelligence and ability to 
work with others for a common 
goal and a quick meal. 
Award-winning composer Mark 
Watters scored the original music 
for “Sea o f Sharks.” “We created an 
ethereal underwater mood with both 
instrumental and voice talent,” says 
W atters. The film ’s range o f  
emotion calls for especially sensual 
accompaniment -  from the ballet 
dance of a manta ray -  for which 
Watters merged operatic and new- 
age sounds -  to the mysteriously

quiet stealth ofthe shark’s hunt. His 
credits include the opening and 
closing ceremonies for the 1996 
Centennial Olympic Games, and a 
variety o f  Disney projects, such as 
the Aladdin television series and 
Doug’s First Movie.
Airing between July 24 and August 
27, “Sea o f Sharks” is syndicated 
by Buena Vista Television. Check 
local listings for date, time and 
station or visit www.disney.com/ 
animals for schedules and show 
details.A rt Galleries Show case: Paintings, Sculpture & Fabric

RED EAGLE GALLERY
1034 SW Taylor (comer o f 11th & 
Taylor)
downtown Portland 503/827-8551 
www.redeaglegallery.com

Red Eagle Gallery on the south side of the Central Library, brings 
you authentic museum-quality stone sculpture, in the Shona tradition 
from the beautiful land of Zimbabwe.

Couples in Unity by Wilbert 
Mudonha 2000 
Stone - Soapstone 
Height: 11.5"&8"

T he H ealing P ower of A rt
G roup S how  by Local Art Therapists P lus N ew Pain tin gs by S herry C asper

ONDA Studio & G allery July 27-A ugust 29,2000
2215 NE Alberta Street O pening and Artists'
Portland, OR 97211 • 503/493-1909 Reception: J uly 27,6-9 PM

Website- ondagallery.com
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