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Guide dogs receive training on Concordia University’s Campus

CONTRIBUTED STORY
FOR THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

Each year, Concordia University's
freshman class brings to campus new
goals, challenges and perspectives.
This past year’s class brought all
these things and more. They also
brought with it dogs —two to be exact.
Freshman Ashley Packard and Mieke
Buesseler are both volunteer* puppy
raisers” for Guide Dogs for Blind, Inc.
and requested that they be allowed
to train their dogs on campus.

Mike Buessler was the first to apply
for this special consideration. She
and her brother had been sharing the
reasonability ofraising a guide dog at
home. When she enrolled at
Concordia she wanted her dogto live
in the residence halls with her part-
time, Buesseler appealed to the
campus Life Committee and made sure
hér fellow residence hall residents
were comfortable with the situation.
“Having a dog live in the residence
halls was a new experience for
Corcordia,”

Remarks Glenn Smith, Dean of
Students. “The training has worked
out remarkably well though and has
taught us how to adapt for future
students who have
companions. As the first trainer to
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bring a dog on to campus, Buesseler
had to educate campus on how to
react. “Education is an on-going
process everywhere, not just on our
campus. People have to learn that
theses dogs are different then pet’s,
theyareintraining.” Ashley Packard
agrees. “Most students are excited to
see the dogs when we come to class
Overthe months they have learned to
ask permission before petting them
It is tough because | am sure they
miss their own dogs at home.”
Packardis nostrangertoraising guide
dng.\'. Her8-week old jull ldenretriever,
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Rollo, is hersixth trainee since she

began volunteering for the
organization in middle school. She
moved to Portland to attend
Concordia and to work for Guide
Dogs for the Blind, Inc. “Being
able to bring Rollo on Campus to
class allows me to broaden his
remarks
Packard who lives inan apartment

socialization training,”

off-campus. “It is important the
guide dogs be exposed to as many
real-life setting as possible so they
are comfortable when they
graduate from the program.” Rollo

Juneteenthis areason forblack celebration
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As “Juneteenth,” the oldest
celebration of the end of slavery in
America, is observed nationally on
June 19, members of the African-
American leadership network Project
21 ask African-Americans
everywhere to take time to celebrate
the progress they have made and
independence they have achieved.
New statistics compiled by Project 21
show tremendous gains made by the
black community that
recognition.
Juneteenth marks the day — June 19,
1865 — that Union soldiers brought
word of the end of the Civil War and
emancipation ofsiavery to Texas. As
the newly-freed African-Americans
encountered uncertainty away from
the plantations, they viewed this
anniversary as a stabilizing,
motivating presence in their lives.
Recognition and celebration of
Juneteenth has been on the rise since
the civil rights era. In 1980, Texas
made Juneteenth an official state
holiday. Legislators in Maryland are
also considering making the day a
state holiday. Today, the celebration
of Juneteenth goes bevond the
commemoration of African-American
freedom to an emphasis on black
education and achievement. And,
with respect to such endeavors,
today’s African-American
community has much to celebrate.
In Black America 2000: Indicators

" of African-American Progress, a
report soon to be published by Project
21, statistical evidence shows that
African-Americans have made
substantial gains in recent decades.
Black high school graduation rates
have risen to the point where they are
now statistically equal to those of
whites. In addition, since 1960, the
percentage of the African-American
population that has completed college
has more than quadrupled.
This increased African-American

merit

21 member Morning Sunday

Hettleman, who is organizing a

Juneteenth observance 1n

Baltimore, Maryland.”
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If you have HIV, you gz
do something about it!

Testing positive (or HIV doesn’t mean that your [ife is over.
Medical science has come a long way. Getting tested and getting
treated early can help you get support, get services and live a

longer and healthier life.

Free HIV tests in NE Portland

with or without your name
Tuesday evenings 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Northeast Health Center
MLK Blivd. and NE Killingsworth
(Enter in rear door near Emerson.)
No appointment needed.

Questions? Call 248-3030, ext. 0
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will remain with Packard, and with
Concordiauntil he reaches 14 months
when he moves on to the next phase
of his training at the guide dogs for
Blind campus in Boring, Oregon.

Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc. offers
blind people enhanced mobility
through the unique skills of dogs that
are developed, cared for, and trained
by a professional staff and nurtured
by dedicated youth and adult

Presented by:

volunteers F'his non-profit
organization charges no tees tor its
services and exists through the
generosity ol donors and the support
of volunteers like Packard and
Buesseler. Founded in 1905,
Concordia University is a model
university with four centers of
academic excellence in management,
arts and sciences, education, and

theology. Its professional programs

are enriched by relevant, practical
experiences within an environment
that encourages the development of
Chnistian values and an attitude if
service among its students. Concordia
1Is a member of the Concordia
University System, a national network
of ten Lutheran colleges and
universities who are developing a
model in collaboration and distance

learning
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The Good In The Hood Community Outreach Association

The 2000 Good In The Hood

Multicultural Music and Food Festival
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Friday June 23 - Saturday June 24
Sunday June 25

"Festival of Friends"

by Mary Bertoli, SNIM

127 N. Portland Bivd.
Holy Redeemer Area Campus
503-283-5175
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artwork created specially for Good In The Hood 2000
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Friday 6:00 - 10:00pm - Ethnic Dance & Music RUST
. Featuring - Obo Addy's Okropong - 3 Leg Torso - Portland Youth Taiko -~

Saturday 11:00am - The Good In the Hood Parade - 4
Martin Luther King Junior Blvd.

Saturday 12:00 - 10:00pm & Sunday 12:00 - 7:00pm
Featuring - Linda Hornbuckle - Michael Allen Harrison Quartet
Nueva Era - Norman Sylvester Band - Ten Multicultural Acts and more

3 on 3 Junior High Basketball Tournament

‘& KidSpace - Ethnic Marketplace
Ethnic Food - Beer and Wine Garden
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FOOD & DRUG

Look For Your

Safeway Weekly
TN E NN Fresh Whole

In Your Oregonian FOODday Fryers

in the Portland Metro Area

Locally grown.

BUY ONE GET ONE

Fred Meyer
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Caruso Produce
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Key Rank

Van ' p
Pork & Beans
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OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
Safeway Club Price

educational attainment has provided
the foundation for higher salaries and
higher employment rates for black
Americans. Between just 1985 and
1997, forexample, the median A frican-
American salary rose by over 44
percent. The economic independence
this progress has given the African- i k‘\]
American community provides the :

means to continue to work towards
absolute racial equality.

Although absolute racial equality
does not yet exist in the United Staes,
celebrations like Juneteenth show
how far hard-working black
Americans have come during the last
several decades. It also shows how
such goals are attainable through
continued determination and
freedom. “Juneteenth is the
continuation of America’s liberation
movement which started with the first

Foster Farms.

SAVE up to
$1.29 Ib. on 2

Limit 5.

SAVE up to
§2.750n 5

...and save more by shopping
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for
Safeway Club Price

98.

Safeway Club Price

at Safeway.
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Northwest
Sweet Chermies
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Visit Safeways Web site at
wwwsafewaycom

PRICES EFFECTIVE JUNE 2000 |
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SAVE up to $2.00 Ib.

shot of the Revolutionary War and =
ended with Juneteenth, said Project




