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M icro so ft read ies ‘m ea su re d ’ 
response to DOJ breakup plan

Microsoft Corp.’s response to the 
government’s breakup plan will 
lik e ly  questio n  m ost o f  the 
government’s basic assumptions 
and could send the case into 
weeks, if  not months, o f additional 
court proceedings.
With numerous options available 
to it, Microsoft could take a two- or 
three-pronged approach in its 
response, to be filed with U.S. 
D istrict Court Judge Thom as 
Penfield Jackson.
Microsoft plans to first attack the 
breakup plan, filed April 28 by the 
U.S. Department o f Justice and 17 
o f  the 19 states that have filed 
antitrust complaints against the 
software giant. The government 
proposal would split the company 
in two: one company to develop 
and market the Windows operating 
system , the other to develop 
M icrosoft’s other software and 
Internet holdings, including the 
MicrosoftOfficesuiteofprograms. 
Sources told The Associated Press 
that Microsoft believes the scope 
o f the government's breakup plan 
is far too broad and introduces 
additional evidence that was not 
brought up at trial.
Because o f that, M icrosoft is 
considering asking Jackson to

sim ply  d isregard  m ost o f  the 
reasoning behind the government’s 
proposal.
Secondly, Microsoft will directly 
address the remedies proposed by 
the Justice Department.
The Washington Post reported over 
the weekend that Microsoft may offer 
to strip the Internet Explorer Web 
browser out o f future versions of 
W indows and al low computer makers 
greater leeway in installing and making 
changes to the operating system. 
Company sources said, however, that 
such moves were “speculative” and 
that nothing had been decided yet. 
“We plan to submit a response which 
will address the specific concerns 
voiced in the judge’s rulings, many o f 
which we do not agree with and will 
appeal,” said Microsoft spokesman 
M ark M urray. “T hese w ill be 
measured responses and will not go 
as far afield as the Justice Department 
did in its filing.”
Murray refused to comment on the 
specifics of Microsoft’s filing, though 
sources said they would not likely 
approach the scope of what Microsoft 
put on the table during the failed 
settlement talks in March. Back then, 
M icrosoft was w illing to make 
adjustments in its contracts, pricing 
and dealings with other software 
developers.
Finally, Microsoft has said it plans to

ask the judge for additional time 
- weeks or even months -to gather 
depositions and evidence to 
combat the government’s filing. 
A lthough the Justice  
Department’s remedy proposal 
was only 17 pages, the 
government submitted 167 pages 
o f supplemental material and 
declarations o f five experts. 
Microsoft will likely ask for the 
chance to cross-exam ine the 
government’s experts as well as 
gather expert declarations o f its 
own.
“If Judge Jackson doesn’t give 
Microsoft at least a little more 
time, he runs an increased risk of 
having the case handed back to- 
him by the appeals court,” said 
William Kovacic, an antitrust 
expert at the George Washington 
University School o f Law.
In the meantime, Microsoft has 
continued its public relations 
offensive. Bill Gates, Microsoft 
chairman and co-founder, wrote 
an article in Time magazine this 
week, defending his company and 
arguing against a breakup. 
Microsoft representatives also 
briefed selected members of 
Congress about the case. 
Shares of Microsoft fell $1.311/4 
to $69.811/4 in trading on the 
Nasdaq Stock Market.
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HUD's reverse mortgage has quadrupled

forT he Portland O bserver

Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Andrew Cuomo today ' 
reported to Congress that reverse 
m ortgages have becom e 
increasingly popular among cash- 
poor but equ ity -rich  sen ior 
citizens, with the number of 
reverse mortgages more than 
quadrupling since they first 
became available in the early 
1990s. .
“ As our e lderly  popu lation  
increases, it is critically important 
that we provide the opportunities 
and the resources to enable them 
to continue to live their lives with 
dignity,” said Sarbanes. “This 
should include safe, decent and 
affordable housing, both for 
sen io rs who are liv ing  
independently and for those who 
need assistance performing daily 
tasks. The leg isla tion  I am 
introducing will expandour federal 
commitment to help accommodate 
the needs of those in their golden 
years.”
Reverse mortgages provide elderly 
homeowners a financial vehicle to 
tap the equity in their homes 
without having to sell or move 
from their homes. The reverse 
mortgages are available to all 
homeowners at least 62 years old 
,vho have low ou tstand ing  
mortgage balances or own their 
homes free and clear. The borrower 
must occupy the property - which 
may be a single-family home, multi-

farnily dwelling, a manufactured home 
or an Federal H ousing 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n - a p p r o v e d

condominium - and the property must 
m eet m inim um  FHA property  
standards.

EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE 
COLLEGE PREP WORKSHOP 

MAY 13, 2000

High school students and their parents are invited to attend 
this free informative workshop on getting ready for college. 
Whether you are looking at eventually attending a community 
college, a state university, or a private college, this event will 
help bring your future into focus. You can attend sessions on:

• Benefits of a College Education
• Developing the Vision
• Understanding the Admissions Process •—
• Unlocking the Mystery of Financial Aid
• What Should I Know Now to Plan for College?
• Exploring the Options — Dispelling the Myths

This is a great opportunity to get a jump-start on your future. 
There will be door prizes and snacks provided for the day.

W H ER E A N D  W H EN :
Maranatha Church of God 

4222 N.E. 12th Avenue 
May 13, 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Advertise in <Thc purttani» (UhscxTu'r 
call 288-0033 today

Sponsored by the African-American Alum ni o f  George Fox University

TO RESERVE A SEAT, CALL 554-2253
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Farmers Insurance Group is looking tor a few 
motivated individuals.

If you are:
Stimulated by challenge 

Willing to invest in yourself 
And seek unlimited eamingpotential

Then Farmers Wants You!
We provide training, support, and a subsidized income for the 

first two years.

YMCA
We build strong kids, 

strong families, strong communities.

Interested?
FARMERS

Call Steve Witt at(503)248-0202foraconfidential Interview. 
You can fax or email your resume to (503) 248-0214 or 

swittfodistrict33.com-
We are equal opportunity employer encouraging diversity in the 

workplace

c i A S i f i R i  Oregon

G u n
-fu rn - ln  2 0 0 0

Turn in your gun and receive a $50 Merchandise Certificate and learn 
more about how to keep your home safe from gun violence.

^a tu rdau , M a¿) '5
ONE.DAYONLY 11 am - A  pm

B e a v e r to n
Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Station #67 

13810 SW Farmington Rd
G resh a m

Gresham Fire Station #4 
NE 192’ & Halsey
Hillsboro

Tuality Healthcare HR Parking Lot 
232 SE 8'h

T u a la tin
Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Station #34 

19365 SW 90th Court

N P o r tla n d
Portland Fire Station #24 

4515 N Maryland
SE  P o r tla n d

Eastport Plaza 
4000 SE 82"" Street

SW P o r tla n d
First United Methodist Church 

18" & Jefferson
C la ck a m a s C o u n tv

Clackamas Fire District #1
1130 SE Fuller at Causey 

(2 Blocks North of 
Clackamas Town Center)

For More Information. Call 220-1669 
cforegon@telepnrt com www.ceasefireoregon.org 

921 SW Morrison. Ste 424 Portland. Oregon 97205

YMCA of Columbia-Willamette 
Northside Family YMCA-Serving Inner NE/North Portland 

Achievers Program (formerly The Black Achievers)
t—

The achievers Program is a YMCA career development program 
supported by volunteers from local businesses and community 

members. The program coordinates activities with local community 
organizations, area school districts, and employers. The program 

provides community project, educational, recreational, and character
building activities for youth from grades 6 through 13.

Annual Banquet -  Honoring past and present 
Achievers

Thursday May 18th 2000
Location -  Columbia River Double Tree, 1401 N. Hayden Island Drive 

Doors Open -  6:30 P.M.
Program Starts -  7:00 P.M.

MC -  Sharon Mitchell
Key Note Speaker -  Johnny Lake, Vice Chair, Research Chair of the 

Oregon Commission on Black Affairs 
Colors Presented by -  The 9th Calvary, Buffalo Soldiers

For Event and Ticket Information -  Contact Mrs. Rene’ Allen Program 
Director (503) 296-3478

Tickets $40.00 (tax deductible)

RSVP on or before Monday May 15, 2000
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http://www.ceasefireoregon.org

