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Parent Mentor Program receives national
recognition and financial support

CONTRIBUTED STORY

A Portland-area program that helps
mothers struggling against domestic
violence and addictions has received
national recognition as well as
support from several foundations. In
March, Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon’s Parent Mentor Program was
awarded the Daily Points of Light
Award from the Points of Light
Foundation for its “positive and
lasting contribution to the lives of
others.” The program has also
received significant funding from the
Fred Meyer Foundation, the
Women's Care Foundation, Portland
Women's Union, and the Hoover
Family Foundation.

‘What a perfect time forus to receive
this award and funding!” said Sylvia
Hart-Landsburg, who directs the
program. “We are just beginning to
expand our program and share its
model with other agencies planning
to create their own parent mentor
programs. For over three years, our
mentors have given a significant
boost to mothers whose personal
relationships with mentors anchor
their efforts to raise their families as
they face limited affordable housing
and a shortage of opportunities for
education, living wage employment,
and health care services.”

In 1996, in response to The Collins
Foundation’s request that EMO
develop a program providing
opportunities for volunteer work on
behalf of families with serious
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Why Do You Need a Real Estate
Agent?

I’mready tobuy ahome. Should I get
myself a Realtor or should I drive
around and visit open houses?
Should I call the Realtor on the *“for
sale” sign? Will the listing agent
represent me as the buyer? When do
I look for a lender? What kind of
house do I want? Where do | want to
live? What makes a good
Realtor?These are but a few
questions youmay ask yourself when
thinking of buying a home. Do you
really need a Realtor?

Some agents specialize in listing
properties for sale. Others specialize
in finding homes for buyers. Many
agents prefer to do both. If you are
attempting to find a home on your
own, beware of the following.

Less than 2% of available homes
are advertised in newspapers on any
given day!

Driving all over town without
viewing appointments can be
frustrating!

Not knowing the price, size &
other important details beforehand
means a lot of dead ends.

Do you know that the Realtor
holding the open house works
exclusively for the seller?

Who will negotiate the best deal

for you?
What you need is a buyer’s agent,
who will represent and protect you
and your interests with honesty and
integrity. Your agent should:

Consult with and advise you
every step of the way, making the
entire process run smoothly.

Sift through the multiple listings
to locate homes that best meet your
needs and finances.

Show and possibly sell you any
home listed for sale in Oregon, no
matter who's name is on the sign.

You Realtor’s primary goal should be
finding the perfect home for you, in
the
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challenges, EMO founded the Parent
Mentor Program, which has
continued to receive significant
support from the Foundation.
Volunteers are women who have
experience parenting or working
professionally with children.

After the program trains the
volunteers to be mentors, it carefully
matches them with mothers in
agencies that collaborate with the
program.

A mentor offers a mother
companionship and practical
activities that give her new
opportunities to learn about caring
forher children and herself, assist her
in finding and keepingajob, and help
her settle into anew home outside the
protective structure of a residential
treatment center.

“One of the most valuable gifts can
offer is compassion,” said Hart-
Landsberg. “For many mothers
dealing with addiction and family
violence, compassion is a new
experience. How are thesemoms
going tonurture their childrenifthey
have never experienced this kind of
attention themselves?”

Since its inception, the Parent Mentor
Program has provided mentors for
over 100 mothers who care for about
225 children. Because of its success
with the clients of Portland’s Letty
Owings Center for drug and alcohol
treatment for pregnant and/or
parenting women, the program has
begun to offer mentors to women
completing the program for
adolescent mothers at Salvation

shortest possible time, and with the
least convenience to you. It is
important that you feel at ease to ask
any question and be confident that
your Realtor can represent and
negotiate on your behalf.

The best way to find a good agent is
through the referral process. People
usually recommend a successful
realtor who have provided them with
good, memorable service. Ask
questions about how the sales
process went. Iftheir transaction went
smoothly, there is a good chance
yours will too.

Army’s White Shield Center and
Raphael House’s Transitional
Housing Program. EMOQ’s Parent
Mentor Program is also reaching out
to help build similar programs in other
parts of Oregon. A domestic violence
shelter in Burns has consulted with
the Parent Mentor Program, and the
Volunteers of America Child
Development Center is working with
EMO staff to develop parent
mentoring for its clients.

“The Fred Meyer Foundation was
particularly impressed by the
successful track record of EMO’s
Parent Mentor Program,’ said Robin
Christian, executive director of the
foundation. Christian added that she
hoped the grant would help the
program “‘continue the important work
it is doing to enrich the health of the
community.”

The Fred Meyer Foundation helps
nonprofit organizations dedicated to
helping children, strengthening
families, and building better
communities in the markets served
by Fred Meyer stores, Smith’s Food
& Drug Stores, and Quality Food
Centers.

Formore information, visittheir Web
siteat www.fredmeyer.com.

EMO s anassociation of 15 Christian
denominations including Catholic,
Protestant and Orthodox religious
bodies that come together to meet the
needs of Oregonians. For more
information about EMQO’s Parent
Mentor Program, contact Sylvia Hart-
Landsberg at 503/231-3571 or visit
WWWw.emoregon.org.

Ask lots of questions. Meet with the
agent and find out how he or she
works.

Youwanta Realtor you can work well

with and respect. Buyingahome isa

big deal and probably one of the

biggest purchases you will make!! It

should be fun and as stress-free as
possible.

So, question everything. There is no
such thing as a stupid question when

buyingahome. For more information,

contact Deborah Foster by calling

503/706-0037 or email her at

deborah@equitygroup.com

FOR SALE

OPEN SUNDAYS 1-3 PM. Fargo Row Townhomes situated next to
Boise-Eliot School, 3 blocks from Emanuel Hospital. 10 spacious
townhomes designed for growing families. 3 and 4 bedroom styles,
most with views of West Hills and city lights. Quality construction,
spacious yards with patios, energy-efficient gas heating, kitchens with
built-in water purification systems. Prices starting at $119,500 for
qualified first time home buyers. A Co-Development of HOST

Development, Inc.(503)331-1752 and Fargo Row

Investment Co.
(503)281-5341.
Builder—Tom
Walsh & Co.CCB
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I Any Dry Cleaning
With$20.00 ormore in

Present coupon with incoming
order. Not valid with other

I
I
I |
| cleaning |
I |
I
I

| offers of discounts.

Express 5/10/2000

20% Off |

30% Off

Household Items; Sleeping bags,
Blankets, Bedspreadsetc...
Present coupon with incoming
order
Not valid with other offers of |

discounts.
Expires 5/10/2000

1014 N. Killingsworth « 735-2989

Hi, my name is Caron, and I'm a
single parent and foster mom. I'm
writing regarding my child Kiara
Berry. Kiara, my third child of four,
isabright, intelligent, active seven-
year-old. She’s a very sweet girl
She will helpme outdoing whatever
I'm doing around the house to
show herappreciation. She goesto
a very good private school, good
student, Kiara is a good leader in
her classroom.

Kiara has been going to
Taekwondo ever since she turned
five. She started out a White belt,
now she is a Blue stripe. She has
comealong way. She hasachieved
andaccomplished part ofher dream.

Kiara has been in three

tournaments:

1. U.S. National Open
Championship 1" Gold

Sparring, 3™ Bronze Forum
medals

2. 5" Anniversary Hollywood
2000Championship 1* Gold
Sparring 2™ Silver—Forum 3™
Bronz - Board Breaking

3. National Qualifying

Championship Oregon State
Taekwondo 1 Gold - Sparring
medal

Now she’s a strong qualifying for
the Junior Olympic in San Antonio,
Texas. That’s going to be on July
10™—~15",2000.

Kiara is a strong excellence
performer. Her goal is to become a
Black belt. She has strived and kept
focus on her Takewondo along with
her school activity. She also loves
toswim.

Scholarship fundraising event
attempts to fulfill young ladies dream

But now she needs help in raising
funds to get to Texas, for her and her
mom to attend the Olympic
Championships.

I have set up a fund raising donating
scholarship for her at U.S. Bank.
Kiarareally has her heart for this trip.

And plus it will be a good
opportunity for her at a young age
to perform in the Junior Olympic
2000,

For more information contact
Caron—-(503)539-5066

Master Dan—(503)284-7843
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ave family béhind you.

Wow! Today changes a

lot of things. ‘I becomes
“‘we." “Ours“replaces ‘mine.” And happily ever after
becomes a goal, not a given. Nervous? No way.
You have a strong family behind you.
American Family Mutual Insurance. When
youre building a future, trust means every-
thing and 70 years in the insurance busi-
ness is experience that helps you both feel
secure. When it comes to commitment, our
consistent A+ (Superior) rating from the
respected insurance rating authority A.M.
Best speaks for itself. Just call and one of
our helpful, knowledgeable agents will
gladly tell you more. Now take a deep
breath. And... jJump! We've got you covered.
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All Your Protection Under One Roof.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries, Madison, Wi 53783-0001 www.amfam.com
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