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environmental establishment’s
austere view.

I'he fact is, you really can’t have the
latter without the former.

To DiCaprio, mankind is the problem,
the cause of the environmental
“crisis.” He ignores the fact that
mankind is also a problems solver-
and pretty good at it too
History proves that mankind is more
a “problems solver” than a problem.
Humanity has dramatically improved
its diet, mobility, health, and overall
quality of life.

In American and much of the world,
people live longer, work lessand have
more time to enjoy their lLives.
Moreover, our increased time and
resources have allowed (and
encouraged) us to better appreciate,
protect, and improve the environment.
Population and economic growth
mean that more people are more able
to resolve a broader range of
environmental problems beyond their
own health and welfare
A wealthy economy makes for a
healthy environment, and
technological innovations make it
possible for us address more
environmental issues. A wealthier
world is acleaner, safer, healthier and
fairerworld
Those who see man, wealth, and
technology as environmental
problems”suffer from the “Terrible
Toos”: they believe there are already
“toomany” of us, we already consume
“too much” and we already have
allowed “too many” innovations.
They see more to fear than revere in
biotechnology, the expanded use of
energy, suburban development, and
global trade to these alarmists, our
current lifestyle an environmental
“crisis”: we are depleting natural
resources, causing global warming,
destroying the natural environment.
The American lifestyle, they warn, is
unsustainable; allowed to continue,
it will lead to global destruction.
Their solution to the earth’s gloomy
prospect? Massive government
intervention to slow and direct
economic and technological change.
Unfortunately for the eco-
catastrophists’ thesis, environmental
quality continues to improve along
with affluence and population.

For instance, the Competitive
Enterprise Institute’s Earth Report
2000, published this year by McGraw-
Hill, say’s ** Today, almost twice as
many people are fed per acre of
cropland as were fed about [ 100 years]
ago. “ Truly, mankind is a problem
solver.

Moreover, our problems are best
solved when people are free to use
their intellect to discover new ways
toaddress old problems. That process
allows us to use more resources
While decreasing our stress on the
planet

This Earth Day, policymakers should
ponder this point before endorsing
increased government controls on
resource use, economic activity and
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limitations, whether we are white
people or black people or brown
people.... The answerto that question
is yes. White people can also build
around them teams of people who
live and work in those communities
that they are serving and empower
them to make sure that they serve as
a liaison between them and those

communities

Meet Jerry.
Jerry is a happy Tri-Met rider.

Here Jerry waits for his bus. Does it
faze him that some meteorologists
are predicting 20 years of wetter-
than-normal-weather? No. Because
Tri-Met is adding more bus shelters
every year. Jerry stays dry.

Some days it gets hot. Hot enough to
melt plastic dolls on the sidewalk.

But Jerry is cool. Why? More air-conditioned buses

than ever. Not only is Jerry dry and cool, he is busy. He's

got people to see and places to go. But he knows that on
many routes, including his,
Tri-Met buses are running
more frequently.

Which means Jerry is more efficient and has
more free time to play with his dog Rusty.
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How we get there matters.
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