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Recipe fora Master: Good breaks, great play

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vijay Singh was lucky.

Two hours before putting on the
Masters green jacket, Singh had to
tiptoe out of trouble at Amen Comner
inthe final round. He made abogey at
No. 11 andaparat No. 12, scores that
werea fraction away from being much
higher.

It was not much different than his
PGA Championship victory at
Sahaleein 1998, when his approach at
the par-5 11th ricocheted out of the
trees and ended up 50 feet from the
hole for a two-putt birdie that gave
him control of the tournament.
Singh was more than lucky.

He was great.

Of the five players who had even a
remote chance to win, only Singh hit
the kind of shots required at Augusta
National on the back nine Sunday,
when the margin of error is slimmer
than at any other major.

He saved par from the back bunker at
the par-3 12th, one of the toughest
shots in the world. He was the only
contender to hit the green in two at
both par 5s. He didn’t miss a green
over the final six holes.

The recipe for winning a major
championship calls for good breaks
and great play, and only Singh
produced such a
combination.

What makes the Masters different
than the other three majors is that
Augusta can have a mind of its own
It’s almost as if a wizard is hiding
behind the curtain of azaleas, pulling
levers to control the wind and change
the script as he sees fit.

How else to explain what happened
Saturday at the par-3 12th?

David Duval, tied with Singh at 5-
under, hit an 8-iron that was right on

delicate
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Jose Maria Olazabal, from Spain, puts the green jacket on Vijay Singh
from Fiji, after Singh won the 2000 Masters at the Augusta National Golf
Club in Augusta, Ga., Sunday, April 9, 2000. (AP Photo/Dave Martin)

line until a gust — from the opposite

direction, no less — held up his ball

just long enough for it to drop onto

the bank and into Rae's Creek for a
double bogey.

Singh hit the same club two minutes
later and the ball landed 6 feet behind
the hole for birdie and a three-shot
swing

“I just happened to catch a gust of
wind that was not favorable for me,”
Duval said. “So, it’'s my bad luck
Bad luck, then bad play

Duval was still only one behind

Sunday when he chunked a 5-iron
into the creek at the par-5 13th,
essentially ending his bid

Heis now 0-for-4 in the majors when
he was in contention on a Sunday,
including the past three years at
Augusta

His game is too good to wait as long
forhis firstmajoras Davis Love I11(12
years) or Phil Mickelson and Colin

Montgomerie (still waiting). But
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Remember April 17th is deadline for
Lax returns - 2 extra days
from Uncle Sam
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delicate shot over the water
“The angle was much easier to getup
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and down,” Singh said.
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The Rose Garden is accessible to people with disabilities
F&r Accessible Seating, call 503.231 8000/TDD 503.231.1101

> ha * % NEXT WEDNESDAY
~ ' 7:00Pm

ROSE GARDEN

0

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ROSE QUARTER TICKET OFFICE & TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS
SERVICE CHARGES APPLY ONLY AT TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS




