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* Portland’s mayor says her experience is a
victory and plans to slow her schedule only
a little during radiation treatments

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Portland Mayor Vera Katz announced
Monday that she has been diagnosed
with breast cancer and appears to
have beaten 1t

Shesaid her prognosis is a victory for
mammography

routine screenings

and early detection

I'he 66-year-old mayor, whostill plans
O run tor a third term and maintain a
busy schedule, had a lumpectomy
March 16 toremove cancerous tissue
She will undergo six weeks of

radiation therapy beginning intwo or

But Katz and her doctor, Nathalie
lo I 1d 1 NCW onierence
M 1y that they think the cancer s
one, more than a vear atter doctors
irst found a lump in the mayor’s
ITCi part of a routine
lammo hy screening

I'he radiation treatment 1s designed

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A federal judge’s harsh antitrust
verdict against Microsoft Corp. is
almost certain to unleash a costly
wave of consumer lawsuits against
the software maker. Legal experts say
the threat could deal Microsoft a
lasting legal blow even ifthe company
ultimately prevails against the U.S.
government

Microsoft already faces 120 private
federal and state lawsuits brought
since last November, when U.S.
District Judge Thomas Penfield
Jackson found Microsoft repeatedly
engaged in anticompetitive behavior
by taking advantage of its monopoly
power in computer operating
software

But Monday’s verdict by Judge
Jackson fresh

provides legal

ammunition for lawyers pursuing

these private cases on behalf of

computer buyers who claim Microsoft
exploited its software monopoly to
overcharge for the Windows
operating system

I'he decision essentially affirms last
November's

strongly worded

findings, placing them into the
permanent legal record. It brands
Microsoft a lawbreaker that violated
the Act

system

Sherman Antitrust and

abused its operating
dominance to monopolize the
software market

Legal experts said that frees private
lawyers trom a difficult burden of
proof, giving them more leeway to
pursue potentially billions of dollars
in damages in both federal and state
cases

Importantly, the judge found that
Microsoft could be liable under state
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to kill any undetected remna

prevent a recurrence, Ka
Johnson said

“Today, after all these months, I can

comfortably stand before you and
say [}'i.ll!.\.lf'-\ L"\.Illli..'.--'.\ |\..I|I_."'\' 1
withmy life,” Katz said

*I expect her to be around tor vears
from now and doing well,” Johnson
said with asmile

I'he mayorand her doctorsaid they're
hoping that Katz's public
announcement will spur other womet
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conduct breast self-exams

“She’s really a testament to the fac
that early detection and
mammograms can make a world of
l! fference 1n breast ANCEI Johnson
said. “*We were able to find this, and
find it very early.’

Johnson first found a small lump in
Katz’'s breast a vear ago as part of a
routine mammography screening. Six

Vicrosoft chairman Bill Gates
Monda
Thomas Penfield Jackson
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anticompetition laws, easing the way
for plaintiffs in state suits to broadly
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months later, the lump had grown ests indicated cancer in the But Johns aid going aftert

and Jq scheduled a surgica I vy tissue. On March 16, Johnson led her to tind the cancerous cells
hl\'[‘\'- for the end of Februan, wed those cells and enough of ‘We 2( K Jol S
[}'.I!';I':“"..u‘"'l'i_“"‘ Johnson removed rrounding cells to K.at ( Ce ) ed
the lump and some nearby tissue that clear prognosis Fortunately for K the cancer was
she said looked suspicious to her I'he cancer in the surrounding cells confined t« 1K ducts and had not
I'he lump turned out to be harmless, probably was notrela ythe lump spread into surrounding fatty tissue
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Katzsayssheisavery pnivate person,
nd that description has been borne
out in her reluctance to talk about

biographical details, from her family’s
flight from the Nazis when she was a

child to her
Northwest Portland
I'he two-term mayor kept the details

life as a single woman in

of hertreatment from most of her staff
until a month ago, when tests
ndicated cancer. She asked her staff
to keep her condition secret, and no
one eise at

known

eforehand. She informed council

City Hall appears to have
about her condition

iembers just before the news
conierence

Katz's son, Jesse, a newspaper
eporter in Los Angeles, encouraged
her to make her condition public for

the educational value towomen. “*He

said, *You have an obligation,’ and |

with that,” Katz said

I'hedecision by Virginia Beach Mayor
Meyera Oberndorf, a breast cancer
sarvivor, to go public helped, too,
Katz said. Oberndorf is drawing on

her experience to push for expanded

(Please see 'Katz' page 5)

"

Justice Department official who
negotiated with Microsoftinarelated
1994 case and now works for the
Brookings Institute think tank.

“All they will say is, ‘ Look, the court
has already found that Microsoft
violated the law,”™" he said.
Microsoft officials suggested that
any immediate impact from the verdict
will be minimal, saying they will
forcefully pursue an appeal and that
the company continue to
aggressively develop and sell new

will

software technologies
“It’s important for people to
understand that today’s court ruling
is just one step in a legal process that
could last several years,” Microsoft
lead counsel Bill Neukom said in a
statement
“The ru]]ng does not \.'hdngl..' the
challenges and opportunities before
us,” Microsoft chief executive Steve
Ballmer told reporters. “I intend to
talk to many of key customers ... to
assure them™ the ruling won't slow
Microsoft's development and sale of
new products
Indeed, private lawyers, who are
seeking to consolidate the federal
cases as they seek class-action status,
still face a high hurdle proving any
Microsoft overcharges to the vast
ority of consumers. Most people
buy the Windows operating system
indirectly as part of a software bundle
that comes with a new computer
It’s easier to calculate overcharges
people who bought software
upgrades. Judge Jackson, in his initial
ites Microsoft’s own study
show that its monopoly power

gave it substantial discretion to raise

(Please see "Microsoft' page 5)
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