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Blazers Center
Arvydas Sabonis read
books in Spanish and
English as a part of
Multnomah County s
new program — Reach
Out And Read: A
project coordinated
by Multnomah
county s Health
Department and the
Library, based on the
national pediatric
literacy program that
encourages parents (o
read to their children
beginning at birth.
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March 21, 2000
2:00 p.m.
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PDC fiscal
chief quits,
says he hit
‘home run’

CONTRIBLUTEDSTORY
FOR THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

Scherer system not failure
TS :ported The Portland
Development Commission’'s
financedirector resigned Monday
five days afterthe publicagency's
board called for greater scrutiniy
on outside contracts

Chris Scherer, who had run the
PDC's finance and information
services department since 1996
stepped down from his $92,000
+a-year job to pursue a career in
the private sector. His resignation
is effective April 1

‘My own career goals include a
move into the private sector with
more of a focus on technology
projects,” Scherer wrote in an e-
mail to Felicia Trader, the PDC's
executive director, and the rest of
the staff

‘During my five years with the
agency, we have accomplisheda
great deal together,” he wrote. “I
was broughtin to help build PDC's
resource base and, at the risk of
sounding immodest, lam goingto
havetocallthat effortahomerun.”
Scherer was placed on
administrative leave last week.
“#hat's when Trader discoveredthat
for 14 months, Creative Data of
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Beaverton had been paid more
than a half-million dollars of

Eventkicks off African-American Census 2000 campaign

Lutheran Inner-City Ministries
4219 NE Martin Luther King Blvd

" The importance of the census to
people of color is the theme of an
event to encourage African
Americans to participate in Census
2000

Multnomah County Chair Beverly
Stein, Commissioner Serena Cruz,
State JoAnn

Bowman, and members of the faith

Representative

community will preside at the event
I'his free community fair will feature
food, entertainment, and children’s
activities

Census 2000, the largest peacetime
mobilizationin U.S. history, will reach
127

anestimated 275 million people across

the United States. Government and
community leaders use Census data
foreverything from planning schools
and building roads to providing social
service dollars and managing health
care services. Over $180 billion in
federal funds are awardedto localities
based on Census numbers

I'he State of Oregon lost an estimated
$162.000,000 in federal funds since
1990 because of the undercount in
the 1990 Census. Multnomah County
lost $30 million dollars in federal
funding because of the undercount

Children were undercounted by 52%
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taxpayer money without a contract
for a system that didn't function
properly. One of Scherer’s

PDC officials have since hired
another consultant to install a
different financial management

system
In his e-mail, Scherer wrote that
one of his biggest

accomplishments atthe PDC was
helping to redefine the finance
department s mission

‘Despite what you might read in
the newspaper, PDC's information
technology efforts have not failed,’
buthave, infact, provided leading
edge solutions to ourcomplexand
demandingwork environment,” he
wrote

The development commission is
one of the city of Portland's most
powerful agencies, responsible for
dozens of signature projects such
as Pioneer Courthouse Square,
the Lloyd Districtand development
along TomMcCall Waterfront Park
Thrf_;m;h its use of tax-increment
financing, the agency links with
developers and offers low-interest
loans tospurdevelopment. Insome
projects, the PDC will offer to pay
roads, utilities
inorder

to lure developers to build housing

forinfrastructure
andotherimprovements

and retail space
Under Trader, the agency has a
proposed budget for next fiscal

yvear of more than $220 million
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