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St. Patricks Day

Portlands own Jefferson Democrats cruise to 28-0 season
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LaNOSSI from page 1
c lo th in g , w ith o u t the fo rm a l  
training?
I ’m like Don King. Forexample, like 1 
h av e n 't gone to  school for this 
industry, like Don King didn’t go to 
school to be a prom oter, bu the’sstill 
ranked high am ong his peers for what 
he does, because he does it with 
finesse, style or what he needs to get 
thejobdone. I f l ’ve got a natural bom 
talent, tune into that, into me and 
watch me with binoculars . Like 
Je rm a in e  O ’N eal an d  o th e rs  
professionally who do what they do

Volunteer“ ?
Want to make a difference 
in the life of a young girl?

SmartChoices, a YWCA empowerment 
program for 4th and 5th grade girls, is 
seeking volunteers and interns to assist with 
after-school programs designed to promote 
girls* intellectual, social, and personal 
development. Activities take place weekday 
afternoons from 3-5pm in Northeast Portland 

Schools.

Y T y w c a
OF GREATER PORTLAND

For more information call 721-1754  
or e-mail caroline@ywca-pdx.org

well. Like them, I came out o f  high 
school too perfect a talent; to do the 
best that I do..Naturally.
• Q: Howdidyougo from luggage
and accessories to clothing?
From my clothing stint in 1987. Then 
from that point and my development 
input with Marquis Ramone, it was 
just brought to light that I should 
start designing backpacks. I then 
cam e up with my own backpack 
creations and that spun into luggage.
1 was doin leather belts and keychains. 
And 1 thought, I’ve never heard o f  a

brother-designing luggage. Maybe 
someone will look at me and be 
lik e .. .that b rotha’s doin something.
' (?•’ -4 friend & I are hoping that 
you  come out with a line o f  
lingerie.. .andmaybe callZz Naughty 
Nossi? Can we look forward to this 
anytime soon?
Yes
• Q: Have you been designing 
specific new fashions the grand 
opening o f  your new retail store on 
the corner o f  33"1 A KiUingsworth. ? 
Yes, Spring & Summer fashions.
• Q: So would you say that the 
new location is a resurgence o f  
Lanossi? And i f  so,, what can we 
expect?
Yes. It’sbeautiful. I’vegotabillboard 
sign. I’m going to be able to look

LibraryC

Elementary & Middle School gyms in the Portland 
Public Schools are now for rent at special rates 

throughout the week.

Availability: M arch27-June2 
6:00-7:15 pm or 
7:15-8:30 pm

The A m erican  L ib ra ry  Associa tion  is lo o k in g  fo r  peop le  o f colbr. to  
help m anage and m a in ta in  the in fo rm a tio n  w o rld  in the  21st century. 
To lea rn  m ore  a b o u t L ib ra ry / ln fo rm a t io n  Science scho la rsh ips fo r  

g raduate  study, please con tact us

a* 1-800 545 2433, x 4276 spectrum@ala org www al,

in itia tiv e

www.ala.org/spectrutn

Rental rates: 10weeks$100-$200 
Single dates S25-S35 
*$ 15 application fee

For more information
PPS Civic Use o f  Buildings Office 

at 916-3268 o r9 16-3256

down on everything. I can see what 
my consum ers are buying & the 
trends. I’ve also got a big banner in 
the front o f  the business. It gives a 
message from me.
• Q: H’hat was your experience 
with your I” location on 30"1 A 
Killlingsworth ?
Well with the old location, I w as told 
before I even opened that specific 
location, that I shouldn’t have done 
it there. I didn’t listen. I wanted to let 
any  and ev e ry b o d y  know  th a t 
Lanossi exist and is true and that I’m 
try ing todo  something. I was hungry. 
There were a lot o f  dark days.. But so 
what. My mothertoldme, ifyou never 
try, you ’ll never find out. So I tried.
• (Z- Who is a professional role 
model fo r  you?

Ras You!

Professionally, Russell Simmons. 
T hat’sw h ere l w an ttogow ith  it. I’m 
trying to be on top the o f  world too. 
• Q: And who is your biggest role 
model or inspiration fo r  continuing 
to do what you do?
My grandm other, from w hat she 
i nsti 1 led i n m e. My grandmother knew 
and knows how I was raised and what 
I’ve gone through. She showed me 
the best understanding o f  what it 
means to be a young man in life.

FUBU. . .they’ve been friends 
together fo r  a long time. Do y 
have some troops who have hi 
down with from  the start?
Yes. I used to do a lot o f  the legwo 
but I’ve got a true team now. Thi 

solid brothers. Wej 
a President, a Vice, £ 
an Executive Sa 
Manager. W e’ve b< 
together as friends 
about 8-9 years. P 
tro o p s  u n d e rs ta  
th a t and w e ’re 
h u m b le . W e 
hungry. W e’re all 
this together.

• Q: Ifyou could design the image 
or dress anyone...famous, not so 
famous or locally, who would it be 
and why?
Sam uel Jackson. H e’s classy  & 
stylish. It would be an honor.
Q: And finally, what does Lanossi 
stand for?
It’s in reverse for: I shall Serve On 
A c h ie v e m e n t and  L e a d e rsh ip  
(LANOSSI)
1 developed it myself. Just one day in 
my creative breaks.

And with an explanation like that; 
never to be duplicated, it’s easy to 
understand that blessings have been 
bestowed to Jerry Manns. A young 
man w ho’s learned that som e days 
w ill be s tru g g le s , as  w e ll as 
satisfaction, but through liv in ’ a 
positive life for the love o f  his family 
& com munity, it’s easy to see that 
Another day in the life o f  LaNossi 
com es to a c lose ... for now. Stay 
tuned next week as the Portland 
O bserver brings to you highlights o f 
the 33rd & K iU ingsw orth  reta il 
re lo c a tio n  o f  L a N o ss i’s G rand  
O pening & Fashion Preview  on 
March 18,2000!

Would you like to 
RENT A GYM?
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