S

March 1, 2000

ilnrtl nd

®bseruer

1550CIATED PRESS

Not even Tiger Woods had an answer
for Darren Clarke.

Clarke won the biggest prize of his
career by taking downthe No. | player
in the world, a stunning 4-and-3
victory over Woods in the final of the
Match Play Championship on
Sunday.

It capped an incredible weekend for
Clarke, the 3 1-year-old from Northern
Ireland who defeated Ryder Cup star
Hal Sutton, beat second-ranked
David Duval, then handed Woods
one of his worst losses ever in match
play.

“Darren just flat outplayed me,”
Woods said.

Clarke earned $ 1 million, nearly four
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Woods is no match for Clarke

times his largest paycheck, and
became the first international player
to win a World Golf Championship
event,

After a brilliant morning round that
featured six birdies by each player
and no lead changes overthe final 1 1
holes, Clarke pulled away with abirdie
blitz that no one has been able to
Woods his
domination of worldwide golfthe past
10 months,

Clarke, who never trailed after the
fourth hole ofthe 36-hole final, birdied
four out of five holes early in the
afternoon round to go 4-up with 10
holes to play, a deficit even Woods
could not overcome.
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“Toplay assolidas I did today against

lger, it’s fantastic,” Clarke said.
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Woods missed a 10-foot birdie putt
on No. 7. He three-putted from 30 feet
on No. 10

In the end, the player who has made
a career out of thrilling comebacks
had no answer — not for Clarke, and
not for his own swing problems
Itall fell apartonthe par-5 12th. Woods
was 3-down, inagreenside bunkerin
two and in great position to win the
hole and perhaps start another great
comeback

But he hit his sand shot heavy and
leftitinthe bunker, blasted out to four
feet and missed the short par putt to
give Clarke another4-up lead with six
holes left.

“He had to get it close, and there’s
always a risk of leaving it in there,”

Clarkesaid
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AT THE ROSE GARDEN
sl_l;l.'“l;RDAY°3l_18 ,- _

TIMBERWOLVES

PILLSBURY
FAMILY FUN NIGHT

WEDNESDAY - 3/22
PISTONS

THURSDAY -« 3/30
MAVERICKS
DETLEF SCHREMPF

BLAZERS BUDDY NIGHT

YOU’'LL HAVE A BALL!®!
TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR AS LOW AS S10, S15, $22 PER SEAT

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ROSE QUARTER TICKET OFFICE
AND ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS

224-4400

SERVICE CHARGES APPLY ONLY AT

[TCKETMASTER LOCATIONS
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