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B l a c k  H i.SiOIA Month

E■I ^ ¡S continued

n e ig h b o rh o o d  fo r  in d u s t r ia l ,  
com mercial and institutional uses. 
D espite neighborhood requests for 
housing assistance, city officials 
continued to ignore this opposition.
I n the end the massive land clearance 
razed 188 houses in the area between 
R u sse ll an d  C o o k , w e s t o f  
Vancouver Avenue. Residents were 
required to move within ninety days. 
Homeowners w ere compensated for 
the value o f  their hom e and given 
up  to  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  in  re lo c a tio n  
com pensation. Renters received up 
to  $ 4 ,0 0 0  in  r e lo c a tio n  
com pensation. W hen theexpansion 
plan cam e to a halt because o f  
federal budget cuts, many o f  the 
displaced residents w ere bewildered 
and felt cheated.

EJL for Fashion

Daymond John (CEO) creates a 
factory  in h is m o th e r’s H ollis, 
Q ueens (in New Y ork) hom e and is 
jo ined  by neighbors J. A lexander 
M artin (designer), K eith Perrin 
(m anagerof celebrity relations), and

Carl Brown (m anager o f  licensees) 
in developing FUBU (For Us, By 
Us), a line o f  clothing by and for 
young urban men. The fashion line 
is endorsed by a form er neighbor, 
rap star LL Cool J, who appears in 
the com pany’s first advertising 
c a m p a ig n  in  1993, A s the  
com pany’s gross sales escalate from 
$40 million in 1997 to $350 million 
in 1998, FUBU begins to explore 
reaching a broader constituency by 
producing more mainstream styles 
-  everything from backpacks to 
m en’s suits.

For Gum bel, Bryant

By T he St homblrc CtMIEB 

Bom  in New O rleans and raised in 
Chicago, Gumbel graduated from 
Bates College in Lewiston, Maine. 
H e th en  jo in e d  B la c k  S p o r ts  
m agazine as a freelance w riter, 
quickly m oving up to sta ff w riter an 
then  e d ito r- in -c h ie f . In 1972, 
G um bel b ecam e th e  w eekend  
spo rtscaste r for K N BC in Los 
Angeles; before long he was the 
station’s weeknight sportscaster and 
finally sports director. He joined 
NBC in 1975 as a sports announcer, 
and in 1982 he becam e the first 
African American cohost o fam ajo r 
television news show. The Today 
Show. Gumbel rem ained a fixture 
on N BC ’ s popular morning program 
until 1996, when he left to pursue

other interests. In 1997, G um bel 
signed a five-year contract with CBS 
to work on a variety o f  projects, 
which included hosting the TV news 
m agazine Public Eye. His brother 
Greg has also enjoyed a successful 
career as a sports announcer with 
ESPN and NBC.

H for H eavyweight Cham p

By Jams Adams

Readers o f  LIFE M A G A Z IN E ’S  
m id-February 1963 issue w ere in 
for a treat as pugilist-poet Cassius 
Clay (M uhamm ad Ali) m odestly 
declared, “ I Am The G reatest” : 
This is a story about a man 
With iron fists and a beautiful tan. 
He talks a lot and he boasts indeed  
O f a pow erful punch and  blinding  
speed.
The fig h t gam e was dying  
And Promoters were crying  
F or som eone to com e along  
With a new and different song. 
Patterson was dull, quiet and sad, 
A nd Sonny Liston was ju s t  as bad. 
Then a long cam e a k id  nam ed  
Cassius Clay,
Who said, “Liston, I  ’ll take yo u r  
title a w a y ."
This colorful fig h ter  is som ething  
to see
,A n d  h ea vyw eig h t cham p  h e 's

M em bers o f  the Albina N eighborhood Cleanup. Applying nationally 
accepted p lanning principles, P ortland's professional p lanners viewed  
older inner c ity neighborhoods like A lbina as “blighted areas that no 
longer served  their original purposes as stopover neighborhoods (staging  
n rp n s  fo r  m in n r i tv  e th n ic  newcom ers to the citv).

certain to be.
You g e t th e  im p ress io n  w h ile  
watching him fig h t  
That he p lays cat and  mouse, then 
turns out the light.
What a frustrating  fee lin g  /  m sure  
it m ust be,
To be hit by blows you  can 't even  
see.
Where was he fir s t?  Where was he 
last?
I  m sure his opponents have tried  
their best.
But one by one on the canvas they
rest.

E v e ry o n e  knew  w hen C assiu s  
wasn "t around,
F or quietness descended on the 
town.
I f  C lay says a m osquito can p u ll a 
p low ,D on 't ask him how -  H itch  
him up!

j  for Inner City Neighborhoods

By Po ri land Blrlal w  Pl.w i >c

U n til th e  1 960s, P o r t la n d 's

Celebrate Black History Month 
Xvith the students, faculty, staff anti alumni

of Oregon's public universities., 
Check campus Web sites for information

on scheduled events and activities:

In 1954, the N AAC P strategy to  end segregation d id  change our world  
with the Brown v. Board o f  Education o f  Topeka Suprem e Court 
victory. The court's  unanim ous decision desegregated schools, 
Officially ushered in the C ivil R ights era. and  brought to global 
prom inence the N AACP Legal D efense F und's (LDF) lead attorney  
and future first A frican Am erican Justice o f  the Suprem e Court. 
Thurgood M arshall

Oregon University System
Eastern O regon U niversity www.eou.edu 

O regon Institute o f  Technology www.oit.edu 
O regon State University www.osu.orst.edu 

Portland State U niversity www.pdx.edu 
Southern O regon University www.sou.edu 

U niversity o f  Oregon www.oregon.uoregon.edu 
Western Oregon University www.wou.edu 

O regon Health Sciences University-affiliated www.ohsu.edu
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