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Jefferson, Benson 
rivals will play at 
bigger facility

COMKIBl IU )M O m  

fob T l i t  Portland O bserver

The Jefferson vs. Benson boys basketball series is moving to the Chiles 
Center.
In a move to accom m odate larger crowds, the Portland Interscholastic 
League will play both gam es this season between the undefeated, top- 
ranked Democrats and No. 5 Techmen at the 5,000-seat facility on the 
University o f  Portland campus.
The first game will be played at 7:45 p.m. on Friday January 21.
The other league gam e is scheduled for W ednesday, Feb. 23. 
Tickets, priced at $5 adults and $2 for students, will go on sale at each 
school later this week, and at theC hilesC enterticket office Friday night, 
said Greg Ross, PIL athletic director.
“W e tried to do this last year, but it d idn’t work out,” Ross said. “We 
knew their games with each other would sell out, but then we couldn’t 
find another place to play.”
Last season’s two gam es sold out early, drawing estim ated crowds o f 
1,800 at Benson and 1,850 at Jefferson, Ross said.
This season, "W e waited to see how Jefferson was drawing and they 
have been drawing big crowds right from the start — and to see what 
kind o f team Benson had. Benson was ranked fifth, so we figured we 
better find another place to play.”
About a month ago, Ross said he began trying to find a larger neutral 
site. The Chiles Center was the first choice, “since it’s a great place for 
a high school game, and it’s also convenient,” Ross said.
When University o f  Portland officials last week agreed to play host to 
the two games, both PIL teams were excited, Ross said.
“The only hesitation was if  only one gam e would be played there, and 
that meant giving up the home advantage to one team ,” Ross said. “ But 
with both games there, neither has an advantage or disadvantage.” 
Both Jefferson-Benson games will be preceded by a girls game, starting 
at6p .m .
Jefferson's game at Grant on Friday was a sellout, forcing the PIL to sell 
tickets days in advance. An earlier Jefferson game at Lincoln drew a 
near-capac ity crow d.

Portlands WNBA team, 'Fire' unveils logo
V O M RIBL TED STUBS m g n n g n ts , a u to g ra p h  sess io ns , a n d  e x c i t e m e n t p r io r t o t h e u n v e i l in g a n d

other interactive events will build

On January 14,2000 , the look o f  the 
city ’s newest team was revealed in a 
special celebration at the RoseGarden 
Choosing a name which represents 
the energy, intensity and em otion the 
franchise intends to bring the city, 
Portland's WNBA expansion team 
revealed the logo and look o f  the team 
which reflects those characteristics. 
“FIRE is what I look for in a player 

and it’s what all fans will see in this 
team ,” Head Coach and General 
Manager Linda Hargrove promises. 
“I can ’t think o f  a better word to 
describe the intensity 1 expect this 
team to bri ng to the floor every night.”

Support for the WNBA by the
P o rtlan d  c o m m u n ity  has  been  
unparalleled and will likely continue 
to grow as the franchise builds on its 
new identity.
“FIRE describes not just the intensity 

o f  the team, but also the fervor o f  our 
fans, w ho have been extrem ely  
supportive o f  our local sports teams 
for many, many years,” added Harry 
Hutt, Trial B lazers’ Senior VP o f  
M arekting Operations.

Participants in the event include
Linda Hargrove, FIRE Head Coach? 
G e n e ra l M a n ag e r, C o q u e se  
W ashington, the FIR E’s fifth round 
pick in the 1999 expansion draft (and 
a form er Portland Power players), 
Sandi Bittler, FIRE Vice President o f 
Business O perations, Harry Hutt, 
Trail B lazers' Senior VP, Marketing 
O perations, Kari Shanklin , F ire 
Prevention Specialist from Gresham 
Fire Department, and Com missioner 
Jim Francessconi, a city council 
member since 1996.
The celebration will be held for the 

approxim ately 6,500 season ticket 
holders, sponsors and special guests 
who helped bring the franchise to 
Portland. Shooting contests, video

will continue after the identity is 
revealed to create 
an exciting, fun- 
f ille d  ev e n t fo r 
ev e ry o n e  in 
a tten d a n ce . A 
p u b lic  lo g o  
u n v e ilin g  is 
scheduled to take 
p lace  la te r  th is  
month.

The new FIRE 
mark consists ofthe 
distinctive WNBA

two-tone basketball represented in 
white and gold with stylized red flames 
licking the ball. The typography 
sizzles with its strong and powerful 
font with internal accents o f  red and 
a gold drop shadow.

The FIRE joins the Seattle Storm, 
Miani Sol, and Indiana Fever as the 
W NBA’s four expansion teams this 
summer. Portland and Seattle will 
com pete in the League’s Western 
Conference, while indianaand Miami 
will play in the Eastern Conference. 
All Portland home games will be 
played at the Rose Garden.
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TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE!

ARRIVE EARLY TO THE NETS GAME!
F IR S T  1 0 ,0 0 0  FANS TO E N T E R  TH R O U G H  THE  

N O R TH  OR SO U TH  ENTRANCE WILL RECEIVE A LIMITED  

edition Scottie Pippen Blazers Buddy courtesy

TUESDAY, FEB. 1st 7 :0 0 pm v s . BULLS
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ROSE QUARTER TIC KET OFFICE AND TIC KETM ASTER LOCATIONS
! C l '| I ' 1 M ffG f APPLY ONLY AT TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS

CALL 224-4400J The Rose Garden is accessible to people w ith  disabilities. 
For Accessible Seating, call 503.231 8000/TDD 503 231 1101
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