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N o . I at th e  start. N o . I at th e  fin ish . 
F lo r id a  S tate is the perfec t n a tio n a l 

c h am p io n .
L e d  by the s izz lin g  Peter W a rr ic k  and  

th e  s te a d y  C h r is  W e in k e ,  th e  

S e m in ó le s  he ld  o f f  V irg in ia  T e c h  fo r  

a 4 6 - 2 9  v ic to ry  Tu esd ay  n ig h t in  the  

S u g a r  B o w l. T h e  H o k ie s ’ fresh m an  

q u arte rb a ck , M ic h a e l V ic k , p layed  an 

e le c tr i ly in g  gam e o fca tch -m e-i f-y o u -  

ca n , bu t it w as n ’ t enough.
W a r r ic k  th rille d  a S u p erd om e c ro w d  

w ith  a record 2 0 -p o in t g a m e  -  he 

ca u g h t to u ch d o w n  passes o f  6 4  and  

4 3  yards, retu rned a punt 5 9  ya rd s  fo r  

a s c o re  an d  s n a g g e d  a 2 - p o in t  

co n ve rs io n  pass fro m  W e in k e .
T h e  2 7 -y e a r-o ld  W e in k e , p la y in g

perhaps the fin a l g a m e  o f  his c o lle g e  

career, co m p le te d  2 0  o f  3 4  passes fo r  

3 2 9  yards and fo u r I  D s  -  tw o  to  

W a rr ic k  and tw o  to  R o n  D ugans. 
W a rr ic k  f in ish ed  w ith  s ix  catches fo r  

163 yard s  in  th e  h ig h e s t-s c o rin g  

S u g ar B o w l in  h is to ry .
V ic k  th re w  fo r  2 2 5  yards and on e T D  

and ran fo r  9 7  yards and a score. 
F lo r id a  S tate (1 2 -0 )  w as ce rta in  to  

becom e th e  firs t team  to  go w ire -to -  
w ire  in  T h e  A sso cia ted  Press’ p o ll 

since th e  preseason ratings began in  

1950. T h e  final A P  po lI w i11 be released 

e a r ly  W e d n e s d a y  to  c o n firm  th e  

o b v io u s .
T h e  S em in ó les  w e re  au to m a tic a lly  

cro w n ed  n a tio na l cham ps in  th e  U S  A  

T o d a y -E S P N  coaches' po ll under the  

B o w l C h a m p io n s h ip  Series fo rm at.

NFL Standings
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B i l l  P arcells  stepped d o w n  on his 

o w n  te rm s, R ay  R hodes and Pete 

C a rro ll w e re  pushed as ide a n d  M ik e  

D itk a  a w a ite d  h is  fa te  as th e  N F L ’s 

also-ran s started p la n n in g  fo r  next 

season.
P arcells  resigned as coach o f  the N e w  

Y o r k  Jets on M o n d a y , w h ile  Rhodes  

w as fire d  a fte r  o n ly  on e season in  

G re e n  B a y , and C a rro ll a fte r  three  

years in  N e w  E ng land .
“T h is  jo b  has tu rn ed  in to  a 3 6 5  d a y  a 

y e a r jo b  and i t ’s d if f ic u lt ,  because  

I ’ v e  been d o in g  it fo r  15 years  in  th is

PORTLAND 114, TORONTO 90
A s s o c ia te d  Press

D a m o n  S to u d a m ire  m ade h is re tu rn  to T o ro n to  count, 
s c o rin g  2 2  po in ts  in  th ree quarters  as the P ortlan d  T ra il  

B la z e rs  re m a in e d  ho t, c ru is in g  to  a 1 14 -9 0  b lo w o u t o f  the  

R ap to rs .
S to u d a m ire  w as  selected seventh  o v era ll b y  T o ro n to  in  

th e  1995 d ra ft. H e  w as th e  1 9 9 6  N B A  R o o k ie  o f  th e  Y e a r  

an d  averaged  o v e r  19 po in ts  p e r g a m e d u rin g  tw o -p lu s  

seasons w ith  th e  R ap tors  b e fo re  b e ing  traded to  P ortlan d  

in  a f iv e -p la y e r  d ea l in  F e b ru a ry  1998.
A lth o u g h  his p la y in g  t im e  an d  num bers have  decreased  

since jo in in g  P ortlan d ’s balanced roster, S toudam ire looked  

e v e ry  b it the scorer to n ig h t in  le a d in g  the T r a il  B laze rs  to  

th e ir  s ix th  s tra igh t w in .
H e  m ade 7 - o f - 11 shots, w as 2 -o f -2  fro m  3 -p o in t range, h it 
a ll six o f  his fre e  th ro w s  an d  had  e ig h t po in ts  in  the th ird  

q u arte r w h en  th e  B la ze rs  b le w  o p en  the g a m e , ou tscoring  

th e  R ap tors , 2 8 -1 6 . S to u d a m ire  fe l l  ju s t tw o  po in ts  o f  h is  

season h igh  in  scoring  desp ite  p la y in g  ju s t 2 9  m inutes. 
“ W e ’ v e  been w in n in g , bu t w e  h a v e n ’t been p la y in g  w e l l ,”  

sa id  S to u d a m ire . “ T o n ig h t w a s  go od  fo r  us. W e ’ v e  go t to  

k e e p  b u ild in g  o n  th is  gam e. I ’ m  w a n te d  to  co m e o u t and  

a ttack  rig h t a w a y . T o ro n to  is a  so lid  b a llc lu b . T h e y  are  a 

tough team  and w e  caught them  w h e n  th ey  w e re  d o w n . W e  

h a ve  to  ke ep  ta k in g  o u r g a m e to  an o th er le v e l.”  

S to u d a m ire  d id  n o t re c e iv e  a  f r ie n d ly  w e lc o m e  fro m  fans  

at th e  A ir  C an ad a  C e n tre  as th e y  b o oed  h im  m erc iles s ly  

d u rin g  open ing  w arm u p s  and in tro du ctio ns . H e e v e n  d re w  

a m o c k  ch eer w h e n  he w as  fo u le d  hard in  the lan e  in  th e

fo u rth  q u arte r an d  w as  s lo w  g e ttin g  up. B u t th e  5 - 10  po in t 

g u ard  had th e  last la u g h  as P o rtlan d  hand ed  T o ro n to  its 

w o rs t loss o f  th e  seas

leagu e and I th in k  it is  t im e ,”  P arcells  

said.
“ 1 read  a l it t le  m essage to  th e  p layers  

and 1 to ld  th em  you can ’ t foo l yoursel f. 

... 1 dem anded  a lo t fro m  the p layers in  

te rm s o f  c o m m itm e n t, and th ey  have  

a rig h t to  exp ec t th e  sam e fro m  m e. 
A n d  at th is  p o in t in  t im e , I ju s t d o n 't  

fe e l lik e  I c o u ld  g iv e  it th e  w a y  that I 
k n o w  it  has to  b e  g iv e n  to  be  

su cce ssfu l.”
P arcells , 5 8 , w h o  to o k  th e  N e w  Y o r k  

G ian ts  to  tw o  S up er B o w l crow n s and  

the P atrio ts  to  an A F C  t it le  b e fo re  

jo in in g  the Jets in  19 9 7 , stepped in to  

th e  fro n t o ff ic e . B i l l  B e lic h ic k , w h o  

w as P arce lls ’ d e fe n s iv e  co o rd in a to r  

fo r  14 seasons and w as 3 7 -4 5  in  fiv e  

seasons as C le v e la n d ’s co ach , takes  

o ver.
“ B i l l  w i l l  be m a k in g  th e  fo o tb a ll 

d e c is io n s ,”  sa id  P a rc e lls , w h o s e  

career record  is 1 4 9 -106-1.
T h e  P atrio ts  a ttem p ted  to  contact 

B e lic h ic k  on  M o n d a y  about replacing  

C a rro ll. B u t because Parcells to ld  Jets 

p r e s id e n t  S te v e  G u tm a n  a f te r  

S u n d a y ’s , 9 - 9  v ic to ry  o v e r  Seattle  

th a t h e  w a s  re s ig n in g , B e lic h ic k  

a lre a d y  w as  th e  Jets’ head coach  

M o n d a y , based o n  a  c o n trac t signed  

in  '9 7  and up d a ted  last January . 
B e lic h ic k  received  a $  I m ill io n  bonus 

at th a t tim e .
T h e  in ju ry -p la g u e d  Jets ra llie d  fro m  a 

I - 6  s tart to  f in is h  8 -8 .
“ I f  w e  h a d n ’t  fin ish ed  the w a y  w e  

had, I  th in k  1 p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  have

(P le a s e  see ’C o a c h e s ' p a g e  3 )

AFC

> » n 1
« L T P e t  FF PAI APC MPC OB

x Seattle 9 7 0 503 338 298 5-3-0 4-4-0 7 -5 0 2 -2 0 4 - 4 0
H an s«  City 4 7 0 503 390 322 0 2 0 3 -5 0 7 5 0 2 2 0 4 4 0
SanOtetjo 6 8 0 5 0 0  269 310 4  4 0 4 4 0 7 5 0 1-30 5 -3 0
QaMand 8 I 0 5 0 0  390 329 5-3-0 3 4 0 5 -7 0 3-10 3 -5 0

Denver 6 10 0 375 344 3 « 3 5 0 3-54) 4 8 0 2 2 0 4 -4 0

x Indtanapohs 13 3 0 813 423 333 7-1-0 6 2 0  9 3 0 4 0 0 5 -3 0

y-Buffalo 11 S 0 688 310 229 6 - 2 0 5 -3 0  8 4 0 3-10 6 -2 0

y «Aarni T 7 0 503 326 336 5 3 0 4 - 4 0  7 -5 0 2 -2 0 3 -5 0

NV Jets 8 8 0 .500 308 309 4 -4 0 4  4 0  6 6 0 2 -2 0 4 -4 0

New livQland 8 8 0 5 0 0 299 284 5 -3 0 3 -5 0  5 -7 0 3-10 2 4 0

xJacksonvNie M 2 0 875 396 217 7-H3 7 1 0  10 -20 4 0 0 8 -2 0

y-Tendesse» 13 3 0 .813 392 324 8 0 0 5 -3 0 1 0  2 0 3 7 0 9-10

Barrenare 8 1 0 50 0 324 277 4 - 4 0 4 4 0  6 -7 0 2-70 6 4 0
Pittsburgh 0 10 0 J 7 5 317 320 2 -6 0 4 4 0  3-100 3 0 0 3 -7 0

Cincinnati 4 c 0 2 5 0 283 460 2 -6 0 2 4 0  3-100 F2O 3 -7 0

O v e la nd 2 M 0 125 217 437 0 8 0 2 6 0  »120 7 2 0 1-90

MFC

« L T P et FF PA Aemv NFC APC M v
x-St. Louis 13 3 0 8 « 526 242 8 0 - 0 5-3Ô  10-2 0 3 1 0 8 0 0
Carottna 8 8 0 500 421 3 » 5 3 0 3 4 0 6 6 0 2 2 0 4 4 0
Atlante 4 H 0 267 251 351 3 -4 0 1 7 0 4 - 7 0 0 - 4 0 3 4 0
SenFran 4 n 0 267 266  419 3 5 0 1 4 0 3 -8 0 1 -30 2 -5 0
New Orleans 3 0 0 « 8  260 434 3 -5 0 0 8 0 3 9 0 0 - 4 0 2 6 0

Kae«
X Washington » 6 0 625 443 377 6 - 2 0 4 4 0 8 4 0 2 -2 0 5 - 3 0
y Dams B 8 0 500 352 276 7 1 0 F 7 O 7 -5 0 1 3 0 5 3 -0
NV Otants 7 9 0 438 299 358 4 4 0 3 -5 0 5 -7 0 2 -2 0 3 - 5 0
Arizom 6 «0 0 .375 245 382 4 4 0 2 6 0 6  6 0 0 4 0 5 -3 0
Pbiladetphle 5 11 0 3 D 272 357 4 4 0 1-70 4 -8 0 7 3 0 2 4 0

x-tam pa Bay n 5 0 6 8 8 270 235 7-10 4 4 0 8 4 0 3-10 5 3 0
y -Mmnesota 18 6 0 .625 399 336 6 -2 0 4 4 0 0 4 0 2 2 0 4 4 0
yOetrott 8 8 0 500 322 323 6 2 0 2 4 0 7 5 0 1-30 4 4 0
Green Bay B 8 0 500 357 341 5 3 0 3 5 0 6 6 0 2 -2 0 4 4 0
CTiicago 6 10 0 .375 272 3 « 3 -5 0 3 -5 0 4 0 0 2 2 0 3 4 0
(-clinched division title; y-cSnched playoff spot

Seattle backs into playoffs

Damon Stoudamire

Tiger Woods Chases legends of golf

Associated Pm »

O n  th e  p lan e  r id e  h o m e , M ik e  H o lm g re n  b ro k e  o u t th e  hats 

an d  T -s h irts  p ro c la im in g  his p layers A F C  W e s t ch am pio ns. 

A fte r  a  b iz a rre  a n d  fo rtu n a te  w in d u p  to  th e  re g u la r season 

on S un day , th e  S eattle  S eahaw ks cam e to  w o rk  M o n d a y  and  

saw  a  d iv is io n  c h a m p io n s h ip  banner han g in g  o n  th e  sid e  o f  

th e ir  team  headquarters .
I t  w as  S e a ttle ’s second d iv is io n  tit le  in  fran ch ise  h is to ry . 
T h e  te am  is  headed  to  the p la y o ffs  fo r  th e  firs t t im e  since  

1 9 8 8 , e n d in g  th e  N F L ’s longest p la y o ff  d rou gh t.
B u t th e  p layers  can  b e  fo rg iv e n  fo r  w is h in g  it  happened a 

l it t le  d iffe re n tly . T h e y  reached th e  p la y o ffs  because Kansas

C ity  lost to  O a k la n d  on a fie ld  goal in  overtim e. Seattle lost 
its fin a l re g u la r season g a m e 1 9 -9  to  the N e w  Y o r k  Jets. 
C o rn e rb a c k  W i l l ie  W il l ia m s , a  p la y o ff  ve teran  fro m  his 

years  in  P ittsbu rg h , sa id  the h o n o r w as b ittersw eet.
“ I t  fee ls  g o od  to  be in  th e  p la y o ffs , b u t it w o u ld  be m uch  

sw eete r i f  w e  w o u ld  have  beaten  the Jets,”  he said. 

H a v in g  an A F C  W e s t ch am p io n sh ip  to o k  a w a y  som e o f  

th e  sting o f  th e  last s ix  w ee ks , w h e n  the S eah aw ks lost 

f iv e  o f  s ix gam es.
B u t no t a ll o f  it. A g a in s t th e  Jets, S e a ttle ’s o ffen se  d id n ’ t 

score a to u c h d o w n , an d  th e  defense gave up  a career-

( P le a s e  see 'S e a t t le ' p a g e  3 )

ASSOCIATED H e«

K A P A L U A ,  H a w a ii ( A P )  -  A n o th e r P G A  T o u r  season 

beg in s  th is  w e e k . O r  p erhaps it  shou ld  b e  c a lle d  the  

T ig e r T o u r .
A n  o ffseaso n  th a t lasted o n ly  seven w e e k s , en d in g  

on  th e  southern  coast o f  S p a in  and s tarting  again  

T h u rs d a y  on  th e  coast o f  M a u i,  o n ly  b u ilt  u p  the  

le g e n d  th at has b e co m e T ig e r  W o o d s . T h a t can  

h a p p en  w h e n  a g u y  w in s  fo u r  s tra igh t to urnam en ts , 

e s p e c ia lly  s ince it w as  4 6  years  ag o  th e  last t im e  it 

h a p p e n e d .
W o o d s  w il l  try  to  m a k e  it  f iv e  in  a ro w  in  th e  w in n ers - 

o n ty  M e rc e d e s  C h a m p io n s h ip . B en  H o g a n  w as  the  

las t p la y e r  to  w in  f iv e  stra ight, in  e ith e r 19 5 3  o r  19 4 8 .  

T h e  d isc rep a n cy  is because the to u r d id n ’t co u n t the  

B rit is h  O p e n  as an o ff ic ia l ev en t in  1953.

W h a te v e r.

h  seem s as th ou gh  T ig e r  w in s  w h e n  T ig e r  p lays. H e  
rs a b ig  reason the fie ld  fo r the M ercedes C ham p ion sh ip  

» » o n ly  30 .

A t  th is  ra te . W o o d s  w i l l  to p p le  th e  m ost u n to u ch ab le  record  

in  g o lf , B y ro n  N e ls o n ’s 11 co nsecutive  v ic to rie s , w h e n  he puts 

o n  th e  green ja c k e t a fte r  w in n in g  th e  M a sters  in  A p r i l .  Just 

th in k . H e ’ ll a lrea d y  h a ve  m atch ed his e ig h t v ic to ries  fro m  1999  

and w i l l  b e co m e the c a ree r m o n e y  lea d er at age 2 4 .

A n y o n e  else  w h o  w an ts  to  w in  w il l  h a ve  to  g o  to  E u ro p e . O r  

th e  B u y .c o m  T o u r.
A re  yo u  lis ten ing , D a v id  D u v a l?  A re  yo u  read y , S e rg io G arc ia?  

C an  E rn ie  E ls o r  P h il M ic k e ls o n , firs t-tim e  fathers last year, hear 

the m essage o v e r th e  cries  o f  th e ir  in fan ts?  W i l l  D a v is  L o v e  I I I  

and T o m  L e h m a n  fig u re  o u t h o w  to  fin is h  to urnam en ts  as 

strong as th e y  start th em ?
T h e  p lo t fo r  th e  firs t th re e  m onths o f  the season is not bu ilt 

arou nd w h e th e r W o o d s  w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  d o m in a te , bu t rather  

w h ic h  p layers  are ca p a b le  o f  m e e tin g  his ch a llenge .

“ I t  d o e s n 't ap p ea r as th o u g h  he go t a lo t o f  pressure fro m  the  

o th er g o lfe rs  la te  in  th e  y e a r,”  Jack N ic k la u s  said. “ N o b o d y  got 

hot at th e  end o f  th e  y e a r  -  S e rg io  a  lit t le , D a v id  e a rly  on. B ut 

it  d id n ’ t lo o k  lik e  a n y b o d y  tr ie d  to  ta k e  th ing s  over.

“ H e  w as  p la y in g  so w e l l ,  n o b o d y  c o u ld  su rface .”

N o w  is th e  t im e  to  f in d  o u t w h o  w i l l ,  o r  w h o  w an ts  to
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