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No. | at the start, No. | at the finish.
Florida State is the perfect national
champion.

L ed by the sizzling Peter Warrick and
the steady Chris Weinke, the
Seminoles held off Virginia Tech for
a 46-29 victory Tuesday night in the
Sugar Bowl. The Hokies' freshman
quarterback, Michael Vick, played an
electrifying game of catch-me-if-you-
can, but it wasn’t enough.

Warrick thrilled a Superdome crowd
with a record 20-point game - he
caught touchdown passes of 64 and
43 yards, returned a punt 59 yards for
a score and snagged a 2-point
conversion pass from Weinke.

I'he 27-year-old Weinke, playing

perhaps the final game of his college
career, completed 20 of 34 passes for
329 yards and four TDs - two to
Warrick and two to Ron Dugans.
Warrick finished with six catches for
163 yards in the highest-scoring
Sugar Bowl in history.

Vick threw for 225 yards and one TD
and ran for 97 yards and a score.
Florida State (12-0) was certain to
become the first team to go wire-to-
wire in The Associated Press’ poll
since the preseason ratings began in
1950. The final AP poll will be released
early Wednesday to confirm the
obvious.

The Seminoles were automatically
crowned national champs inthe USA
Today-ESPN coaches’ poll under the
Bowl Championship Series format.
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| Bill Parcells stepped down on his
| own terms, Ray Rhodes and Pete
| Carroll were pushed aside and Mike
| Ditka awaited his fate as the NFL’s
| also-rans started planning for next
| season.

| Parcellsresigned as coach of the New
| York Jets on Monday, while Rhodes
| was fired after only one season in

Green Bay, and Carroll after three
years in New England.

| “This job has turned into a 365 day a
' year job and it's difficult, because

I’ve been doing it for 15 years in this

PORTLAND 114, TORONTO 90

fourth quarter and was slow getting up. Butthe 5-10 point
guard had the last laugh as Portland handed Toronto its
worst loss of the seas

Associated Press

Damon Stoudamire made his return to Toronto count,
scoring 22 points in three quarters as the Portland Trail
Blazers remained hot, cruising to a 114-90 blowout of the

Raptors.

Stoudamire was selected seventh overall by Toronto in
the 1995 draft. He was the 1996 NBA Rookie of the Year
and averaged over 19 points per game during two-plus
seasons with the Raptors before being traded to Portland

in a five-player deal in February 1998.

Although his playing time and numbers have decreased
since joining Portland’s balanced roster, Stoudamire looked
every bit the scorer tonight in leading the Trail Blazers to

thetr sixth straight win.

He made 7-of-11 shots, was 2-of-2 from 3-point range, hit
all six of his free throws and had eight points in the third
quarter when the Blazers blew open the game, outscoring
the Raptors, 28-16. Stoudamire fell just two points of his
season high in scoring despite playing just 29 minutes.

“We've been winning, but we haven’t been playing well,”
said Stoudamire. “Tonight was good forus. We’ve gotto
keep building on this game. 1’m wanted to come out and
attack right away. Toronto is a solid ballclub. They are a

tough team and we caught them when they weredown. We
have to keep taking our game to another level.”

Stoudamire did not receive a friendly welcome from fans
at the Air Canada Centre as they booed him mercilessly
during opening warmups and introductions. Heevendrew
a mock cheer when he was fouled hard in the lane in the

Damon Stoudamire

Tijér Woods Chases légends of golf

At this rate, Woods will topple the most untouchable record
in golf, Byron Nelson's | | consecutive victories, when he puts
on the green jacket after winning the Masters in April. Just
think. He’ll already have matched his eight victories from 1999
and will become the career money leader at age 24.

Anyone else who wants to win will have to go to Europe. Or
the Buy.com Tour.

Are you listening, David Duval? Are you ready, Sergio Garcia?
Can Emie Els or Phil Mickelson, first-time fathers last year, hear
the message over the cries of their infants? Will Davis Lovelll
and Tom Lehman figure out how to finish tournaments as
strong as they start them?

The plot for the first three months of the season is not built
around whether Woods will continue to dominate, but rather
which players are capable of meeting his challenge.

“It doesn’t appear as though he got a lot of pressure from the
other golfers late in the year,” Jack Nicklaus said. “Nobody got
hot at the end of the year - Sergio a little, David early on. But
it didn’t look like anybody tried to take things over.

“He was playing so well, nobody could surface.”

Now is the time to find out who will, or who wants to
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KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) - Another PGA Tour season
begins this week. Or perhaps it should be called the
Tiger Tour.

An offseason that lasted only seven weeks, ending
on the southern coast of Spain and starting again
Thursday on the coast of Maui, only built up the
fegend that has become Tiger Woods. That can
happen when a guy wins four straight tournaments,
especially since it was 46 years ago the last time it
happened.

Woods will try to make it five in a row in the winners-
only Mercedes Championship. Ben Hogan was the
last player to win five straight, in either 1953 or 1948,
The discrepancy is because the tour didn’t count the
Pritish Open as an official event in 1953,

Whatever.

W seems as though Tiger wins when Tiger plays. He
tsabig reason the field for the Mercedes Championship
tsonly 30.
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league and I think itis time,” Parcells
said.
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Seattle backs into playofts

City lostto Oakland ona field goal in overtime. Seattlelost
its final regular season game 19-9 to the New York Jets.
Cornerback Willie Williams, a playoff veteran from his
years in Pittsburgh, said the honor was bittersweet.

“It feels good to be in the playoffs, but it would be much
sweeter if we would have beaten the Jets,” he said.
Having an AFC West championship took away sume of
the sting of the last six weeks, when the Seahawks lost
five of six games.

But not all of it. Against the Jets, Seattle’s offense didn’t
score a touchdown, and the defense gave up a career-

(Please see "Seattle’ page 3)
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On the plane ride home, Mike Holmgren broke out the hats
and T-shirts proclaiming his players AFC West champions.
After a bizarre and fortunate windup to the regular season
on Sunday, the Seattle Seahawks came to work Monday and
saw a division championship banner hanging on the side of
their team headquarters.

It was Seattle’s second division title in franchise history.
The team is headed to the playoffs for the first time since
1988, ending the NFL's longest playoff drought.

But the players can be forgiven for wishing it happened a
little differently. They reached the playoffs because Kansas

Home Loans you can Finally Qualify for!

Rates as Low as

6.5%

Purchase:
* 0% Down
* VA Loans
* 1st Time Home Buyers
Refinance:
*Debt Consolidation
*Cash for Equity

* Every Type of Real Estate
* Every Type of Credit Grade
* Every Type of Loan Program

Contact:

Otus Denson
201-0225

AM 3090 SW Colins Way Lake Oswego, OR 97038
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