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Fighting hard to combat Poverty

By SErena Cruz

roR THE PoRTLAND OBSERVER

Itis often around the fall and winter holidays
that we think about folks who are working
hard to make sure their families have food to
eatthat day, abed tosleep in, orevenawarm
winter coat. Poverty, and the issues
connected to it, lie at the heart of my work
here at Multnomah County. This month, I
would like to highlight County researchabout
poverty and some of the ways that my office
is working to address it.

Multnomah County employee Van Le
recently prepared a report entitled
“Alleviating the Consequences of Current
Child Poverty, Reducing the Causes of Future
Poverty.” (To view the report go to http://
www.co.multnomah.or.us/budget/eru.) Ms.
Le found that poverty can be attributed to
many things — a few of them are:

- Lack of adequate employment.

Sub-Committee of the Multnomah County
Commission for Children, Families and
Community. We research poverty trends in
Multnomah County and strategize effective
ways to conteract these trends. (Check out
the Commission’s website  at
WWW.OUrcommission.org.)

The Committee participated in bringing

Professor John Powell, Executive Director of

the Institute on Race & Poverty, to Portland
during the last week of October. Professor
Powell conveyed the social, economic and
political factors that have created
neighborhoods of concentrated poverty.
(Concentrated poverty is defined as 40% or
more of the people in a neighborhood living
below the poverty level).

Ten Portland neighborhoods of concentrated
poverty, all in North and Northeast Portland,
are home to 75% of our African American
community and a substantial portion of our
Latino community. When poverty is this
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concentrated, access to opportunity
adequate and affordable housing, good
schools, health care, childcare and jobs — is
diminished, creating a poverty stronghold on
community residents.

Professor Powell stressed the need to build
healthy communities designed to attract
middle-class residents back to the inner city
while maintaining housing affordability and
housing quality for our current residents.

Unemployment or low wages create
fewer job choices and fewer benefits for
working families.

Discrimination. Racism and sexism in
hiring, renting or financial lending
practices create unfair and difficult
obstacles for struggling families.

Job and housing mismatch. Persons or
families living in places with little orno
access to job networks and
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Cavallo. transportation options. To learn more about Professor John Powell’s written work, you can access the
of the action party Unprepared parenting. Househol_ds headed by s'{ngle a_dults or teenagers .Institutc on Race a.nd Poverty at: http: fwww]l .umn.edu/irp. 4
who are unable to provide sufficient resources for their families. The Poverty Advisory Committee is working on a plan to combat these
forthe Republic Family Changes. Divorce or death of a spouse or provider reduces  problems. If you are interested in the Committee's current projects or would readln
el Gobierno de Chile — household income. like to get involved, please call Janet Hawkins at 248-3707 or email at

hil janet.c.hawkins(@ co.multnomah.or.us. The next Poverty Advisory Committee
the government of Chile changes contribute to the stability of families in poverty. meeting is Wednesday, Jan. 26th in the Southeast Precinct Office (4735 E.
en el afio 2001 — in the year Because I care deeply about these issues, I sit on the Poverty Policy Advisory Burnside, 1st Floor Conference Room).
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