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Insurance company unveils new 
name on Rose Parade float
CONTRIBUTED STORY

tor T he Portland O bserver

W hile there is som e debate over 
w hether the new millennium  should 
actually begin with the year 2000, or 
2 0 0 1 , 2 0 ,h C e n tu ry  In su ra n c e  
Com pany is seizing upon the earlier 
occasion to change its corporate name 
for the new century and using the 
w orld’s most famous New Y ear’s 
Parade to make the announcem ent to 
millions.
20*h Century Industries, the parent 
com pany o f  20,h Century Insurance 
Company, will becom e 21 ” Century 
Insurance Group on Jan. 1,2000, with 
the new name first appearing on the 
com pany’s magnificent 55-foot-long 
float entry in the 11,h Tournam ent o f  
Roses Parade in Pasadena.
The com pany ’ s float, nam ed Visions 
o f  W isdom and Imagination, echoes 
the parade theme, Visions o f  the

Future. The float concept, by designer 
Raul Rodriguez, is being built by Fiesta 
Parade Floats in Duarte, Calif. It 
features reading as a fundamental 
tool for learning, the key to wisdom, 
en terta in m en t adven tu re , future 
worlds, times and dimensions. Merlin, 
the artful wizard is featured bringing 
visions from his imagination to life, 
including a spectacular two- headed 
animated dragon.
The nam e change and float design 
were celebrated at the com pany’s 
W oodland Hills, Calif, headquarters 
on Nov. 5, when the Rose Parade 
Queen, Sophia Bush, and her Royal 
C ourt helped unveil the design 
incorporating the new name.
The Nov. 5 kick-off for the name 
change announcem ent signaled a 
busy time for the subsidiary o f  20,h 
Century Industries, the nation’s ninth 
la rg e s t p e rso n a l a u to m o b ile  
insurance stock company. According

to President and CEO W illiam  L 
Mellick, “O ur new name is not just a 
change to note passage into a new 
cen tu ry , it a lso  c e le b ra te s  our 
financial stability, our expansion o f  
b u s in e ss  o p e ra tio n s  o u ts id e  
California, and the upcoming opening 
o f  the addition to our corporate 
headquaters building, m ore than 
doubling our current headquarters 
size.”
Founded in 1958, the com pany was a 
p io n e er o f  the d irec t resp o n se  
maketing o f  personal autom obile 
insurance and specializes in selling 
low-cost automobile insurance to 
good drivers only. The com pany’s 
insurance is currently available in 
California, Arizona, Nevada, Oregon 
and Washington.
V is it them  on th e  in te rn e t at 
www.20tliCenturvinsurance.com and 
the company is traded on the New 
York Stock Exchange.

Holiday game plans can tackle 
family’s unhealthy habits

We’re Changing our Name to
21st Century 

Insurance Group...
And the Whole World is Celebrating on the

Streets of Pasadena on New Year’s Day
Effective January 1,2000, the first day of the New 

Millennium, 20th Century becomes 21st Century Insurance 
Group...and our float in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses

Parade marks the coming out party for that new name.
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IfThanksgiving kicks o ff  non-stop noshing and sports- 
channel surfing at your house you might want to call a 
pre-season tim e-ou t. “Families who engage in too little 
exercise and too m any high-calorie snacks are setting 
their kid up to becom e overweight, sedentary adults 
p rone  to  c a rd io v a sc u la r  d ise ase , d iab e te s  and 
hypertension,” said Becky Gorham, research dietitian 
with the USDA/ARS C hildren’s N utrition Research 
Center at Baylor College o f  M edicine in Houston. To 
help parents develop a strong defense against these 
unhealthy habits, G orham  offers these tips: Call 
interference on excessive television, video and computer 
time that keep kids inactive. Hold a team meeting to 
negotiate sitting-tim e limits. Break up boredom by 
sending kids outside to play, help prepare meals. 
Negotiate trade-offs involving free-time activities. Trade 
participation in family touch football gam es, 20 minute 
walks or other physical activities for extra time to view 
those must-see football games. Build “team spirit” by 
asking the kids to help plan holiday activities, decorate 
the yard or prepare hom em ade gifts. Take turns being 
the  “ to u r  g u id e ” fo r a f te r -d in n e r  w a lk s p as t 
neighborhood holiday displays. Plan a family weekend 
tree-cutting excursion, get kids involved in organizing 
a neighborhood Turkey Trot or Jingle Bell Run, lead a

Open adoption 
records cause 
controversy
CONTRIBUTED STORY____________________________________________ ___________

for T he Portland O bserver

W hat are the pros and cons o f  opening adoption 
records? W hat is the history and why are we discussing 
this issue now? Dr. Connie Dawson, PhD, co-author o f 
Growing Up Again: Parenting Ourselves. Parenting Our 
Children will discuss the im pact o f  sealed records on 
parties involved during a special workshop sponsored 
by P SU ’s School o f  Extended Studies.The day ’s 
activities will include presentations by representatives 
on both sides o f  the argum ent, discussion o f  the basic 
elements o f  decision making involved in an informed 
problem -solving approach, and close look at the history 
o f  this em otional topic and why we are, once again, re­
examining our current social policy. Partic ipants will join 
in structured
Exercises that encourage decisions based on facts 
rather than hearsay or the opinions o f  someone with 
presumed authority. W hat are the barriers to arriving at 
consensus? Is it always possible to reach consensus? 
How do you justify  your position and what are the 
factors that impact the decision making process? A, 
w orkshops end, participants will be asked to make a 
forced choice on the topic.
Date: December 2 ,1999Time: 8 :30am 4pm (Sam check­
in) Location: PSU Smith Memorial Center, Room 327 Fee: 
$99 CEUs available Registration: (503) 725-4832

canned food drive or host a holiday skating party. Stock 
up on nutritous snacks such as low-fat cheeses, flavored 
hum m us dips, low -fat ranch-style dip, ready-to-eat 
vegetables, homemade cereal and nut mixes, dried and 
canned fruit, ready-to-eat fresh fruit wedges and peanut 
butter. Stick to a game plan ofbalance and m oderation for 
family meals and activities. Kids and their parents need to 
maintain some routine some structure, especially during 
the busy holiday season.
“ Parents can’t expect a couch-potato kid to m iraculously 
grow up to be a healthy, active adult. But, by setting a good 
exam ple , tack ling  unhea lthy  ea ting  p a tte rn s  and 
encouraging physical activities every day o f  the year, 
parents can help kid develop winning habits that are likely 
to stay with them as they grow," Gorham said.

Watch for us in the Rose Parade...and all over. Because 
our

new name is not just a reflection of the new century, 
it represents our continuing commitment to being your 

premier source for value-priced insurance and 
the finest customer service.

And the best is yet to come.

21st Century Insurance Group
(800) 21 1 -SAVE
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