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by Aretha Franklin, David 
Ritz
H ardcover-2 5 4 pages (Septem ber 
1999) V illa rd
Books >t t  W
U nlike the soul- 
b a r i n g  
perform ances that 
h a v e  d raw n  
listeners to her for 
fo u r  d e c a d e s ,
A retha Franklin is 
a bit cagey w hen it 
c o m e s  to
d is c u s s in g  h er 
personal life in her 
a u to b io g r a p h y .
From These Roots.
T h e  fa m o u s ly  
press-shy Aretha is 
a fre e -sp e a k in g  
anecdote spinner 
and a blunt sharer 
o f  o p in io n s  o f  
c o w o rk e rs  an d  
fe llo w  a r t is ts .
( D o n ’t g e t h e r  
started on Natalie 
C ole.) B ut som e
areas remain blurry; for instance, 
her troubled first m arriage to a 
te m p eram en ta l m u sic -b u sin ess  
figure nam ed Ted W hite is covered 
in only a tiny handful o f  pages. 
O ther happier m em ories o f  lovers 
and o f  her late father, the famed 
m inister Rev. C.L. Franklin, find 
her in a more expansive mood. Most 
consistently indelible in this telling, 
though, is her m usical story. Bom 
in 1942, she grew  up around some 
o f  the century’s greatest singers—  
Clara Ward, Dinah W ashington, and

by Melissa Bank
H ardcover - 274 pages (June 1999) 
Viking Press

Jane Rosenal, the narrator o f  The 
G irls’ Guide to Hunting and Fishing, 
is w ise beyond her years. N ot that 
that’s saying much— since none o f  
her elders, with the exception o f  her 
father, is particularly wise. A t the 
age o f  14, Jane watches her brother 
and his new girlfriend, searching 
for clues for how to fall in love, but 
by the end o f  the sum m er she’s 
trying to figure out how not to fail in 
love. At twice that age, Jane quickly 
internalizes How to Meet and Marry 
Mr. Right, even though that retro 
manual is ruining her chances at 
happiness. In the intervening years, 
Melissa B ank 's heroine struggles at 
love and work. The former often

Sam Cooke w ere all family friends. 
A voice that many consider the 
w o r ld ’s f in e s t ,  a s tr ik in g ly

individual touch on piano, and an 
eclectic ear for material com bined 
to m ake her a notable artist who 
m oved quickly from the gospel 
circuit to Colum bia Records and 
m oderate success in a variety o f  
contexts, from show tunes to a gritty 
tr ib u te  to  W a sh in g to n . H er 
rem iniscences o f  those days, and o f  
the conquests that followed when 
she moved to the forefront o f  the 
soul revolution, are still fresh. The 
book does m ake for an irresistible 
reflection on a woman and her art.

The Girls’ Guide to Hunting and Fishing
s e e m s  
i n d i s t i n g ­
u i s h a b l e  
from  the  
la tte r ,  and  
h e r  
experiences 
in bo o k  
p u b l is h in g  
inspire little 
in the w ay o f  
affection. As 
J a n e  
announces in 
“The W orst 
T h in g  a 
S u b u r b a n  
G irl C o u ld  
I m a g i n e ” : 
“ I ’d been a 
rising star at 
H-------until

Man, a Young Man and the 
Last Great Lesson
by Mitch Albom
H ardcover -1 9 2  pages (Septem ber 
1997) Doubleday

This true 
s t o r y  
a b o u t  
the love 
betw een 
a
spiritual 
m e n to r  
an d  his 
pupil has 
s o a r e d  
to  th e  
bestseller 
l is t  fo r 
m a n y  
reasons.
F o r  
starters: 
i t 
rem inds 
us o f  the 
affection 
a n d  
gratitude 
t h a t
m an y  o f  u s  s ti ll  fee l fo r the 
significant m entors o f  our past. It 
also plays out a fantasy many o f  us 
have entertained, what would it be 
like to look those people up again, 
tell them how much they meant to

tuesdays with
Morrie

an old man, a young man,

and the last great lesson

M i m i  
H o w l e t t ,  
the  new  
e x e c u t iv e  
e d i t o r ,  
d e c id e d  I 
w asjust the 
lights o f  an 
airplane.” 
Bank’s first 
c o lle c tio n  
has a 
b e a u t ifu l ,  
tru e  a rc , 
and all the 
stphisOcalxTi 
and control 
her heroine 
could ever 
d e s ire . In 
“ T h e  
F l o a t i n g

M itch A lbom

u s, m a y b e  ev en  re su m e  the  
m entorship? Plus, we meet Morrie 
S c h w a r tz — a one o f  a k in d  

p r o f e s s o r ,  
w hom  the 
a u t h o r  
describes as 
looking like 
a c ro ss  
b e tw e e n  a 
b i b l i c a l  
prophet and 
C h r is tm a s  
e lf. A nd 
f in a lly  we 
are privy to 
i n t i m a t e  
moments o f  
M o r r i e ’ s 
final days as 
he lies dying 
from  a 
t e r m i n a l  
illness. Even 
on  h is 
d e a th b e d ,  
t h i s  
tw in k lin g -  
e y  e d 

m ensch manages to teach us all 
about living robustly and fully. 
K udos to author and acclaim ed 
sports colum nist M itch Albom for 
telling this universally touching 
story with such grace and humility.

H ouse,” Jane and her boyfriend, 
Jamie, visit his ex-girlfriend in St. 
Croix, and right from the start she 
can ’t stop m im icking her beautiful 
com petitor, in a notably idiotic 
fashion. “ I ’m like one o f  those 
animals that imitates its predators 
to survive,” she realizes— one o f  
several thousandofB ank’sruefully 
funny phrases. But even as Jane 
clowns around, desperately trying 
to keep up appearances, she is so 
hyperaw are it hurts. Again and 
again , the au tho r exp lo res the 
dichotomy between life as it happens 
and the rehearsed anecdote, the 
preferred outcome. In The G irls’ 
G uide to Hunting and Fishing, even 
suburban quiet has “nothing to do 
w ith  p e a c e .” B a n k ’s m uch- 
anticipated debut merits all its buzz 
and transcends it.
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