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One o f the goals o f the 

C ity o f Portland  C ouncil is 
to prom ote a su s ta in ab le  
fu ture  that m eets to d a y ’s 
needs w ithout com prom is
ing the a b ility  o f  fu tu re  
genera tions to m eet th e ir 
needs, and accep ts  its re 
sp o n s ib ility  to:

• S u p p o r t  a s ta b le ,  
d iv e r s e  a n d  e q u i ta b le  
e c o n o m y

• P r o te c t  th e  q u a l i t y  
o f  th e  a ir ,  w a te r ,  la n d  
a n d  o th e r  n a tu r a l  
re so u rc e s

• C o n se r v e  n a t iv e  
v e g e ta t io n ,  f is h ,  w i ld 
l ife  h a b i ta t  a n d  o th e r  
e c o s y s te m s

• M in im ize  h u m an  
im p a c ts  on lo c a l  a n d  
w o r ld w id e  e c o s y s te m s

Why Should the C ity  o f 
Portland  Care A bout G reen 
B uild ing?

It is an opportune  tim e 
fo r d e v e lo p e rs , b u ild e rs , 
po licy  m akers, and ad v o 
cates to p a rtn e r in c rea tin g  
a c ity -w ide  green b u ild ing  
s tra te g y  tha t s tre n g th e n s  
l iv a b il i ty  and m in im izes  
e c o lo g ic a l  d e g ra d a t io n .  
For Portland  to becom e a 
more su sta in ab le  com m u
n ity , all new and r e tro f i t 
ted hom es, b u ild in g s , and 
f a c i l i t i e s  m ust e m b ra ce  
green b u ild ing  p rac tice s .

Econom ics:
In the com m ercial secto r, 

reduced  w ater and energy  
costs allow  for increased  
p ro f i t  m arg ins and m ore 
c o m p e t i t iv e  le a s in g  a r 
rangem ents. In the housing 
s e c to r , in c re a s e d  o p e ra 
tions and m ain tenance  e f 
f ic ien c ies  can free cap ita l 
to help reduce debt burden. 
D esign ing  s tru c tu re s  that 
are d e s ira b le , long la s tin g , 
and opera te  as e ff ic ie n tly  
as possib le  can produce an 
investm en t to the bu ild ing  
ow ner that is unm atched in 
re tu rn  and secu rity  in the 
long run.

F u rther, green bu ild in g  
p rac tices  helps reduce  en 
v iro n m e n ta l im p a c ts  r e 
lated  to b u ild in g s  such as 
in creased  carbon  d io x id e

em issio n s, w ater and sew er 
runoff, and natu ra l resource 
e x tra c tio n  tha t u ltim a te ly  
im p a c t th e  e n t i r e  
co m m u n ity ’s liv a b ili ty .

G row th:
Here in P o rtlan d , the im 

pacts  o f  rap id  developm en t 
(in  1998 the C ity  issu ed  a 
rec o rd  3 ,477  c o m m e rc ia l 
and 4 ,062 re s id e n tia l p e r
m its) are n o ticeab ly  a f fe c t
ing liv a b ili ty  and local and 
reg io n a l ecosystem  health .

As noted above, bu ild ings 
have a trem endous im pact 
on the env ironm en t during  
c o n s t r u c t io n  and  o c c u 
pancy . Not only are n a tu ra l 
reso u rces  d ep le ted  but land 
use p a tte rn s  are  a lte re d . 
H ig h w ay s  and n e ig h b o r 
hood s tre e ts  becom e more 
c o n g e s te d , open space  is 
co n v erted  to housing , and 
pub lic  m onies to pay for in 
fra s tru c tu re  are s tre tc h e d .

In a d d itio n , deve lopm en t 
th a t  s p re a d s  a c ro s s  the  
lan d sc a p e  m akes it m ore 
d iff ic u lt for com m unities to 
p rov ide  a lte rn a tiv e  t ra n s 
p o rta tio n  o p tio n s , thus in 
c reasing  the num ber o f  e n 
ergy  in te n s iv e , p o llu tin g  
veh ic le  m iles tra v e le d  per 
cap ita .

G reen b u ild ing  ad d resses  
reg iona l grow th at the s ite  
level by in s is tin g  on b u ild 
ing p rac tices  that m in im ize  
site  d is tu rbance, link  to ex 
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is tin g  tra n sp o rta tio n  and 
land use in fra s tru c tu re , re 
duce re so u rc e  c o n su m p 
tio n , increase  energy  and 
w ater e ff ic ie n cy , and re 
duce, reu se , and recy c le  
bu ild in g  m ate ria ls .

Green bu ild ing  p rac tices 
p rov ide  e x c itin g  and c re 
a tive  so lu tio n s  to grow th 
m anagem ent by res to rin g  
an d  e n h a n c in g
b ro w n f ie ld s ,  in c re a s in g  
veg e ta tio n  cover and w ild 
life  h a b ita t, and ren o v a t
ing e x is tin g  b u ild in g s  to a 
higher and better use.

H a b ita t P r e se r v a t io n  
and Restoration:

Green build ing practices 
provide a series  o f “best 
m anagem ent p rac tic e s” to 
m inim ize or elim inate run
off, erosion, and streambank 
restoration.

Low w ater, native veg
etation can elim inate ero
sion and reduce the amount 
of water and m aintenance 
current standard landscap
ing re q u ire s . O n -s ite  
s to rm w ater re te n tio n  can 
treat and slow storm w ater 
runoff. R educed bu ild ing  
footprints and pervious pav
ing system s can also help 
reduce runoff.

Health & Productivity:
D egradation o f health and 

reductions in productiv ity  
related to worker productiv
ity and sick le a v e  has eco
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nom ic im pacts.
Since a typ ical 
employer spends 
alm ost 70 tim es 
more on salaries 
as on energy, a 
g reen  b u ild in g  
can significantly  
re d u c e  a
b u ild in g ’s pay 
back  and help  
make a business 
more profitab le  
by sim ply p ro 
v id in g  a m ore 
c o m f o r t a b l e  
w o rk in g  e n v i 
ronment.

S in ce  we 
spend upward of 
80 p e rc e n t o f  
o u r tim e  in 
d o o rs, the e n v iro n m en ta l 
quality  o f build ing m ateri
als and ven tila tion  are key 
elem ents to creating healthy 
homes and w orkspaces. 

Em erging M arkets:
Green building expertise -  

including builders, architects, 
engineers, systems and m ate
rials m anufacturers, energy 
and environm ental consult
ants, reusable building mate
rials suppliers, and landscape 
architects constitutes an im-
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City Commissioner Dan 
Saltzman oversees the 
program, Sustainable Portland 
Commission.

portant local market sector. 
By promoting and apply

ing green building practices, 
the C ity w ill support and 
s tim u la te  fu r th e r  se c to r  
growth and help drive down 
the cost of building m ateri
a ls , energy  sy s tem s, and 
o ther green b u ild in g  com 
ponen ts.
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