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R I S E
R e f u g 

S e l f -
e e / l m m i g r a n t
E m p l o y m e n t

♦  PACIFIC POWER
R ISE is M ercy  C o rp s ’ firs t 

m a jo r in it ia tiv e  in the  US a fte r  
tw o d ecad es w o rk in g  in c o u n ­
tr ie s  a ro u n d  the w orld  c re a tin g  
and ru n n in g  su c c e ss fu l m ic ro ­
e n te rp rise  p ro g ram s.

E a r ly  th i s  y e a r ,  M e rc y  
C o rp s ’ g rad u a ted  its  f irs t c lass 
o f  r e fu g e e s  w ho  h ad  c o m ­
p le te d  th e  R IS E  p r o g r a m , 
w h ic h  is d e s ig n e d  to  h e lp  
P o r t la n d ’s g ro w in g  n um ber o f  
re fu g ees  and im m ig ran ts  c re ­
a te  se lf-e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu ­
n itie s . R IS E ’S f irs t 50 p a r t ic i­
pan ts  c o m p le ted  a basic  b u s i­
ness tra in in g  c o u rse  th a t pro- 
tio n  and te c h n ic a l a s s is ta n c e  
to  help  s tu d e n ts  in c re a se  th e ir  
e c o n o m ic  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  
C lasses  are tau g h t by v o lu n ­
te e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f ro m  
P o rtla n d ’s b u s in ess  com m unity  
in a d d itio n  to  R ISE sta ff.

S ix R ISE p a r tic ip a n ts  have 
s ta r te d  th e ir  ow n b u s in e sse s  
as a re su lt o f  R ISE tra in in g : a 
ta ilo r , a b u tc h e r, a co m p u te r 
c o n su ltin g  co m p an y , a house 
c lean in g  b u sin ess  tha t p repares 
hom es fo r re -sa le , a ca r ex p o rt 
b u s in e s s  to  s e n d  c a r s  to  
R w anda, and a m u ffle r shop. In 
a d d it io n , tw o  g ra d u a te s  are  
now  w o rk in g  on loan  a p p lic a ­
tio n s. R ISE  o ffe rs  loans from  
$100 t o $5000.

RISE Graduate Profile:
•A p p ro x im ate ly  1/3 su p p o rt 

fam ilie s  w ith  5 o r m ore  depen-

Mohammad Onakoy (far left) la an Immigrant from Rwanda received 
his graduation certificate for completing the RISE training program. 
He plans on starting his own business exporting autos to his home 
country.

Pacific Power a Division
of Pacificorp

Joins with
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d en ts  and  som e c o n tin u e  to 
su p p o rt fam ily  in th e ir  hom e 
c o u n trie s .

•C o u n tries  o f  o rig in  inc lu d e : 
S o m a lia , th e  fo rm e r  S o v ie t 
U n io n  ( R u s s ia ,  U k r a in e ,  
K azak h stan , and  U zb ek is tan ), 
C uba, E th io p ia , L aos, B o sn ia , 
Iraq , Iran , D em ocratic  R epublic 
o f  C ongo  and R w anda.

•The m ajo rity  o f  p a rtic ip an ts  
are be tw een  21 and 50 y ears  
old.

A ll have com pleted  at least 
12 years o f  schoo ling  a lthough

there is no sch oo ling  re q u ire ­
m ent for the p rogram .

•14 have p ro fe ss io n a l level 
degrees and som e w orked  in 
high level governm en t o ffices  
in th e ir  hom e coun tries.

•B usiness ex p erien ce  ranges 
from those who ow ned very large 
com panies to o th ers  w ho w ere 
sm all m erchants w hile som e had 
no p rio r business ex p erien ce .

The local RISE h ead q u arte rs  
is located  at 3030 SW 1st A ve. in 
Portland . For m ore in fo rm ation , 
call 503/796-6800.

Minority Business 
Development week.

Let us take time to honor the energy, 
determination, and optimism of our state’s 

minority entrepreneurs.
Pacificorp believes that support of the Enterprise 

Zone can be an integral part of the development of 
an economically strong and livable community.

Show Me the Money!
By M argaret E berle of Busi­
ness Edge ------------------------

Six y ea rs  ago H ood  R iv e r 
teach er R obert W illiam s had an 
id ea  o f  “ how  to b u ild  a b e tte r  
m o u se tra p ” o r r a th e r  “ b o o k ­
m a rk .” He d id n ’t lik e  p e rm a ­
n e n tly  m a rk in g  the  fa v o r ite  
p a s sa g e s  o f  h is  b o o k s  w ith  
pen s and  p a p e r  c lip s  which is a 
b it cu m b erso m e . So he w en t a 
b it fu r th e r  and  d e v e lo p e d  a 
l ig h tw e ig h t b ro n z e  b o o k m ark  
to  m ark  h is fa v o r ite  l i te ra ry  
w o rk s. A g re a t id e a , bu t he 
n eed ed  the c a p ita l  to  m an u ­
fa c tu re  and  m a rk e t the  p ro d ­
u c t. It w as d if f ic u l t  to  fin d  
f in a n c in g  and  h is  a lte rn a tiv e  
w as ru n n in g  up the  lim it on 
h is  p e rso n a l c re d it  c a rd s .

T hen  he a p p lie d  fo r $ 15,000 
in funds th ro u g h  the  O reg o n  
E n tre p re n e u ria l  D e v e lo p m e n t 
Loan Fund a d m in is te re d  by the 
O regon E conom ic and  C om m u­
nity  D ev elo p m en t D epartm en t. 
W ith in  a y e a r , h is  f le d g in g  
b u s in e s s ,  B o o k  D A rts  w as  
g ro ss in g  m ore  th a n  $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0  
an n u a lly  and  w ith in  fo u r years  
he p a id  o f f  th e  lo an . In 1996 
W illiam s and  h is  w ife  Je a n e tte  
r e c e iv e d  th e  “ b e s t  s ta r t  up 
b u s in e ss  a w a rd ,’ fro m  the  O r­
egon  S m all B u s in e ss  D e v e lo p ­
m en t C en te r.

T o d ay  th e y  h a v e  a h e a lth y

y o ung  b u s in e ss  th a t em p lo y s 
som e 10 lo ca l w o rk ers  d u rin g  
the  h o lid a y  se a so n  d is t r ib u t ­
ing  m illio n s  o f  “ B ook  D a r ts ,” 
th ro u g h o u t the c o u n try . The 
O reg o n  E n tre p re n e u ria l L oan  
F und  p ro v id es  a m ax im um  in i­
tia l loan  o f  $ 25 ,000  to s ta r t-u p  
b u s in e sse s  tha t a re  hav in g  d i f ­
f ic u lty  f in d in g  c o n v e n tio n a l 
fu n d in g . A fo llo w -u p  lo an  can  
be m ade, bu t the to ta l c a n ’t 
exceed  $40,000.

T he fund  w as s c h e d u le d  to 
su n se t th is sum m er on June  30, 
bu t the O regon  L e g is la tu re  e x ­
ten d ed  the p ro g ram  u n d er S e n ­
ate B ill 402. T h is le g is la tio n  is 
p r im a r ily  d e s ig n e d  to p ro v id e  
en h a n c e d  he lp  to  b u s in e sse s  
in d is tre s s e d  a re a s  o f  the  s ta te  
h av e  b e tte r  access  to b u s in e ss  
lo a n s .

F o r the  p a s t 16 y e a rs , the  
O regon  B usiness D evelopm en t 
F und  has h e lp e d  b u s in e s se s  
w ith  loan  p a c k a g e s  th a t “ f il l  a 
g a p ,” in th e ir  f in a n c in g  n eed s. 
It o f te n  p ro v id e s  h igh  r isk  f i ­
n a n c in g  and  m ore  th an  60 p e r ­
c en t o f  the  lo an s h av e  b een  fo r 
$ 5 0 ,0 0 0  o r less . T he m axim um  
loan  is $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  o r 40 p e rc e n t 
o f  the p ro je c t. T he fund  has 
m ad e  m o re  th a n  250  lo a n s  
p a rtn e rin g  w ith  scores o f  banks 
and  is a v a ila b le  to  b u s in e sse s  
in v o lv e d  in  m a n u fa c tu r in g , 
p ro c e s s in g , to u rism  and  h igh

te c h n o lo g y  in a ll a rea s  o f  the 
s ta te .

U n d e r the new  le g is la tio n  a 
T a rg e te d  D e v e lo p m e n t A c ­
c o u n t has b een  e s ta b l is h e d  
th a t tra n s fe rs  funds from  the 
re g u la r  acco u n t to  a rea s  th a t 
have been  d e s ig n a te d  as d is ­
tre sse d  at a lo w er in te re s t ra te . 
“ T hese  p ro g ram  ch an g es  are  
in re sp o n se  to b o th  the O regon  
L e g is la tu re ’s and  O regon  E co ­
nom ic and  C o m m u n ity  D e v e l­
opm ent C o m m isio n ’s d irec tio n  
to  focus e ffo r ts  on d is tre s se d  
a reas  o f  the  s ta te . It sh o u ld  be 
an in c e n tiv e  fo r c o m p an ie s  to 
lo c a te  or in v e s t in  th e se  a r ­
e a s ,” sa id  M ark  H u sto n , B u s i­
ness F in a n c e  M a n a g e r  fo r the 
d e p a r tm e n t.

E a r l ie r  in A u g u s t th e  O r­
eg o n  E c o n o m ic  an d  C o m m u ­
n ity  D e v e lo p m e n t C o m m is ­
sio n  a u th o r iz e d  $5 m illio n  in 
fu n d s  a t in te r e s t  r a te  fo u r  
p e rc e n t  b e lo w  p r im e  to  be 
lo an ed  to  O reg o n  c o m p an ie s  
d u r in g  the  n e x t tw o  y e a rs . 
H u s to n , d is t r e s s e d  a re a s  to 
q u a lify  O reg o n  b u s in e s se s .

C o u n tie s  th a t a re  c la s s if ie d  
as d is tre s s e d  in c lu d e : B ak er, 
C o o s ,  C r o o k ,  D o u g la s ,  
G ill ia m , G ra n t, H a rn e y , H ood 
R iv e r , J e f fe rs o n , Jo se p h in e , 
L a k e ,  L a n e  (a  p o r t i o n )  
M a lh e u r, M o rro w , S h erm an , 
W a llo w a , and  W h ee le r.

"Together We Will Succeed"

We need to
hear from you
1. If you are a DBE;

2. And can simply supply goods 
or services in the following 
catagories:

DORIS' CAFE 
HONOR'S MINORITY 
BUSINESS WEEK

BEEF It up 
PORK It down 
but don't
CHICKEN out if you
want the greatest
BAR-B-Q in town 

Go to
DORIS' CAFE
325 NE Russell Ave. 
Portland, OR 97212

Mon-Fri. ll:00-10:00PM  
Sat. 7:00AM-10:00PM 
Sun. 7:00AM-9:00PM
Bus. 287-9249 
Fax (503) 285-2504

Electrical and Electronics Subcontracting
Architectural Design
Engineering
Asphalt Construction
and associated sub-contracting

Contact: Procurement and Grants Division 
P.O. Box 2529 
Vancouver, WA 98668-2529
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