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Is It Possible To Raise A Happy Child?
...................................  •  u ,as th e  huildm e block o f  any apply it in life or work. W hat is excep- Conversely, children with a sou(Elie
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B i M arie P ace

Exscvnvr D irector o r T he Latavstts 

T vtorinc Center

I have observed with increasing fre­
quency as we near the new mil lennium a 
wide range ofcomments and opinions on 
the effects o f  home life on the success­
ful— or more often— unsuccessful rear­
ing o f  children. W ith the advent o f  psy­
chology andpsychiatrymtheearly 1900 s 
and their attempts to modify behavior to 
make a more tractable child, the “prob-

lem” o f  child behavior was introduced.
A s a professional educator for 10 

years, 1 am  constantly working w ith
children and have found tw o things 
vital to  the successful maturation o f  a 
child. A  cu rren t but erroneous, fad 
b e lie f is that it is peer pressure w hich 
forms the path o f  growth. The fact, 
how ever, is that the path o f  grow th is 
defined by  tw o vital factors.

W hat are they ? The first is the hom e 
environm ent. A uthor and hum anitar­
ian, L. Ron H ubbard, w rote that the

family was the building block o f  any 
soc ie ty . In  th e  b o o k  W h a t is 
Scientology?. It goes on to state that 
the reason family relationships improve 
so much w ith Scientology is because it 
teaches an individual to com m unicate 
more freely w ith family and friends.

fhe  second is the quality o f  educa­
tion. Mr. Hubbard, through exhaustive 
research developed an innovative tech­
nique for studying that enables the stu­
dent to not only fully grasp the subject 
matter being pursued, butto  proficiently

apply it in life or work. W hat is excep­
tionally effective about this study method 
is that any student can learn to use it and 
succeed regardless o f  his o r her eco­
nomic or social situation.

I have heard it said that children 
jo in  gangs due to socio-econom ic cir­
cum stances. Factually, how ever, the 
m ain thing these young people have in 
com m on is an illiteracy that bars them  
from reading even the street sign on the 
com er. So how could they be expected 
to survive on their ow n?

Conversely, children with a sound 
tanulylifeandeffectivestudy ski Ils,have 
the inner strength on which to build a 
future o f  their choosing and the ability to 
strive tor and achieve their goals

1 have found, through the use o f  the 
philosophy o f  L. Ron Hubbard, a  sure­
fire approach to raising a happy child. If 
you have not explored it, then 1 urge you 
to find out for yourself -  get the book 
W hat is Scientology? A nd see how you 
can ensure a successful future not only 
foryourchildbut foryour whole family.

make a more tractable child, the "prob- .an, L. Ron H ubbard, w rote tnat tne mane, ----------K

What Does A Person Deserve By Being Alive
. . .  . ... ______” Wp««»this Question sta ted  by E li S iegel: w hat abroad . It concludes w ith  these km

B i Ruth O ros, M ir iam  W eiss, M e r i i. Simon

This year, the US Department o f  Ag­
riculture published these: “Facts About 
Hunger in America”; “Eleven to twelve 
million Americans experience moderate 
to severe hunger. An additional 23-24 
million people are Food insecure,’ i.e., 
either cut the size o f  their meals or skip 
m eals.. ..Some o f  the consequences o f 
chronic hunger in children are infant mor­
tality, poor cognitive development. and 
increased risk o f  disease.”

As three rep resen tative w om en, 
w e say  it is appalling  that infants are 
dy ing  and  grow ing  ch ild ren ’s m inds 
and  bodies cannot develop  as they 
should  in this, the richest na tion  in 
the w orld. T hat a person  in A m erica 
o f  any age suffers from  hunger, be it 
"m o d era te"  (w h a tev e r th a t m ight 
m ean!) o r “ severe ,” is a crim e.

W e respect persons w orking to 
allev iate hunger, but as reported  in a 
N ew  Y ork T im es article, even the 
m assive, nationwide effort— “40,000

soup kitchens and food pantries.. .w ith 
m ore than 900.000 volunteers — can­
not keep  pace w ith  the increasing 
need. M eanw hile, a basic right such 
as nourishm ent should com e to people 
not ou t o f  charity , bu t because they 
are entitled  to it as hum an beings.

Eli Siegel, the great American histo­
rian and founder o f  the philosophy Aes­
thetic Realism, has explained the cause 
o f  all injustice, including the feet that 
children are starving in America: it is 
contem pt He defined contempt as “ the 
addition to self through the lessening o f  
something else." Contempt, he showed 
is at the basis o f  our profit economy 
where some few people get rich from the 
labor o f  many. A nd in 1970, Eli Siegel 
explained this tremendous thing— that 
history had come to a point where the 
profit system had tailed and would never 
recover. He stated: “M an has lived with 
economic ill will for hundreds o f  years: 
but that doesn' t m ean that ill will was ever 
right or, for that matter, efficient The 
inefficiency o f  ill will is now becoming[ llû S 3 1 V U ,U a U U llY » lU V V iiv n  - rv ,v w  — ------------ j  —

Selling Our Souls
B i M arian  W right E delman

The m anufacturers o f  one o f  the 
guns used m ost frequently in violent 
crim e has reaped about 60 percent 
profit on every sale. M any o f  the guns 
on the streets are cheap to m ake and a 
very lucrative business proposition for 

the makers.
Since the profits are so high, one 

would think most manufac turers won Id 
be w illing to sacrifice a little o f  that 
m argin to add som e inexpensi ve safety 
devices like trigger locks that might 
save the lives o f  children w ho find a 
w ay to  get hold  o f  a gun. But very few 
firearm m anufacturers do o r w ill un­
less Congress passes a law requiring it.

So instead schools m ust spend 
money. Itis sad but necessary in today’s 
A m erica that our tax m oney m ust be 
invested in video cam eras, security 
guards, and metal detectors our school 
m ust buy to try to protect our children.

T his S ep tem ber m any  children  
throughout the country are returning to 
schools w ith autom atically locking 
doors, alarms, and police officers on the 
premises. 1 applaud the efforts o f  schools 
to try to create a safe place for children 
to learn. But i f  this country w ould wake 
up and dem and that our lawmakers 
decide once and for all to protect chil­
dren instead o f  guns, how m uch better 
use w ecouldput that money to! Schools 
need books, computers, and enough 
classrooms and teachers earning decent 
salaries to ensure our children get the 
education they need to succeed in life. 

One county in Maryland near where
1 live spent nearly $700,000 this fall 
just to install surveillance cam eras in 
its high schools. Is this w hat it’s com e 
to  in our efforts to prevent alm ost 13 
children a  day from being killed by 
guns? Unfortunately, the answ er is yes.

Between 1979 and 1996, nearly 
75,000 children and teens were killed 
by firearms. That’s 20,000 m ore than 
the num ber o f  American battle casual­
ties in the Vietnam War. I lived in 
W ashington, DC during the Vietnam 
W ar and rem em ber the huge and nu­
m erous demonstrations against the war 
that ultim ately forced the U nited States 
to reexam ine its priorities. I cannot help

but w onder why I do not see demons tra 
tions in our streets, at the U.S. Capitol, 
the W hite House, in our state capitals, 
and in every city in America protesting 
the feet that U.S. children under age 15 
are 12 times m ore likely to die from 
gunfire than children in 25 other indus­
trialized countries combined. Black 
children under the age o f  15 are twice as 
likely as White children to die o f  gun 
violence, black youths aged 15-24 are 
four times more likely than White youths, 
and Black males in that age group are 
ten times more likely than their W hite 
counterparts to be a victim o f  firearms. 
Nearly one mil lion Americans have been 
killed by guns since 1968. If anything 
else you can think o f  was killing adults 
and children at these alarming rates, the 
wheels o f  government would come to a 
virtual standstill until something was 
done.

I know  I’m  not alone. Survey show 
that three-fourths o f  gun owners sup­
port mandatory registration o f  hand­
guns as does 85 percent o f  the general 
public. Two-thuds o f  gun owners and 
80percent o f  the general public fevor 
mandatory background checks in pri­
vate handgun sales such as gun shows. 
Eighty-eight percent o f  those surveyed 
feel that new handguns sold should be 
designed so that a child 's small hands 
cannot fire them. A nd when asked if 
there should be a mandatory background 
check and a five-day waiting period in 
order to purchase a  gun, 82 percent o f  
the people owning a gun and 85 percent 
o f  the general public agreed that posi­
tion was a good idea.

I call on you -  every one o f  you 
reading this column. First, say a prayer 
for your child as he or she begins a new 
school year, and then write, ca ll fex, and 
email your national, state, and local gov­
ernment representatives demanding ac­
tion against guns and for children. Help 
mount a massive moral witness and mo­
bilization against violence in our society 
in every nook and cranny o f  America 
Parent by parent, youth by youth, doctor 
by doctor, religious congregation by con­
gregation. school by school, and neigh- 
borhood by neighborhtxxl help breathe 
life and security again into our communi­
ties and nation. Join me, w on’t you?

apparent all over the world.” W e see this 
in 1999, despite the lying reports about a 
“booming” economy. The feet is, a  few 
people are getting richer while increas­
ing numbers ofpeople are getting poorer, 
forced to worry where their next meal 

will come from.
Aesthetic Realism  is com pletely 

clear— the one m easure o f  the success 
o f an econom y is the w ell-being o f  
every person. Stated Eli S iegel: "W hile 
any child needs som ething he hasn’t 
got, the profit system  is a failure.”

In the international journal, the Right 
o f  Aesthetic R ealism  to Be Known, the 
Class C hairm an o f  A esthetic Realism, 
Ellen Reiss, describes m agnificently 
w hat m ust be  for the children  o f  
America to get w hat they need:

A s c o m  is in  a K ansas field  in 
sum m er, w ith  the sun  ho t o n  it; as 
Texas earth  is rich  w ith  oil; as g low ­
ing o ranges o f  C a lifo rn ia  grow  and  
people  p ick  them  w ith  ach ing  fin ­
gers an d  get so  little  fo r th e ir la­
bor— to  w hom  shou ld  these belong? 
A little  ch ild  in  H arlem  is go ing  to 
bed  h ung ry  w h ile  som ew here  in 
A m erica  there  a re  cow s ready  w ith  
m ilk  that w o n ’t get to  tha t child . 
A nd  the ch ild  w an ts tha t m ilk  and 
deserves it. T h a t ch ild  is, w ith  her 
fellow  c itizen s , th e  righ tfu l ow ner 
o f  that K ansas co m  and T exas oil 
and those  C a lifo rn ia  oranges.

W e have learned  from  M s. Reiss 
that in o rder to  keep  the failed profit 
system  going at a ll, so that the b ig  
m oney  in terests  in A m erica  stay  
happy, m ost peop le  have to becom e 
poorer, and th is m eans m ore o f  our 
coun trym en  w ill go hungry. In o rder 
to  keep  p ro fits com ing  in, co rpo ra­
tions have forced  people  to  w ork 
longer hours, laid o ff  m en and w om en 
in m assive num bers and m oved  jo b s 
abroad w here labo r is even cheaper.

The only  th ing that w ill bring  hun­
ger to  an  end  is for every  governm ent 
o ffic ia l and  citizen  to  ask this eth ical

question  sta ted  by E li S iegel: “w hat 
does a p e rso n  d ese rv e  by  b e in g  
a live?” T his em ergent question  is at 
the cen te r o f  the pow erfu l public 
serv ice  film  on hom elessness and 
hunger titled  "W hat D oes A  Person 
D eserve?” by film m aker and A es­
th e t ic  R e a lism  c o n s u lta n t ,  K en  
K im m elm an. The film  prem iered  at 
the W ashing ton , D .C. sum m it m ee t­
ing o f  the N ational C oalition  for the 
H om eless and  is being a ired  on te le ­
v ision  sta tions around  the county  and

abroad . It concludes w ith these kind 
and  com pletely  practical sentences 
by  E li S iegel:

“T he w orld  should  be ow ned  by 
the people  liv ing in it . . .A ll person 
should  be seen as living in a w orld 
tru ly  the irs.” (S e lf  and W orld , D efi­
n ition  Press, 1981)

The A esthetic Realism  Founda­
tion  is a  not-for-profit educational 
foundation  located at 141 G reene 
Street, N ew  York, NY 1 0 0 1 2 .(2 1 2 )- 
777-4490; w ww.AstheticRealism .org

INTERSTATE MAX 
COMMUNITY FORUM II

Friday, September 24 
6 :30 -9  pm

Saturday, September 25 
9 am -noon

O c k le y  G re e n  M id d le  S ch o o l
6031 N  M o n tan a

(Tri-Met Bus 5)

A n o th e r  c h a n c e  to  le a rn  
a b o u t a n d  in f lu en ce :

. H o w  In te rs ta te  Ave m igh t 
look w ith  M A X

, H o w  to  m in im ize traffic 
im pacts

■ Bus service w hen  M A X  opens

> N e ig h b o rh o o d  livability 
w ith  M A X

> P roposed  u rban  renew al 
d is tric t

• F u tu re  co n stru c tio n  jobs

FREE CHILDCARE.
E  Fully accessible. For more 
information, call 247-3958. 
Call by Sept. 21 for a languagi 
interpreter. T T P  797-1804.

ATTENTION READERS!
Please take a minute to send us your comments. We re 

always trying to give you a better paper and we can’t  do that 
without your help. Tell us what you like and what you think 
needs improving... suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. 
We can take constructive criticism. Get your powerful pens out 
and address letters to:

Editor, Reader Response The Portland Observer 
P.O.Box 3137Portlend, OR 97208

Thank you for taking the time to give us some feedback.
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