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I have observed with increasing fre-
quency as we near the new millenniuma
wide range of comments and opinions on
the effects of home life on the success-
ful—or more often—unsuccessful rear-
ing of children. With the advent of psy-
chologyandpsychiatry mtheearty 1900’s
and their attempts to modify behavior to
make a more tractable child, the “prob-
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This year, the US Department of Ag-
riculture published these: “Facts About
Hunger in America”; “Eleven to twelve
million Americans experience moderate
to severe hunger. An additional 23-24
million people are ‘Food insecure,” Le.,
either cut the size of their meals or skip
meals. ...Some of the consequences of
chronic hungerin childrenare infantmor-
tality, poor cognitive development, and
increased risk of disease.”

As three representative women,
we say it is appalling that infants are
dying and growing children’s minds
and bodies cannot develop as they
should in this, the richest nation in
the world. That a person in America
of any age suffers from hunger, be it
“moderate” (whatever that might
mean!) or “severe,” is a crime.

We respect persons working to
alleviate hunger, but as reported in a
New York Times article, even the
massive, nationwide effort—-""40,000
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By MariaNy WRIGHT EDELMAN

The manufacturers of one of the
guns used most frequently in violent
crime has reaped about 60 percent
profit on every sale. Many of the guns
on the streets are cheap to make and a
very lucrative business proposition for
the makers.

Since the profits are so high, one
would think mostmanufacturers would
be willing to sacrifice a little of that
margin to add some inexpensive safety
devices like trigger locks that might
save the lives of children who find a
way to get hold of a gun. But very few
firearm manufacturers do or will un-
less Congress passes a law requiringit.

So instead schools must spend
money. Itis sadbutnecessary intoday’s
America that our tax money must be
invested in video cameras, security
guards, and metal detectors our school
must buy to try to protect our children.

This September many children
throughout the country are returning to
schools with automatically locking
doors, alarms, and police officers onthe
premises. | applaud theefforts of schools
to try to create a safe place for children
to learn. But if this country would wake
up and demand that our lawmakers
decide once and for all to protect chil-
dren instead of guns, how much better
use we couldputthat money to! Schools
need books, computers, and enough
classrooms and teachers eaming decent
salaries to ensure our children get the
education they need to succeed in life.

One county in Maryland near where
I live spent nearly $700,000 this fall
just to install surveillance cameras in
its high schools. Is this what it’s come
to in our efforts to prevent almost 13
children a day from being killed by
guns? Unfortunately, theansweris yes.

Between 1979 and 1996, nearly
75,000 children and teens were killed
by firearms. That's 20,000 more than
the number of American battle casual-
ties in the Vietnam War. | lived in
Washington, DC during the Vietnam
War and remember the huge and nu-
merous demonstrations against the war
that ultimately forced the United States
to reexamine its priorities. [ cannot help

lem” of child behavior was introduced.

As a professional educator for 10
years, | am constantly working with
children and have found two things
vital to the successful maturation of a
child. A current, but erroneous, fad
belief is that it is peer pressure which
forms the path of growth. The fact,
however, is that the path of growth is
defined by two vital factors.

Whatare they? The firstis thehome
environment. Author and humanitar-
ian, L. Ron Hubbard, wrote that the

soup kitchens and food pantries...with
more than 900,000 volunteers™—can-
not keep pace with the increasing
need. Meanwhile, a basic right such
as nourishment should come to people
not out of charity, but because they
are entitled to it as human beings.

Eli Siegel, the great American histo-
rian and founder of the philosophy Aes-
thetic Realism, has explained the cause
of all injustice, including the fact that
children are starving in America: it 18
contempt. He defined contempt as “‘the
addition to self through the lessening of
something else.”” Contempt, he showed
is at the basis of our profit economy
where some few people getrich from the
labor of many. And in 1970, Eli Siegel
explained this tremendous thing—that
history had come to a point where the
profitsystem had failed and would never
recover, He stated: “Man has lived with
economic ill will for hundreds of years;
butthatdoesn’tmean thatill will wasever
right or, for that matter, efficient. The
inefficiency of ill will is now becoming

ur Souls

butwonder why I donotsee demonstra-
tions in our streets, at the U.S. Capitol,
the White House, in our state capitals,
and in every city in America protesting
the fact that U.S. children under age 15
are 12 times more likely to die from
gunfire than children in 25 other indus-
trialized countries combined. Black
childrenunder the age of 1 5 are twice as
likely as White children to die of gun
violence, black youths aged 15-24 are
fourtimes more likely than White youths,
and Black males in that age group are
ten times more likely than their White
counterparts to be a victim of firearms.
Nearly onemillion Americans have been
killed by guns since 1968. If anything
else you can think of was killing adults
and children at these alarming rates, the
wheels of government would come toa
virtual standstill until something was
done.

I know I'm not alone. Survey show
that three-fourths of gun owners sup-
port mandatory registration of hand-
guns as does 85 percent of the general
pubtic. Two-thirds of gun owners and
8Opercent of the general public favor
mandatory background checks in pri-
vate handgun sales such as gun shows.
Eighty-eight percent of those surveyed
feel that new handguns sold should be
designed so that a child's small hands
cannot fire them. And when asked if
there shouldbeamandatory background
check and a five-day waiting period in
order to purchase a gun, 82 percent of
the people owning a gunand 85 percent
of the general public agreed that posi-
tion was a good idea.

I call on you — every one of you
reading this column. First, say a prayer
for your child as he or she begins a new
school year, and then write, call, fax, and
email your national, state, and local gov-
emment representatives demanding ac-
tion against guns and for children. Help
mount amassive moral witness and mo-
in every nook and cranny of America.
Parent by parent, youth by youth, doctor
by doctor, religious congregationby con-
gregation, school by school, and neigh-
borhood by neighborhood, help breathe
lifeand security again into ourcommuni-
ties and nation. Join me, won't you?

ATTENTION READERS!

and address letters to:
Editor, Reader

Please take a minute to send us your comments. We're
always trying to give you a better paper and we can't do that
without your help. Tell us what you like and what you think
needs improving... suggestions are welcomed and appreciated.
We can take constructive criticism. Get your powerful pens out
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family was the building block of any
society. In the book What is
Scientology?. It goes on to state that
the reason family relationships improve
somuch with Scientology is because it
teaches an individual to communicate
more freely with family and friends.
Ihe second is the quality of educa-
tion. Mr. Hubbard, through exhaustive
research developed an innovative tech-
nique for studying that enables the stu-
dent to not only fully grasp the subject
matter being pursued, buttoproficiently

apparentall over the world.” We see this
in 1999, despite the lying reports abouta
“booming”’ economy. The fact is, a few
people are getting richer while increas-
ingnumbers of peopleare getting poorer,
forced to worry where their next meal
will come from.

Aesthetic Realism is completely
clear—the one measure of the success
of an economy is the well-being of
every person. Stated Eli Siegel:*“While
any child needs something he hasn’t
got, the profit system is a failure.”

Inthe international journal, the Right
of Aesthetic Realism to Be Known, the
Class Chairman of Aesthetic Realism,
Ellen Reiss, describes magnificently
what must be for the children of
America to get what they need:

As comn is in a Kansas field in
summer, with the sun hot on it; as
Texas earth is rich with oil; as glow-
ing oranges of California grow and
people pick them with aching fin-
gers and get so little for their la-
bor—to whom should these belong?
A little child in Harlem is going to
bed hungry while somewhere in
America there are cows ready with
milk that won't get to that child.
And the child wants that milk and
deserves it. That child is, with her
fellow citizens, the rightful owner
of that Kansas corn and Texas oil
and those California oranges.

We have learned from Ms. Reiss
that in order to keep the failed profit
system going at all, so that the big
money interests in America stay
happy, most people have to become
poorer, and this means more of our
countrymen will go hungry. In order
to keep profits coming in, corpora-
tions have forced people to work
longer hours, laid offmen and women
in massive numbers and moved jobs
abroad where labor is even cheaper.

The only thing that will bring hun-
gerto anend is for every government
official and citizen to ask this ethical
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Deserve By

apply it in life or work. What 1s excep-
tionally effectiveaboutthis study method
is that any student can leam to use itand
succeed regardless of his or her eco-
nomic or social situation.

I have heard it said that children
join gangs due to socio-economic cir-
cumstances. Factually, however, the
main thing these young people have in
common is an illiteracy that bars them
from reading even the streetsignon the
comer. So how could they be expected
to survive on their own?

question stated by Eli Siegel: “what
does a person deserve by being
alive?” This emergent question is at
the center of the powerful public
service film on homelessness and
hunger titled “What Does A Person
Deserve?” by filmmaker and Aes-
thetic Realism consultant, Ken
Kimmelman. The film premiered at
the Washington, D.C. summit meet-
ing of the National Coalition for the
Homeless and is being aired on tele-
vision stations around the county and

aise A Happy Child?

Conversely, children with a sound
family lifeand effectivestudy skills, have
the inner strength on which to build a
future of their choosing and the ability to
strive for and achieve their goals.

I have found, through the use of the
philosophy of L. Ron Hubbard, a sure-
fire approach to raising a happy child. If
you havenotexploredit, thenlurge you
to find out for yourself — get the book
What is Scientology? Andsee how you
can ensure a successful future not only
foryourchild but for your whole family.

Being Alive

abroad. It concludes with these kind
and completely practical sentences
by Eli Siegel:

“The world should be owned by
the people living in it...All person
should be seen as living in a world
truly theirs.” (Selfand World, Defi-
nition Press, 1981)

The Aesthetic Realism Founda-
tion is a not-for-profit educational
foundation located at 141 Greene
Street, New York, NY 10012.(212)-
777-4490; www.AstheticRealism.org

Friday, September 24
6:30-9 pm

Saturday, September 25

9 am-noon
Ockley Green Middle School
6031 N Monrtana
(Tri-Met Bus 5)

Another chance to learn
about and influence:

« How Interstate Ave might
look with MAX

« How to minimize traffic
impacts
« Bus service when MAX opens

« Neighborhood livability
with MAX

« Proposed urban renewal
district

« Future construction jobs

FREE CHILDCARE.

& Fully accessible. For more
information, call 247-3958.
Call by Sept. 21 for a language
interpreter. TTD 797- 1804,
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and many morell
R
Dur Dicam Gallery Presents

Pacific Nosthwest!

Sc{oumfla 25, 1999 - Noon- 4 p.m.
3920 N. Keby Ave.

For mowe informalion,

call Lisa Mamming 209-1721 «241

Would Village Bouligue " Refleciions Colfce & EBookslore

tt'y ALL Good Gift Shop * Best of ALL Worlds
Uy Framing * R A J * Midnight Ramble Video

MUS/c!

P proup exhilil of Pprican Amearican Fine Pal by artisls from the

Jerry Quinton, Bill Scotl, Plhena Hampion,
Vietla Lowe, and Travis Bowmeaw, and morel
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“COME CELEBRATE & SUPPORT OUR VILLAGE!”
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