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Dumbing Us Down

New Society Publishers; 1992 to reengage children and families in

By Joun TAYLOR GATTO actively controlling our culture,

economy, and society
An Excerpt: The heart of the de
fense for the cherished American ide

umbing Us Down reveals the
jeadening heart of compul
sory state schooling: assump-  als of privacy, variety, and individual
tions and structures that stamp
out the self knowledge, curios
ity. concentration and solitude
essential to learning. Between
schooling and television, our
children have precious little
time to learn for themselves
about the community they live
in. or the lives they might lead
Instead, they are schooled to
merely obey orders and be
come smoothly functioning
cogsin the industrial machine
In his 26 years of teaching,
John Taylor Gatto has found
that independent study, com-

munity service, large doses of

» ferent apprenticeships with
adults of all walks of life are
the keys to helping children break the
thrall of our conforming society. For the
sake of our children and our communi
ties, John Taylor Gatto urges all of usto
get schools out of the way and find ways

ity lies in the way we bring up
uuryuung.Childrenlearnwhat
they live. Put kids in a class
and they will live out their lives
in an invisible cage, isolated

The Parent’s Guide to
Alternatives in Education

principles, and the practical

Shambhala; 1997
By Ronawp E. Koerzsch Pr.D

I'oday, many parents are search

strategies of each alternative
approach to education
ing for an alternative to mainstream .+ Profiles of representative

public education in the United States. schools based on visits by the

* Until now, there has been no in depth author

guide providing the information they « Lists of sources of further

need to decide among the sometimes  information with contact ad
dresses and phone numbers

+ Anannotated reading list

bewildering array of options, includ-
ing homeschooling, charter schools,
Montessori, Waldorf, and others A final section provides

The Parent’s Guide to Altematives in Edu
cation begins with an overview of the

development of public education in the

chapters on how to choose a
st;.h(xllnrslanynuruwnschml.

United States
and then ex
plains some im
portanttrendsin
educational
theory today v ) Y

el The Parents’ Guide
to Alternatives in Education 3
twoleadingalter : ; .
natives to public
education. Each
chapter in this

section contains

detailed presen

section covers:

* The his
tory, the phi
losophy and

ocus >

from their chance at community; in
terrupt kids with bells and horns all
the time and they will learn that noth
ing is important; for them to plead for
the natural right to the toilet and they
will become liars and toadies; ridicule
them and they will retreat from hu

man association; shame them and they

will find a hundred ways to get even

The habits taught in large-scale orga
nizations are deadly

On the other hand, individuality,
family, and community are, by defini
tion, expressions of singular organiza
tion, never of “one-right-way” thinking
on the grand scale. Private time is abso
lutely essential if a private identity is

going to develop, and private time is

l'qu..tl]\ essential to the (1!‘\-t"|l![lll1]t‘lll ol
a code of private values, without which
we aren’t really individuals at all. Chil
dren and families need some relief fron
government surveillance and intimida
tion if original expressions belonging
to them are to develop. Without these,

ireedom has no meaning
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