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Woods is taking the Golf World by Storm
By DOUG FERGUSON
,c The Asstx iated Press

T ig e r  W o o d s  u se d  to  k e ep  a  list 
tap ed  to his b ed ro o m  w all d e ta ilin g  all 
o f  Ja c k  N ic k la u s ’ a c c o m p lish m e n ts , 
su ch  as h is  U .S . A m a te u r  v ic to rie s , 
h is  N C A A  title  a n d  a b o v e  a ll th e  18 
p ro fe ss io n a l m a jo rs  th a t se rv e  as a 
b e n c h m a rk  to  th e  g re a te s t c a re e r  in 

golf.
H e re 's  o n e  W  o o d s  p ro b a b ly  d id n  ’ t 

include.
W ith his victory S unday in the N E C  

Invitational on Sunday, W oods becam e 
the youngest p layer to w in  five tim es in 
one year since N icklaus w o n  his fifth 
tournam ent o f  1963 in the Sahara Invita
tional at the sam e age —  23 years, 8 

m onths, 30 days.
O nly W oods isn ’t finished.
He still has at least three tournam ents 

left this year, m aybe more. The w ay he has 
played since M ay, it is not unreasonable 
to think W oods can  w in again —  m aybe 

w in them  all.

The N E C  Invitational w as his fifth 
victory in his last eight tournam ents. N ot 
even D avid D uval w as this hot w hen he 
w on four tim es in the eight tournam ents 
leading to the M asters, in what now  

seem s like an  eternity  ago.
“ I 'm  playing w ell, but 1 kept thinking 

this w eek that it’s ju st a culm ination o f  
hard w ork ,”  W oods said after his one- 
stroke victory o ver Phil M ickelson in the 
W orld G o lf  C ham pionship  event for 
R yder C up and Presidents C up players.

“ E m  starting to reap  dividends o f  a  

better gam e.”
‘A nd  all o f  a  sudden, the com parisons 

to N icklaus are starting tocom e into focus 
again. They first surfaced w hen W oods 
overw helm ed A ugusta National m ore 
than N icklaus ever d id, w inning w ith a 
record-scoreof270by a recoid-m arginof 

12 strokes.
N icklaus even suggested  that W oods 

m ight w in lO greenjackets before he was 
done, w hich  sounded like a stretch w hen 
W oods w ent 10 m ajors before w inning 
another one. B ut w hile  W oods has only

tw o m ajors to three for N icklaus w hen he 
w as 23, he has w on 12 tim es on the PG A  
Tour, com pared toeight times by Nicklaus 

at this stage.
T he w av W oods has dom inated the 

deep and talented pool o t w orldw ide 
players can m ake one only w onder w hat 

the future holds.
“ It can still get better,”  W oods said.
He has been saying all along he is 

building a sw ing that will m ake him  m ore 
consistent, m ore controlled. N o  one be
lieved him , especially since he  w on only 

one tim e o n  the PG A  T our last year.
N ick Price saw  it w ith his ow n  eyes.
"1 p layed w ith him  in the U.S. O pen in 

'9 5  at Shinnecock Hills, and there w as a 
lot o f  raw  talent there, ”  Price said. "O ver 
the last tw o or three years, every tim e I ' ve 
played w ith him  it seem s like h e 's  just 
rounding o ff  an edge h e reo r there. I think 

h e ’s going to continue to im prove, too.
Price’s only concern  is that W oods 

doesn ’t lose his edge. T he pressure on  
him  isn 't as great as w hen  rigerm ania  
peaked m m id -1997, bu t it is still greater

than w hat any other player faces.
W oods took hom e $ I m illion from 

F irestone Country C lub, m aking him the 
first player to surpass $4 m illion in one 
season and giving him a m ore than $8.9 
milliom n three lull v ears on the PGA four, 
already good enough for 12th in career 
earnings. He also is in the m iddle o f  
renegotiating his contract w ith Nike, a 
five-year deal reported to be in the neigh
borhood o f  $80 m illion to $90 million. 
W oods said this w eek those figures w ere 
too high, but that w as before he w on yet 
again.

“ B y the time he gets to 25 o r 26, he ’s 
going to have conquered a lot o f  m oun
tains,”  Pnce said. "H e’ll have all the 
m oney  in the world. He ’ 11 have probably 
w on m ore m ajors in the next three years. 
It’s ju st a question o f  can he keep going 
likeNicklausdid.

"T h e  way he looks ngh t now , he ’ 11 be

able to ,”  Price added. “ M y hat’s o ft to 

him.’’
W oods becam e the first player to w in 

five tournam ents in a  season since Price 
in 1994. Pnce, w how on the B ntish O pen  
and the PG A  C ham pionship that year, 
rem em bers w hat it w as like to show up  at 
every  tournam ent feeling that lfhe played 
w ell, he  w ould w in —  o r at least have a 
really  good chance.

" It’sverv hard to describe." Pneesaid. 
“ Y ou feellike it’snever going to com e to 

an  e n d .”
G reg  N orm an, w hen asked about 

D u v a l's  play  before the Masters, recalls 
feeling so confident at tim es he w ould 
stand on the first tee, look around and 
w o n d er w ho w as going to finish second 
that w e e k  W oods doesn’t quite see it 
that w ay, even i f  his play suggests oth

erwise.
"I never had that o u tlo o k ”  he sa id

" I ’ve alw ays been very confident in m y 
abilities, but not the point w here I ’m  
going to  say som ething like that. There 
are 72 holes, and anything can happen. I 
need to go out there and take care o f  

business.”
N o one is doing it better n gh t now.

Michael Johnson IS 
Track Magic

What is the Hood to 
Coast?

By BERT ROSENTHAL
,c T he Associated Press

T h e  m ag ic  o f  M ic h ae l J o h n s o n ’s 
400-m eterw orld reco rd  w as the defining 
m om ent o f  the W orld  C ham pionships. 
There could  be  m ore m agic in his future.

W hileJohnsonhasaccomplLsliedmore 
than any track and field athlete during  the 
’90s, his career is far from  over at 31.

H e still has som e big goals, including 
dropping the 400  record below  43  sec
onds and w inning an  unprecedented 
second 200-400 double at the Sydney 

Olympics.
“ I never put lim its o n  m yself,”  said 

Johnson, w ho  shattered B utch R eynolds'
1 l-v ea r-o ld 4 0 0 reco rd o f4 3 .2 9  seconds 
w ithan e lec trify in g tim eo f4 3 .18.

Johnson ran the first2 0 0 in 21 Oandthe 
second200in22 .2 .apattem thato ther400  
runners cannot m atch. For the average 
quarter-m iler.thedifferencebetw eenthe 
first h a lfo f  the race and the second is two 

seconds.
“G etting to300 .hew asvery re laxed ,"  

coach C lyde H art said. "P atience w as 
very important. H e show ed that 3 1 ,6w as 
lik e a w a lk in th e p a rk .”

"H e looks like h e  can  do anything he 
wants, ”  1992O lym pic coach M el Rosen 
said o f  Johnson.

A s long as injuries d o n 't  interfere.
W h en  Jo h n so n  is h ea lth y , there  

doesn 't appear to be  a 200 o r 400  runner 
w hocan cope w ith his rem arkable com bi
nation o f  speed and  pow er.

W hen he set th e 200 record o f  19.32 at 
the 1996O lym pics.slicingan astonishing 
.34 seconds oft’his previous m ark, sec
ond-place finisher Frankie Fredericks o f  
N am ibia w as about five m eters back, a 
huge m argin in such a short race. A n d  to 
think. Fredericks had com e w ith in  .02 
seconds o f  Johnson’s previous record o f  
19.66,running 19.68.

W hen  Joh n so n  sm ashed  the  400  
re co rd  runner-up Sanderlei Pam ela o f  
Brazil set a  South /American record  o f  
44.29 and still w as about 15 m eters be

hind.
Johnson is aw are no  one can seriously 

push him , and  to  continue breaking 
records h e 'll  have to do  it running alone 
dow n the stretch It’s not the ideal situa
tion. but one Johnson has learned to cope 

with.
“ I realized long ago that I w o u ld n 't be 

pu sh ed ,"  he  sa id
In the 200, Joh n so n 's m ajor opposi

tion in  recent years has c o m e  from  
Fredericks and 19 9 7 w orld2 0 0 cham pion 
A to Boldon o f  T rinidad and Tobago.

Now, M aunce Greene, the 100 and 200 
gold m edalist at the cham pionships that 
ended Sunday, poses another threat, but 
he is still learning the techniques o f  run
ning the 200 and m ight need  a  couple o f  

m ore years to  catch Johnson.
In the 400, the only active m nners to 

have broken 44 seconds are R eynolds 
and 1988 O lym pic gold m edalist Steve 
Lewis. A ndneitheris very active, leaving 
Johnson the undisputed ruleroftheevenL

There has been so m eclam orfo ra  150- 
m eter m atch race betw een Johnson and 
G reene to determ ine the "w orld 's fastest

hum an. ’ ’ Johnson w ill have no  part o f  it, 
not after his disastrous confrontation 
w ith C an ad a 'sD o n o v an  Bailey in 1997, 
w hen  he tore his right quadriceps.

A  Johnson-G reene show dow n over 
2 0 0 m eters probably will com e next year 
at the U .S. O lym pic trials at Sacram ento, 
Cahf

Johnson capped the W orld C ham pi
onships with another m ilestone, anchor
ing the U .S. 1,600-m eter relay team  to 
victory for his ninth career gold m edal at 
the worlds, the m ost by  any athlete, one 
m ore thanC arl Lewis.

“ It’s an  honor,”  Johnson said. " I t’s a 
testam ent to w hat I’ve tried to do  in m y 
career: to be  consistent and go into eveiy 
cham pionships on  the top o f  m y  gam e 
and go in to w in .”

H en o w h as w on fourconsecutive400 
w orld titles, three relay gold m edals and 
tw o 200 cham nionshios.

Johnson also has three O lym pic gold 
m edals, ran o n  the U.S. team  that set the 
w orld 1,600 relay record last year and 
ow ns the w orld indoor record  for 400 
meters. In addition, he w o n  the 200-400 
doub lea tthe  1995 U.S. C ham pionships, 
the first m an to accom plish that feat since 
1899. and he repeated in 1996; he w as 
unbeaten in th e 400  from  1989 to 1997, a 
span o f  58 finals; and he w as the first to 
be  ranked No. 1 in the w orld in both the 
200 and 400, having achieved that five 

tim es since 1990.
“ H e’s superhum an, h e ’s phenom 

enal,”  U.S. longjum per Erick W alder said.
Johnson has tw o m ore races this sea

son, at Brussels, Belgium . Friday, and at 
Rieti, Italy. Sunday. There he will return to 
Dallas and rest before preparing for the 

200001vmpics.
"M ichaelcom esback fast,”  Hart said. 

“H e’s never much out o f  «bane "

T h e  N a t i o n w i d e  I n s u r a n c e  
H o o d  T o  C o a s t  R e la y  is  th e  
u l t i m a t e  a d v e n t u r e  r u n  a n d  th e  
l a r g e s t  r e l a y  i n  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a .  I t s  c o u r s e  s t r e t c h e s  
f r o m  O r e g o n ’s M t.  H o o d  195  
m i l e s  t o  t h e  s h o r e  o f  t h e  P a 
c i f i c  O c e a n  in  S e a s i d e ,  O r 

e g o n .
T h e  c o u r s e  c h a l l e n g e s  1 2 - 

p e r s o n  t e a m s  t o  c o n f r o n t  
h i l l s ,  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  a n d  t h e  
u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  b o th  

d a y t i m e  a n d  n i g h t t i m e  r u n 

n in g .
T e a m s  c o m e  f r o m  a r o u n d

th e  w o r l d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  
H T C  a n d  P T C  e v e n t s .  M e n .  
W o m e n ,  M i x e d ,  C o r p o r a t e ,  
t h e r e  i s  a  c a t e g o r y  f o r  a n y  

c o m b i n a t i o n .
S i s t e r  r e l a y  e v e n t s  in c lu d e  

th e  N e x te l  P o r t l a n d  T o  C o a s t  
H ig h  S c h o o l  C h a l l e n g e  a n d  th e  
P o r t l a n d  T o  C o a s t  W a lk . B o th  
s t a r t  in  P o r t la n d ,  O r e g o n  a n d  f o l 
lo w  th e  H T C  c o u r s e  125 m ile s  
to  S e a s id e ,  o n  th e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n

T h e  1 9 9 9  N a t io n w id e  I n s u r 
a n c e  H o o d  T o  C o a s t  R e la y  s e t  a 
n e w  r e c o r d  fo r  r e g i s te r in g  th e  
m a x im u m  n u m b e r  o f  t e a m s  in

th e  s h o r t e s t  t im e ,  f i l l in g  1 0 0 0  
s lo t s  b y  J a n u a r y  5 th

R u n n e r s  a n d  w a lk e r s  e n te r  th e  
H o o d  T o  C o a s t ,  P o r t l a n d  T o  
C o a s t  R u n ,  o r  P o r t l a n d  T o  C o a s t  
W a lk  b y  p r in t i n g  o f f  th e  e n t r y  
fo rm  a n d  m a i l in g  i t  in to  th e  H T C  
o f f i c e ,  o r  o n e  c a n  r e q u e s t  a n  
e n t r y  fo rm  b y  s e n d in g  a  s e l f -  
a d d r e s s e d ,  s t a m p e d  e n v e lo p e  to ;

N a t io n w id e  I n s u r a n c e  
H o o d  to  C o a s t  R e la y

5 3 1 9  S .W . W e s tg a te  # 2 6 2  
P o r t l a n d ,  O R  9 7 2 2 1  

( 5 0 3 ) 2 9 2 - 4 6 2 6  
h t c r e l a y f a . t e l e p o r t . c o mWho was Major Taylor ?

N d’im’s
H A I R  C O N N E C T I O N

Full Service Salon

4603 N Williams Ave 
Portland, Oregon 97217
503-288-3171

M cM urphy's  
Appliance Center *

Sales • Service * Parts
4011 N E  Martin Luther King Jr. B vd  Ave. • Portland. OR 97212

Sale! Sale! Sale!
“ 14 S linky‘Hair

99C <N<E<W $io 95 
African Tride ‘Hi'Lites

‘Highlighting'Kits

$795
'Braiding 'Hair

99'
•Offer applies to Selected Trodurta

Qster
Adjustable
Clippers
'Buy 1* 

ÇetlTree

iMrS. (^’'Wig&'Hair 
Care Center

707 TMT Tremont • Tortland, GT. 97212
(503) 281-6525

Marshall "Major" Taylor was the most famous bicycle racer in the world in his time.
He won the World Championship at Montreal Canada in 1699. He was worshiped in Europe, 

but was not allowed to compete in his own national championships in the USA.
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A ttend USA Cycling <s

“KidsOn Bikes 09"
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Support a
Renaissance «Ri«
(ifthe sp irit of v  f ’
» r  • nrv i
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s u p p o rte d  in  p a r t  by:

A
Albina

Community Bank - * \

For R a c e  In fo rm atio n  hr 
m o re  a h n o l  th e  Kiris On B ik es , 
c a l l  J o h n  B e n e n a te  a t 234 8454

Registration 
must be at

'east h°l,r
-before race time
all Races $2°°

-
B icycles p ro v id e d
or bring your ovjw?.'

Eids On l i i t e r i
at Renaissance Market 

Parking Lot, ootn Kiitingswouh

Saturday, S e p t. 4 th 
1 1 : 0 0 a m

«MW «• tHMHM» «*••• *•* t""*  ■ ......... - ■ - -  - ■

Renaissance Morkst. M 90S N. Killinjsworth. i t  supporunp nonprohu in their community with ■ donation propram

Support tha vision oi iho kids ot b .I.k .e  —  »¡cycles sod Ideas tor Kids Empowerment Please do your shoppmp 
at Renaissance Market after Iho race, and recommend to your cashier ■ J% donation ot your procsiy hill 

to the kids si b .I.k .e . —  a 501<c>3 non -profit orpaniiation

-i,: ■

htcrelayfa.teleport.com

