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Divorce Gap Narrows Over Time
Adult Children of Divorced Parents More Likely Than Predecessors to Stay Married
0  T he Associated Press

C H ICA G O  - Adult children o f  di­
vorced parents are less likely to dis­
solve their ow n marriages than they 
were two decades ago, researchers say.

W hile divorce has becom e more 
accepted in A m erican society, the gap 
in the divorce rates o f  adults who were 
raised in broken homes and those from 
intact families has also narrowed, ac­
cording to a study presented during the 
American Sociological A ssociation’s 
annual m eeting in C hicago this week.

The research  w as based  on a N a­
tional O pinion R esearch C ouncil sur­
vey o f  21,963 adults that spanned 
m ore than 20 years.

In 1973, child ren  o f  d ivorce w ere 
nearly  three tim es m ore likely than

Meal Income Guidelines Announced
The O regon  D epartm en t o f  E du­

cation  announced  the po licy  for free 
and reduced  m eals for studen ts in 
schools partic ipa ting  in the N ational 
School Lunch B reakfast P rogram s. 
Free and reduced -p rice  m eals are 
availab le  fo r studen ts u nder e lig i­
b ility  requ irem en ts d e te rm ined  by 
househo ld  size and  incom e. Q u ali­
fy ing studen ts receive  the m eals 
w ithou t charge  or at a  reduced  price 
o f  no m ore than 40  cen ts for lunch 
and 30 cen ts for b reakfast. Last 
year approx im ate ly  44 percen t o f  
the approx im ate ly  177,000 students 
eating  schoo l lunches daily  received 
m eals free, w hile abou t 11 percen t 
paid  reduced  prices. C h ild ren  from  
househo lds w hose incom e is at or 
below  these  levels are  e lig ib le  for 
free o r reduced  m eals.

In A ugust, A dult and F am ily  Ser­
v ices w ill send  a no tice /certifica- 
tion  le tte r to househo ld  receiv ing 
Food S tam ps an d /o r T em porary  A s­
sistance for N eedy Fam ilies (T A N F) 
benefits  ad v is in g  S choo l Lunch./ 
B reak fas t M ilk  P ro g ram s. T he 
school can  accep t th is no tice /certi- 
fication  le tte r from  studen ts in lieu 
o f  the app lica tion  form . N o o ther 
app lica tion  o r verific a tio n  o f  e lig i­
b ility  is requ ired  for that student.

H o u se h o ld s  th a t re c e iv e  free  o r 
re d u c e d -p ric e d  b e n e fits  m u s t r e ­
p o rt to  the sch o o l w h en  th e ir  in ­
com e in c rea se s  m ore  than  
$50 p e r  m o n th  o r $ 6 0 0  
p e r y e a r , w h en  th e re  a re  
d e c re a se s  in  h o u se h o ld  
s iz e , o r  w h e n  th e y  no  
lo n g e r  r e c e i v e  F o o d  
S tam p s  o r  T A N F  b en -
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age, o ther than their fam i­
lies. O ne w ithout the o ther 
at this po in t can  be  real 
hard to m aintain. W ithout 
a fam ily suppo. tit g you it 
can becom e very  hard  to 
stay focused on  your edu ­
cation  and  you canget side­
tracked  very  easily. Som e 
students w ill ju s t quit ifthey  
feel that they  are do ing  ev ­
ery th ing  on  their ow n, so 
e v e ry o n e  in  th e  fam ily  
needs to  get involved in 
th e ir  c h i ld ’s ed u c a tio n .
Hus will m ake things easier 
for everyone.

L e t’s m ak e  Je ffe rso n  
High School a place w here 
students w ill w ant to com e 
for years to  com e. “ L e t’s 
change the critics thoughts 
and the v iew ers op in ions," 
says Jesse M cCoun.

W hat a tu rnaround  it 
w ould be i f  the m edia w ould 
ju s t  fo r  o n c e  s e e  th e  
progress the school is m ak­
ing and the students that 
are w illing  to give 110%  
everyday to  m ake a change

their counterparts from intact fam i­
lies to d ivorce, the study  said. By 
1996, that num ber w as dow n to 50 
percent m ore likely.

Nicholas Wolfinger, a sociologist at 
the University ofU tah who authored the 
study, said the trend will probably con­
tinue into the next century as the children 
o f  recent divorces grow into adulthood.

‘ ’Thirty or 50 years ago divorce was 
so rare, so unacceptable, that only the 
worst marriages broke up,’ ’ Wolfinger 
said Wednesday. " O f  course, the chil­
dren o f those marriages carried the ex­
periences ofgtow ing up in terrible fam­
ily circumstances with them into their 
own marital relationships.

N ow, couples generally  opt for 
d ivorce before their children  have to

Meal Income Guidelines
For Reduced Meals

Household Size Annual Month Week

1 15,244 1,271 294
2 20,461 1,706 394
3 25,678 2,140 494
4 30,895 2,575 595
5 36,112 3,010 695
6 41 ,329 3,445 795
7 46,546 3,879 896
8 51,763 4,314 996

For e a c h  ad d itio n a l
Family m e m b e r  ad d +5,217 +435

Free Meals

+ 101

Household Size Annual Month Week
1 10,712 893 206
2 14,378 1,199 277
3 18,044 1,504 347
4 21,710 1,810 418
5 25,376 2,115 488
6 29,042 2,421 559
7 32,708 2,726 629
8 36,374 3,032 700

For e a c h  add itio n a l
Family m e m b e r +3,666 +306 +71

e fits . I f  a h o u seh o ld  m em b er b e ­
co m es u n em p lo y ed  o r i f  the h o u se ­
h o ld  s ize  in c rea se s , the ho u seh o ld  
can  c o n tac t the schoo l to  see  i f  it is

Summer Events
Flatlands

T h u rsd a y , J u ly  15

Theresa Dem erest & Good Com pany
T h u rsd a y , J u ly  22

Songw riters in the Round with Craig Carothers
S u n d a y , J u ly  25  a t  7 :30pm  • $ 7 .0 0  a d m iss io n

The Jack M cM ahon Band
T h u rsd a y , J u ly  29

The Jessie Samsel Band
T h u rsd a y , A u g u s t 5 a t  7pm

Retta & the Smart Fellas
T h u rsd a y , A u g u s t 12

UNCF Fundraiser with Tom Grant
T u esd ay , A u g u s t 17
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w itness the devastation  and there­
fore have the opportunity  to have 
health ier relationships, he said.

A nother factor in the decline is that 
fewer adult children o f  divorced par­
ents are getting married at all, the study 
found. That is a turnaround from the 
mid-70s, when the same group w as 36 
percent more likely to get m arried than 
children o f  intact families.

W olfinger said d ivorce still has 
an effect on the next g en e ra tio n ’s 
relationships.

" I  d o n 't think that the divorce 
rates for people from divorced fam i­
lies and intact families w ill ever be the 
sam e, ’ ’ he said. ‘ ’D ivorce w ill alw ays 
be hard on kids. I t’s ju s t not nearly as 
hard on them as it used to be. ”

e lig ib le  fo r b e n e f its . In  so m e  
ca se s , fo s te r  c h ild re n  a re  e lig ib le  
fo r m ea l b e n e fits  re g a rd le ss  o f  
h o u seh o ld  incom e.

Prepare for Back-to-School 
With a Dental Checkup

With less than a month left o f  sum­
mer vacation parents are preparing for 
that all-important first day o f  school. 
Remember to add a visit to your family 
dentist to the “To D o" list o f  school 
preparations. "Just like physical exam, 
dental checkups are a key part ofprepar- 
mg children for going back to school 
since teeth and gums change during the 
Wonder Years," explained Dr. Connie 
Masuoka, president o f  the Multnomah 
Dental Society. By the age o f  six, a 
child’s jaw s are growing to make room 
forperm anent(adult)teeth. During the 
next six years, the primary (baby) teeth 
will be replaced with permanent teeth. 
With regular dental check-ups your den­
tist can make sure a prim ary tooth has 
not been lost too early -  before the 
permanent tooth is ready to appear. If 
the tooth is lost too soon nearby teeth
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can tip or move into the vacant spot, not 
leaving room for the permanent tooth to 
grow properly. To avoid this problem, 
your dentist may recommend using a 
space maintainer to reserve space for 
the permanent tooth. "Som e people 
may think baby teeth are not important. 
The fact is that these teeth help your 
child to chew properly, speak clearly 
and they guide the permanent teeth into 
thecorrectposition,” statedDr. Masuoka 
besides monitoring the development o f 
your child’s teeth, the dental checkup 
allows the dentist to exam your child’s 
gums. According to the Academy to the 
Academy o f  Penodontology, gum dis­
ease is becoming more o f  an issue for 
children during their formative years. 
Ninety-seven percent o f  school-aged 
children now experience some degree 
o f  gingivitis, the early stage o f  gum
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Boys & Girls Club, 
Jon Ferguson, 
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disease characterized by swollen, bleed­
ing gums. Childhood gum disease is 
preventable with daily brushing, floss­
ing and regular visits to the dentist 
Parents should chec k their child ’ s tooth­
brush for blood and report any they see 
tothedentist. Ifleft untreated, gingivitis 
can progress to a more senous form o f 
juvenile gum disease that can cause 
bone loss under the teeth or extreme 
pain and heavy bleeding. A  visit to your 
dentist will set your child o ff on the right 
foot for the coming school year. It is 
also also a lesson m good finances 
because regular dental visits translate 
mto early detection and less expensive, 
cost-effective treatment. Delayed ex­
ams and treatment can result in dental 
disease that can do more damage be 
m ore costly in the long run.
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