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New Legislation

By Bernice PoweLL JACKksoN

I have seen evil in my life and |
have always been aware of its pres-

Christian identity, white suprema-
cist group which claims Benjamin
Smith, the man whose shooting
rampage ended in the wounding
and deaths of blacks, orthodox
Jews and Asian Americans in Illi-
nois and Indiana. It was to that
same church that two California
brothers belonged and who have
been charged in the murder of a
gay couple and who are thought to
be behind the burnings of three
synagogues in Sacramento.

Now, these hate crimes seem to
be escalating and little pre-
schoolers ata Los Angeles Jewish
community center program have

been shot it seems by another white
supremacist from a different group
of hate mongers. Despite the fact
that we no longer read about them

murdered, how many children and
innocents shot, how many James
Byrds or Matthew Shepards have
to be killed in order for our Con-
gress to act to expand the federal
hate crimes legislation?

The proposed legislation has
been languishing in the halls of
Congress for months and was fi-
nally passed by the Senate in late
July. The Hate Crimes Prevention
Act of 1999 was incorporated into
the Commerce, State, Justice Ap-
propriations bill. This modest leg-
islation will eliminate the highly
restrictive circumstance under
which crimes based on race, na-

tional origin or religion can be pros-
ecuted and extend the coverage to
individuals with disabilities,
women and gays and lesbians. Now

region in this nation. Too often we
write them off as a few kooks or
pretend that they don’t exist. Too
often the actions of young men who
are on the fringes of these groups -
cross-burnings, spray painting, ha-
rassing of people of color in their
communities — are excused as “boys
being boys™ or as kids who had a
few too many beers.

But more and more hate groups
are taking on new clothes of re-
spectability. David Duke, once a
KKK grand dragon, has run for
public office and covered up some
of his old rhetoric. Matt Hale, the

leader of the World Church of the
Creator, dressed up and went on
morning talk shows with the ap-
pearance of being unjustly ac-
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feel evil in the air when I traveled  reports on CNN, African Ameri-  tives to pass this important legisla-  Smith had no longer been associ-
to apartheid South Africa in the can and multi-racial churches are  tion whichis now before the House  ated with his group, when only
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town in southern Illinois. I saw it the hate it seems. use every tool to eliminate them.  for lonely young men on college

Tony Washington in the eyes of the leader of the And so the question must come  But our work cannot stop there. campuses.
Director of Advernising World Church of the Creator, a how many people have to be Hate groups are found in every So our nation’s work against

hate crimes must begin with law
enforcement and end in our
schools, our communities and our
homes. We must work hard to end
the hate, to stop the scape-goating
and blaming of others in a variety
of ways. Ending the hate mustbe a
priority forus all and we can begin
by letting our congresspersons
know where we stand on the Hate
Crimes Prevention Act.

(Note: you can write your
congressperson at United States
House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC 20515 or call (202)
224-3121)

The Slow And Silent Disaster

By AGRICULTURE SECRETARY DaAN GLICKMAN

ing food aid donations, aid dona-
tions, or providing adequately

single government agency, enhanc-
ing crop insurance, a rapid response

tribal officials.
We must recognize that manag-
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work better together, and make our
communities more inclusive for all.”
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them cope with adverse conditions
beyond their control. Removing the
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improving crop insurance and en-
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