
* » * ' V-

August 11, 1999 _ (Tire llnrtlanì» ® b«rtw
Page A4

Editorial Articles Do Not Necessarily 
Reflect Or Represent The Views Of

(The ^Jnrtlanh (Obseruer

Attention Readers!
Please take a minute to send us your comments. We're always trying to giv i 
you a better paper and we can’t  do it without your help. Tell cs what you like 
and what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreci 
ated. We take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your 
letters to: Editor, Reader Response, P.0. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.
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H
ide your Big M acs, W hop­
pers, and M ilk D uds. These 
A m erican classics m ay be 
the g o v e rn m en t’s n ex t ta rge ts  in  its 

w ar ag a in s t p o litic a lly  in co rrec t 
co n su m er p roducts. T he C lin to n - 
G ore  ad m in is tra tio n , th e ir  a llie s  in 
C o n g re s s , an d  s ta te  le g is la to rs  
th ro u g h o u t the coun try  are  in c reas­
ingly turning to  so-called  “ sin  taxes 
as sources o f  new  revenue  desp ite  
m assive  federal and  s ta te  budget 
su rp luses. A lthough  a lcoho l and  
tobacco  have trad itio n a lly  b een  the 
m ain  ta rg e ts , ch o co la te , fast food, 
and  po ta to  ch ip s m ay be  nex t in  the 
sin  tax  line.

E very  s ta te  cu rren tly  taxes c iga- 
re tte s , ran g in g  from  2 .5  ce n ts  p e r 
p ack  in  V irg in ia  to a  w h o p p in g  $1 
p e r  p ack  in  tax -c razy  H aw aii. M ost 
s ta te s  a lso  tax sp irits , tab le  w ine  
an d  b ee r. B eer tax es ran g e  from

W y o m in g ’s 2 cen ts  p e r  g a llo n  to , 
you  g u essed  it, H a w a ii’s s ta g g e r­
ing 93 cen ts  p e r ga llon .

B ut now , d e fen d e rs  o f  p u b lic  
hea lth  are  m ov ing  to  new  ta rg e ts , 
de te rm in ed  to  p u n ish  us fo r e n jo y ­
ing sa lty  o r  fa tty  food . I f  th e  n u tr i­
tio n -p o lice  in  W a sh in g to n  an d  the 
fifty  s ta te  c ap ita ls  h av e  th e ir  w ay , 
y o u ’ll be  su rv iv in g  on  a tax -fre e  
d ie t o f  c e le ry , ric e  c a k e s , and  
g rapefru it ju ice . T oday  it s tobacco  
and  a lco h o l, to m o rro w  it co u ld  be 
snack  food. T h a t’s r ig h t, a sp ec ia l 
tax  on  the tr ip  to  7 -11 .

T here are severa l p ro b lem s w ith  
th is  approach : f irs t, i t ’s a rb itra ry . 
P o litic ian s  are  c o n s ta n tly  lo o k in g  
fo r new  tax v ic tim s. F o rtu n a te ly  
fo r them , p u b lic  h e a lth  ad v o ca te s  
are  co n tin u a lly  ex p an d in g  the  u n i­
verse  o f  p ro d u c ts  an d  a c tiv it ie s  
tha t a re  a lleg ed ly  b ad  fo r y o u  o r 
your ch ild ren . A trip  to  the b a llp a rk  
to see A m erica ’s pastim e  m ay  soon  
expose  you  to  p u n itiv e  tax e s , even

i f  you  av o id  th e  bee r. T he coke 
yo u  o rd e r  co n ta in s  c a ffe in e , w hich 
w e ’re  to ld  is b a d  fo r us, and  the 
sa lt on  th o se  p e a n u ts  is bad  for 
y o u r h ea rt; le t ’s n o t even  th ink  
ab o u t th e  n ach o s o r  b ra tw u rs t.

S eco n d , i t ’s u n fa ir . “ S in  taxes" 
su b jec t o n e  seg m en t o f  the p o p u ­
la tio n  to  a p u n itiv e  tax  because  
they  a re  en g ag in g  in  a b eh av io r 
p o li tic ia n s  p a in t as c u ltu ra lly  ta ­
boo . T h ey  allow  the  g en e ra l p u b ­
lic to  b e n e fit from  ex p an s iv e  g o v ­
e rn m en t p ro g ram s, w h ile  fo rc ing  
the fu n d in g  b u rd en  o n to  a sm all 
g ro u p  o f  peop le . A nd  y o u r fav o r­
ite  p ro d u c t co u ld  be  nex t.

T h ird , th is  is a  b a c k d o o r w ay  o f  
g ro w in g  g o v ern m en t. P o litic ian s  
p ick  th e se  tax es fo r the p rec ise  
re a so n  th a t they  ta rg e t p eo p le  w ho 
d a re  to  en g ag e  in  c o n d u c t deem ed  
in ap p ro p ria te . It i s n ’t th a t risky  
fo r a p o li tic ia n  to  ad v o ca te  a 50 
cen t p e r  p ack  c ig a re tte  in c rease , 
w h e re a s  a  1 p e r c en t p ro p e rty  o r

incom e tax ra te  increase  w o u ld  get 
the  ch a rla tan  run ou t o f  D odge. By 
se llin g  these  tax h ikes as a w ay  to 
save  ou r ch ild ren  from  v a rio u s 
ev ils , “ sin  tax ” p ro p o n en ts  app ea r 
v ir tu o u s , c le v e rly  a v o id in g  th e  
" ta x -a n d -sp e n d "  label. U n fo rtu ­
nate ly , nobody  seem s to  no tice  that 
the rea l pu rpose  o f  th ese  taxes is to 
fund the expansion  o f  governm en t, 
w itn ess  th a t these  tax  p ro p o sa ls  
n e v e r  in c lu d e  d o lla r - f o r -d o l la r  
d ec rea se s  in o th e r tax es to  co u n ­
te rac t the “ sin  tax ” in crease .

S o  the n ex t tim e you  h ea r th a t 
som e w o n d erfu l g o v ern m en t p ro ­
g ram  is go ing  to  be funded  by  a tax 
th a t on ly  h its  sm okers  o r d rin k e rs , 
th in k  tw ice . T he  se lf-r ig h te o u s  
b u sy b o d ies  in W ash in g to n  and  the 
s ta te  c ap ita ls  have  an  in sa tiab le  
ap p e tite  fo r gov ern m en t spend ing . 
A nd  they  have  no p ro b lem  w ith  
te llin g  you  how  to  ru n  y o u r life , 
e sp e c ia lly  i f  they  d o n ’t share  you r 
a p p e tite  fo r B ig  M acs.

an d  bee r. B eer tax es ran g e  from  ex p o se  you  to  p u n itiv e  ia x c s ,c v C„  « ........-  -  —

Scanner Survey Indicates Room for ImprovementW M I  >  J  ........................ l_ ^ a m ,n ,m a r tv™1rnavw ant egon should adopt the national standards
for inspecting scanners. Second, ODA 
should develop an industry outreach pro-
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Five Shot at 
L.A. Jewish 
Center
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FROM FRONT PAGE
R ab b i M arv in  H ier, D ean 

o f  th e  S im on W iesen thal C en ­
te r , sa id  th a t o ld e r  ch ild ren  
from  th e  Jew ish  c e n te r  w ere 
to u r in g  th e  M useum  o f  T o l­
e ra n c e  a t th e  tim e. T h ey  w ere 
n o t im m ed ia te ly  to ld  o f  w hat 
h a p p e n e d  a t th e  ce n te r, he 
sa id .

“ I t ’s iron ic  th a t th e  20  ch il­
d ren  w ere  h ere  lea rn in g  abou t 
m a n 's  in h u m a n ity  to  m an , 
w h en  th e ir  o w n  d ay  cam p  
b ecam e  a ta rg e t o f  su ch  h a ­
tr e d ,”  H ie r said .

“It was fortunate that most 
of the children were in the 
playing field behind the 
building, and not many chil­
dren were inside the center 
when the shootings occurred 
there,” Hier added.

A t th e  W h ite  H o u se , V ice  
P re s id e n t A1 G o re  o ffe re d  
L os A n g e le s  M a y o r R ich a rd  
R io rd an  fed e ra l a ss is ta n c e  in 
c a p tu r in g  th e  g u n m an . H e

o f f e r e d  h is  th o u g h ts  an d  
p ra y e rs  to  the v ic tim s and  
th e ir  fam ilies.

“ W e ’re  m o n ito r in g  th e  
s i t u a t i o n  v e r y  c l o s e l y , ” 
G o re  sa id . “ T h e re  is s t i l l  a 
g re a t  d e a l w e d o n ’t k n o w , 
e x c e p t  th e  fa c t th a t  w e ’ve  
s e e n  a n e ig h b o rh o o d  an d  a 
c o m m u n ity  s h a t te r e d  by  
v io le n c e .”

T he  N o rth  V a lley  Jew ish  
C o m m u n ity  C en te r, 30 m iles 
n o rth w e s t o f  d o w n to w n , is 
in  a q u ie t d is tr ic t o f  s in g le ­
fa m ily  h o m e s  in  th e  S an  
F e rn an d o  V a lley . It p rov ides 
n u rse ry  p ro g ram s, ch ild  care  
an d  cam p  a c tiv it ie s . It has a 
l a r g e  m a in  b u i l d i n g ,  a 
sm a lle r  h o u se lik e  s tru c tu re , 
a  p o o l and  te n n is  co u rts .

P a ren ts  and  re la tiv e s  in 
tea rs  ru sh ed  to  th e  school.

“ I have  a g ran d d au g h te r 
an d  d o n ’t k now  how  she is o r 
a n y th in g ,” o n e  d is tra u g h t 
w om an  said .

T H E  P O R T L A N D  O B S E R V E R  
Is available In your neighborhood.

M ore tlian42% ofsupermarkets and 
other retail stores surveyed by the Or­
egon Department o f Agnculture failed 
to  meet the recommended 98%  pricing 
accuracy for checkout scanners, accord­
ing to survey results just released by 
O D A ’s Measurement Standards Divi­
sion. However, that survey also indi­
cates m ost errors are relatively small 
and that consumers are actually under­
charged more often than overcharged.

“A lthough our survey was som e­
what lim ited in scope, it does suggest 
there is room  for improvement when it 
comes to retailers ensuring price accu­
racy,” says O DA  director Phil Ward. 
“Retailers m ust make certain that the 
price registered by the scanner is the 
actual price o f  the item being so ld "  

O fficials are quick to point out the 
problem  is not with the scanner, but 
w ith those individuals responsible for 
program m ing the equipm ent.

“Basically.itisemployeeoversight," 
says Erin McNicholas, an ODA inspec- 
torwho coordinated the scanner survey. 
“Technology isn’t the problem. It’s the 
individual implementing that technol­
ogy. M ost commonly, it is shelf tags 
that don ’ t get displayed or removed in a 
timely manner. If  a  store has tags on 
display for a sale that has expired, con­
sumers m ay think they should be get­
ting that item for less than the computer 
or scanner says, though the scanner is 
reflecting the actual price.”

S till, past surveys show  that scan­
ners are m uch m ore accurate than the 
old m anual entry system s.

In the latest ODA survey, 195 retail 
stores— including groceries, department 
stores, drug and novelty stores, auto and 
home supply outlets, clothing stores, 
and gas station mini marts— were ran­
domly selected and inspected. Most 
establishments were located in the highly 
populated Willamette Valley. More 
than 16,000 sale items were checked as 
inspectors compared the listed price 
w ith the price show n on the scanner. 
Again, 42%  o f  the retail establish­
m ents inspected  failed to meet the
nationally recommended standard of
98%  price accuracy. However, only
3.06% o f  all items checked had pricing 
errors. Further. 1.81% o f  all items 
checked resulted in an undercharge, 
while 1.25% resulted in an overcharge.

"Basically, there areanumberofstores 
that have pricing accuracy problems in 
Oregon,” says McNicholas. “But the 
degree o f  that problem in Oregon stores is 
probably less than in stores surveyed 
nationally.”

Comparing the ODA survey with 
national surveys conducted by the Fed­
eral Trade Comm ission in 1996 and 
1998, the number o f  stores failing to 
meet accuracy standards in Oregon is 
lower than the 1996 study (55.1%) but 
higher than the 1998 study (29%). The 
percentage o f  inaccurately priced items 
in Oregon is less than both the '96 and 
’98 studies (4.82%  and 3.35% respec­
tively). Correspondingly, the percent­
age o f  both overcharges and under­
charges are much less in Oregon.

A breakdown in the types o f estab- 
lishments inspected paints a general 
picture o f  who m ay be more likely to 
have scanner accuracy problems.

Grocery stores had the lowest per­
centage o f  businesses failing to meet

accuracy standards (30.9%) and the 
lowest percentage o f  inaccurately priced 

items (2.39%).
“That’s due to the fact that most 

grocery stores are national chains and 
have an internal price check system 
already in place," says McNicholas.
’ ’They are used to dealing with the prob­
lem and have taken steps to keep pric ing 
accuracy high.”

At the other endofthe spectrum, gas 
station mini marts had the highest per­
centage o f  business failing to meet ac­
curacy standards (70%) as well a the 
hi ghestpercentageofinaccurately priced

items (6.56%).
“Before people get too concerned 

about gas stations or mini marts, let me 
say that fewer o f  them use scanner 
technology ,” saysMcNicholas. “Sothe 
number o f  stations surveyed was small 
by comparison. But clearly, if  you are

shopping at a mini mart, you may want 
to pay attention to what is being rung up 
at the register "

C lothing stores (reporting  only 
3.67%  inaccurately priced  items) had 
the h ighest average overcharge, if  
one occurred, at $14.62 per item. 
D epartm ent stores had the highest 
average undercharge am ount, it one 
occured, at $7.29 per item.

The best advice for consumers is to 
pay attention no matter where they shop.

“Consumers should take a look at the 
price dial’s on the shelf, the tag, or die 
display because is some cases, that price 
may not be the same one in the scanner," 
says George Shefcheck, administrator o f 
ODA’sMeasurcmentStandards Division, 
who admits it’s not always practical to 
check every item that mightbe purchased.

“This survey leads us to three recom­
mendations,” say Shefcheck. ‘First, Or-

gram to assist retailers that are using scan­
ners in understanding the need to put their
pricing information into the scanners in a 
timely manner. Third, ODA should re­
peat the pnce verification study at a later 
date to see if there ls improvement from 
the results we found this time.”

Oregon is one o f  eleven states with­
out a scanner verification  program . 
The current survey has given a snapshot 
o f  the industry that relies on scanners. 
That’shelpful in perhaps getting industry 
to minimize die problem themselves. 
But there isn’t enough evidence yet to 
suggest that scanner inaccuracy is so 
rampant that government needs to im­
pose anew frill-time inspection program.

F or m ore inform ation , contac t 
Erin M cN icholas at (503) 986-4670.
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Imagine this: You're proud o f the 
children you raised. Your grandkids 
are talented and beautiful, too. The 
reality of retirement has finally arrived 
and it's even better than the fantasy

ou have family behind you.
You couldnt have done it w ithout 
family behind you American Family 
Mutual Insurance. When it comes to 
you r future, over 70 years in the 
insurance business is experience you 
can trust. With over six million policies 
in an operating area of 14 states and 
a consistent rating of A+ (Superior) 
from insurance rating authority AM .

Best, we've got the kind 
of stability that invites you 
to relax. And isn't tha t 
precisely what you had in 
mind? So, call today and 
talk to a helpful, friendly 
agent Then dive right in. 
We II be close behind you.
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