.....

B s N I e T 5 d . '
- . L . y e - R s ¥ s 9y v - e v . e P —-—

August 11, 1999 Page A4

The Portland Observer

o | | 48 Editorial Articles Do Not Necesmrib‘
| GESAEI | v Reflect Or Represent The Views of
e S & 8 | | Tlhe JTortland Observer

-
e Sljppery Slope: Are Snack

you a mmwmun'tooﬂmNhup.Tduswhﬁm like
ated. We take criticism welll Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your
\etters to: Editor, Reader Response, P.0. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.

The Hortland Ohserver

(USPS 959-680) Established in 1970

503-288-0033 + Fax 503-288-0015
Email: Pdxobserv@aol.com

Deadline for all submitted materials:
Articles:Friday, 5:00 pm Ads: Monday, 12:00pm

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Portland Observer,
P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208,
Periodicals postage paid at Portland, Oregon.

or personal usage without the written consent of the general manager,
unless the client has purchased the composition of such ad. © 1996 THE

The Portland Observer--Oregon’s Oldest Multicultural Publication--
is a member of the National Newspaper Association--Founded in 1885,
and The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated Publishers,
Inc, New York, NY, and The West Coast Black Publishers Association *

By Carny EpLEY

Direcror of Orecon CSE

ide your Big Macs, Whop-
pers, and Milk Duds. These
American classics may be

rettes, ranging from 2.5 cents per
pack in Virginia to a whopping $1
per pack in tax-crazy Hawaii. Most
states also tax spirits, table wine
and beer. Beer taxes range from

ing to survey results just released by
ODA's Measurement Standards Divi-

charged more often than overcharged.

“Although our survey was some-
what limited in scope, it does suggest
there is room for improvement whenit

Wyoming's 2 cents per gallon to,
you guessed it, Hawaii’s stagger-
ing 93 cents per gallon.

But now, defenders of public
health are moving to new targets,

verse of products and activities
that are allegedly bad for you or
your children. A trip to the ballpark
to see America’s pastime may soon
expose you to punitive taxes, even

Scanner Survey Indicates Ro

have an internal price check system
already in place,” says McNicholas.

Atthe otherend ofthe spectrum, gas
station mini marts had the highest per-
centage of business failing to meet ac-
curacy standards (70%) as well a the

if you avoid the beer. The coke
you order contains caffeine, which
we're told is bad for us, and the
salt on those peanuts is bad for
your heart; let’s not even think

dare to engage in conduct deemed
inappropriate. It isn’t that risky
for a politician to advocate a 50
cent per pack cigarette increase,
whereas a 1 per cent property or

the highest average overcharge, if
one occurred, at $14.62 per item.

T'he best advice for consumers is [0
payattentionnomatter where theyshop.
“Consumers should take a look at the
price that's on the shelf, the tag, or the

Foods The Next Tax Target?

income tax rate increase would get
the charlatan run out of Dodge. By
selling these tax hikes as a way 10
save our children from various
evils, “sin tax™’ proponents appear

Charles Washington Larry J. Jackson, Sr. . 4 ; , :a
Publisher Editor determined to punish us for enjoy-  about the nachos or bratwurst. virtuous. cleverly avoiding the
the government’s next targets in its ing salty or fatty food. Ifthe nutri- Second, it's unfair. “Sin taxes” “tax-and-spend” label. Unfortu-
GBJ_Y Ann Taylor Joy Ramos war against politically incorrect tion-police in Washingtonand the  subject one segment of the popu-  nately, nobody seems to notice that
Business Manager Copy Editor consumer products. The Clinton-  fifty state capitals have their way,  lation to a punitive tax because  the real purpose of these taxes is to
Mark Washington Heather Fairchild Gore administration, their alliesin  you’ll be surviving on a tax-free  they are engaging in a behavior fund the expansion of government;
Distribution Manager Graphic Designer ,Congress, and state legislators diet of celery, rice cakes, and  politicians paint as culturally ta-  witness that these tax proposals
throughout the country are increas- grapefruit juice. Today it’s tobacco boo. They allow the general pub-  never include dollar-for-dollar
Tony Washington ingly turning to so-called “sin taxes™ and alcohol, tomorrow it could be  lic to benefit from expansive gov-  decreases in other taxes to coun-

Director of Advertising as sources of new revenue despite  snack food. That's right, a special  ernment programs, while forcing  teract the “sin tax” increase.
massive federal and state budget tax on the trip to 7-11. the funding burden onto a small So the next time you hear that
Contributing Writers: surpluses. Although alcohol and There are several problems with  group of people. And your favor-  some wonderful government pro-
Richard Luccetti tobacco have traditionally beenthe  this approach: first, it’s arbitrary.  ite product could be next. gram is going to be funded by atax
Lee Perlman main targets, chocolate, fast food, Politicians are constantly looking Third. this is abackdoor way of  thatonly hits smokers or drinkers,
4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., apd potato chips may be nextin the t:or new tax \-'i.ctirns. Fortunately gmwing government. Polnicngns think lwlicel. The s.elf-righlcous
Portland, Oregon 97211 sin tax line. for thcm. public htalth_ advocatgs pick these taxes for the precise busybodulss in Washmgt(.m anfl the
Every state currently taxes ciga- ~ are continually expanding theuni-  reason that they target people who  state capitals have an insatiable

appetite for government spending.
And they have no problem with
telling you how to run your life,
especially if they don’t share your
appetite for Big Macs.

om for improvement

Subscriptions: $60.00 per year Morethan42%ofsupermarketsand  accuracy standards (30.9%) and the  shopping ata mini mart, you may want  egon should adopt the national standards
The Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manuscripts | other retail stores surveyed by the Or-  lowestpercentageofinaccurately priced  topay attention to whatisbeingrungup  for inspecting scanners. Second, ODA
and photographs should be clearly labeled and will be returned if accom- | egon Department of Agriculture failed  items (2.39%). at the register.” should develop an industry outreach pro-
panied by aselfaddressed envelope. All created design display ads become | to meet the recommended 98% pricing “That's due to the fact that most Clothing stores (reporting only gram to assist retailers that are using scan-
the sole property of the newspaper and cannot be used in other publications | accuracy forcheckoutscanners, accord-  grocery stores are national chains and  3.67%inaccurately priceditems)had  ners in understanding the need to put their

pricing information into the scanners ina
timely manner. Third, ODA should re-

PORTLAND OBSERVER. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, REPRODUC- | sion. However, that survey also indi- “Theyareusedtodealingwiththeprob-  Department stores had the highest  peat the price venfication study at a later
TION IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITHOUT PERMISSION ISPROHIB- | cates most errors are relatively small  lemandhavetakenstepstokeeppricing  average undercharge amount, if one  date to see if there is improvement from
ITED. and that consumers are actually under-  accuracy high.” occured, at $7.29 per item. the results we found this time.”

Oregon is one of eleven states with-
out a scanner verification program.
The current survey has given a snapshot
of the industry that relies on scanners.

5 Serving Portland and Vancouver. comes to retailers ensuring price accu- highestpercentageof inaccuratelypriced  display because is some cases, thatprice  That'shelpful inperhaps gettingindustry
i ——) o0y says ODA director Phil Ward. items (6.56%). may not be the same one in the scanner,”  to minimize the problem themselves.
: SUBSCRIBE TO The Jortland ®hbseruer “Retailers must make certain that the “Before people get too concerned  says George Shefcheck, administratorof  But there isn’t enough evidence yet to
o The Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $60.00 price registered by the scanner is the about gas stations or mini marts, let me ()DA‘sM;a.qnununSmrximtismism suggest that scanner inaccuracy is S0
~ actual price of the item being sold.” say that fewer of them use scanner who admits it's not always practical to ~ rampant that government needs to im-
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per year, Please fill out, enclose check or money order, and mail to:
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Officials are quick to point out the
problem is not with the scanner, but
with those individuals responsible for

Center

home supply outlets, clothing stores,
and gas station mini marts—were ran-
domly selected and inspected. Most

technology."says McNicholas. “Sothe
number of stations surveyed was small
by comparison. But clearly, if you are

checkeveryitem thatmightbe purchased.
“This survey leads us to three recom-
mendations.” say Shefcheck. “First, Or-

your future, over 70 years in the
insurance business is experience you

poseanew full-time inspectionprogram.
For more information, contact
Erin McNicholas at (503) 986-4670.

i PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 programming the equipment.

? — “Basically, itisemployeeoversight,”
3.2 ; says Erin McNicholas,an ODA inspec-
o Addvess: torwho coordinated the scannersurvey.

; | “Technology isn't the problem. It's the

2 City, State: individual implementing that technol-

3 ; | ogy. Most commonly, it is shelf tags Imagine this: Youe proud of the
. ‘ ' that don'tget displayed or removed ina . '

. Zip-Code: getdisp I i
o ip-C timely manner. If a store has tags on children you raised. Your grandkids
"..’ Trank You For READING THE PORTLAND OBSERVER | display for a sale that has expired, con- are talented and beautiful, too. The

S :;‘g’:‘; ‘f';"lk ﬂ’;ﬁh‘;’:k’ be - reality of retirement has finally arrived

ess compu L

i e or scanner says, though the scanner is and it's even better than the fantasy
- | Five Shot at - ily behi
AR Still, past surveys show thatscan- h f 1 b h d :

' ners are much more accurate than the u ave aml y e ln you.:
7 ] old manual entry systems. Lah
o 5 " eWIs In the latest ODA survey, 195 retail You couldnt have done it without
i stores—including groceries, department family behind you. American Family
gl stores, drugandnovelty stores, auto and Mutual Imamdnce When it comes w

| establishments were located inthe highly LT
; Continued... populated Willamette Valley. More can trust. With over six million policies
2 than 16,000 sale items were checked as in an operating area of 14 states and
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Rabbi Marvin Hier, Dean
ofthe Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, said that older children
from the Jewish center were
touring the Museum of Tol-
erance at the time. They were
not immediately told of what
happened at the center, he

when their own day camp
became a target of such ha-

offered his thoughts and
prayers to the victims and
their families.

“We're monitoring the
situation very closely,”
Gore said. “There is still a
great deal we don't know,
except the fact that we've
seen a neighborhood and a

northwest of downtown, is
in a quiet district of single-

with the price shown on the scanner.
Again, 42% of the retail establish-
ments inspected failed to meet the
nationally recommended standard of
98% price accuracy. However, only
3.06% of all items checked had pricing
errors. Further, 1.81% of all items
checked resulted in an undercharge,
while 1.25% resulted in an overcharge.

probably less than in stores surveyed

a consistent rating of A+ (Superior)
from insurance rating authority AM.

Best, we've got the kind
of stability that invites you
to relax. And isn't that
precisely what you had in
mind? So, call today and
talk to a helpful, friendly

said. community shattered by “Basically, thereareanumber of stores v g ;
“It'sironic thatthe 20chil-  violence.” that have pricing accuracy problems in agent. Then dive right in.
dren were here learning about The North Valley Jewish Oregon,” says Mananas “But the We'll be close behind you.
man's inhumanity to man, Community Center, 30 miles degree of that problem in Oregon stores is

tred,” Hier said. family homes in the San Comparing the ODA survey with
“It was fortunate thatmost  Fernando Valley. It provides national surveys conducted by the Fed-
of the children were in the  nursery programs, child care eral Trade Commission in 1996 and
playing field behind the and camp activities. Ithas a 1998, the number of stores failing to
building, and not many chil-  large main building, a meet accuracy standards in Oregon is
dren were inside the center  smaller houselike structure, lower than the 1996 study (55.1%) but
when the shootings occurred  a pool and tennis courts. higher than the 1998 study (29%). The
3 there,” Hier added. Parents and relatives in percentage of inaccurately priced items
% At the White House, Vice  tears rushed to the school. in Oregon is less than both the 96 and
President Al Gore offered “I have a granddaughter '98 studies (4.82% and 3.35% respec-
Los Angeles Mayor Richard  and don't know how she is or tively). Correspondingly, the percent-
Riordan federal assistance in  anything,” one distraught age of both m and under- M NF ILY
capturing the . He woman said. charges are mi in Oregon. e
PINg Co. Sua o e oy oy SO AUTO HOME BUSINESS NEALTH LIFE ~ WaomeR
lishments inspected paints a general .
07 A picture of who may be more likely to All Your Protection Under One Roof.

centage of businesses failing to meet
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