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But Schrempf
reportedly chose
Portland to stay
close to his and
his two sons.

“Some people
may insist that
my decision not
to re-sign with
the Sonics was
motivated by
money, but the
reality is that the
decision was
based purely on
issues of faimess
and loyalty,”
Schrempf'said in
a statement.

By trading
Smith, 30, the
Hawks wouldend
a commitment of

NBA. He was suspended three
games last season and 12 overall
during three seasons in Portland
for violations ranging from fla-

Woods Steals Show in
Prime-Time Showdown

By DOUG FERGUSON

O Tue AssoCIATED PrEss

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif.
(Aug. 2) — Golf went prime time,
and so did Tiger Woods. But it
was hardly a masterpiece.

I'he official score from Mon-
day night's unofficial event will

Each will donate $200,000 to char-
ity, including $100,000 each to
the PGA Tour-sponsored First Tee
program.

“My desire is that this brings
more people to the game,’" Duval
said. “When Tiger turned proin '96,
golf became cool not a dorky
game. This really is pretty cool.”

going to come out here and put on
a good show."”’

Both held up their end of the
bargain at times, with Woods’ 300-
yard drives crackling through the
air and Duval recovering from
trouble to make a small comeback
that ended up in the rocks.
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deal, butO'Neal said he turned down
a one-year offer of $9 million-$10
million from another team to stay in
Portland. His agent, Am Tellem, did
not immediately return a phone call

“I want to be here for the next 10-
15 years,” O'Neal said at a news
conference. “So hopefully I'll play
to my potential the next two to three
years, and then we can talk about
some extensions, but overall I really
want to be here. | want them to retire
my jersey here.”

O’Neal, a 6-foot-11, 226-pound
center-forward, 1s a strong
rebounder with good leaping abil-
ity. But playing behind Blazers cen-
ter Arvydas Sabonis and power for-
wards Rasheed Wallace and Brian
Grant, he hasn’t gotten much op-
portunity to shine.

O’Neal averaged just 2.6 points
last season, and just 1.6 points in
Portland’s playoffdrive to the West-
ermn Conference finals. Over three
seasons, he has averaged 3.9 points,
3.0 rebounds and 11.3 minutes

Still, the Blazers think he can live
up to the expectations they had when
they selected him with the 17th pick
in the 1996 NBA draft out of Eau
Claire High School in Columbia, 5.C.

“We're even more excited now

than we were three years ago,”
Whitsitt said. “He’s continued to im-
prove each year. He's earned time on

potential and will
continue to get
better.”
O'Neal’'s
warm and fuzzy
news conference
came just two
days after he
called the Blaz-
ers’ initial offer -
reportedly a
seven-year deal
worth $30 million
-“almostasmack
in the face.”
O'Neal ar-
rived in Portland
from Columbia
late Sunday
night to work out
details on the
contract.
O’Neal said
he decided to re-
sign for four years instead of seven
- the maximum allowed under the

" Isaiah Rider

ment - to make sure everything is
“totally right between myself and
the organization.”
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CREDIT CHECKS
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