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In less than six months well experience the much discussed 
computer date rollover known as “Y2K ” Well-intormed and 
competent people vary in their opinions regarding the likely impact,

t
but all share a commitment to preparation.

Your City government is preparing for Y2K. In fact, we 
routinely prepare for any potential service disruptions -  whether 
from an ice-storm, an earthquake, a flood, or a one-time computer 
date rollover. Frankly, on January 1, 2000 we expect the weather 
to pose a greater local threat Nevertheless, we’ve been prudent in 
planning specifically for the potential impacts of the date rollover.

We are doing everything we can to assure that our City will work.

• We expect no disruptions in City services. We have plans, contingency plans and back
ups for the back-ups.

• We’ve held in-depth conversations with other essential service providers throughout 
our community.

- Portland’s utilities expect no Y2K-related disruptions in service. We expect to have 
power, fuel and water.

- Local food suppliers, banks and medical institutions expect to meet the needs of 
their customers.

Of course, there are uncertainties. Nobody is in a position to make flat-out guarantees 
We all recognize the regional, national and global aspects of interconnected computer systems.

That said, we feel reasonably optimistic. Portland's essential service providers have paid 
attention to Y2K concerns. Even so, nothing is perfect. And the Y2K rollover will happen in the 
middle of winter, along with typical seasonal challenges such as snow and ice, high winds and 
high water.

Unlike the usual situations for which we prepare, we know exactly when to expect the Y2K date 
rollover. If you are concerned, I encourage you to prepare your household for any disruption in 
service. Our recommendations are the same for any event that could disrupt community services.

Vera Katz
Mayor, City of Portland
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