Paged4  July 21,1999

Focus

PRortland is Barthqguake Country

other expected problems from fu-
ture earthquakes. Clark has degrees
in geology and political science and
is DOGANTI’s Earth Science Infor-
mation Officer. “My job is to turn
the scientific research into some-
thing that doesn’t sound like an
engineer wrote it,” she kids Wang.
“It’s sometimes hard to give people
the information they need to get
ready, without scaring them to
death. But it’s all a matter of con-
text. I lived in the Midwest for a
while and I'll take our rare earth-
quakes over their yearly tornadoes
any time.”

“What gives me the most confi-
dence,” says Clark, “is the amount
of preparation we’ve already made
as a community. Twenty years ago
we didn’t know about the threat of
subduction quakes, and we really
underestimated the severity of other
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earthquakes. So we've done a lot in
a fairly short period of time. We've
made our building codes stronger,
so that new buildings will be safer,
and we've started to institutionalize
information about earthquakes. For
example, there’s now a state law
that says schoolkids must have an
earthquake drill every year. In Port-
land, we’re strengthening both our
schools and fire stations. We're not
as prepared as we should be, but we
are much, much more prepared than
we were 20 years ago.”

DOGANTI has prepared relative
earthquake hazard maps for several
areas of the state, including Port-
land. “There are three major geo-
logic features that can increase dam-
age from an earthquake,” says Wang.
“Amplification means the destruc-
tive energy of the quake is actually
amplified in some areas with cer-

downtown. Another one within the city isthe
k of the Willamette River in north Portland.
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tain types of soil. Those soils are
very common in Portland and the
Willamette Valley. Liquefaction oc-
curs when the soil starts to flow like
a liquid. When that happens, it can
no longer support structures on top
of it and buildings can be seriously
damaged. This happens mostly near
rivers. The third problem is land-
slides, and after the last few years of
wintertime slides, people are aware
of what a huge problem that can be
in Portland.”

There are many things you can
do to prepare for an earthquake.
“Everybody in Oregon should know
how to duck, cover and hold,” says
Wang firmly. “Kids are taught in
school that if you feel shaking, you
should get under something strong,
like a table, and hold on
until it’'s over. But adults

worst thing you can do is run out-
side or stand in a doorway,” she
adds, “and that's what a lot of us
were taught to do.”

“The first thing you're going to
want to know after an earthquake is
how your family and friends are,”
says Clark. An easy way to start pre-
paring is to put together a family
disaster plan. “If your family is like
mine, you spend more time apart
from each other than together. You
can decide as a family where to meet
if you're separated duringa quake or
any other disaster.” You should also
choose someone who lives outside
Oregon for everyone to call and check
in with. “In a disaster situation, you'll
be able to make long distance phone
calls before you'll be able to make

The Portland Ohserver

Continued From
Previous Page

local calls,” warns Clark.

Wang suggests you look around
your house and office to see what
might fall and cause injuries. “You
want to look for things like book-
cases that could fall off a wall,” she
suggests. Many places have tips on
how to prepare you and your home
for an earthquake, including the Red
Cross. Earthquake hazard maps can
be purchased from the Nature of
the Northwest in Portland (800 NE
Oregon St.) and on the internet at

www. naturenw.org.

Wang and Clark agree that it’s
important not to focus on the dan
“My advice

is to take it seriously and do what

ger from earthquakes.

you can to prepare,” Wang says

“Then go out and enjoy life.”

need to do that, too. The
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KMHD is holding a traditional Featured Bands:

jazz and swing band concert at e Dr. Jazz and the Interns
the renovated 1922 ballroom e Keith Wemner Swing Revue
in downtown Oregon City. Call Sextet

503-491-7271 to charge your e $12 for members of kmhd,
tickets $15 for non-members

Sunday, July 25th
3-6pm
Grand Oregon Lodge
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“IT'S AN INSTANT CLASSIC.
| YOU'LL LAUGH, CRY AND CHEER!”

Shawn Edwards, PITCH WEEKLY
“A great movie for the guys and the Iudles
A hot ticket.” sieve Oldficld, FOX-TV ;

“'The Wood' is smart, cool

and funny...very funny.”
Mark §. Allen, GOOD DAY SACRAMENTO/UPN-TV
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