The Wood

n the panicky, uncertain they begin reliving their teenage days California with his boyhood pals
hours before his wedding, a growing up in the 1980s an era of chasing Famuyiwa originated the story ideaseveral
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and his two best friends reminisce abut hip-hop beats As these three friends revisit he was getting married and he and
growing up together in Inglewood, some of their old stomping grounds, they Famuyiwa found themselves reminiscing
for hours about the good old days

Californiain the ensemble comedy “The know that two big words uttered later in the

Wood.” Flashing back to the twenty day will
somethingtrio’s childhood exploits, the change their

film captures the mood and nostalgia of friendships

the ‘80s era through the p« werful beats forever
and lvrics of some of the decade’s most T R
memorable hip-hop music Wood™ is

Mike (Omar Epps) and Slim Richard based on

I'. Jones) never thought they'd see the day writer
their man Roland (Taye Diggs)would strut director
down the aisle to get married. Neither, R 1 ¢ B

apparently,did Roland, whe yducks out just Famuyiwa's

hours before the ceremony and turns up at vivid
the house of his high school sweetheart, memoriesof
I'anya(Tamala Jones). Though he adores growing up
his fiancée (Lisaraye), Roland sees the in the

impending nuptials as a separation from middleclass

those who have always been closest to him, African

hisneighborhood partners from Inglewood, American

which they fondly refer to as the Wood neighborhood i
After Mike (Epps)and Slim (Jones)track o f &

Taye Diggs and LisaRae star in “The Wood.
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Screening to be held

Tuesday, July 13th
7:30pm

'Lloyd Mall Cinemas

From boyhood to manhood,

you can always count on

your best friends.

3rd Level Food Court

Pick up your
complimentary pass
rood for two at one of

the following locations:

Doris’ Café

‘ 325 N. Russell St.
i It's All Good
f Gift Shop

407 N.E. Mason St.

Limit one pass per person
(each pass admits two).
No purchase necessary.

ile supplies last.
Employees of Paramount Pictures and
their affiliated agencies, The Portland
Observer, Doris’ Café, & It's All Good
Gift Shop are not eligible.
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Famuyiwa says interest in “The iust like any other city. It has suffered acoming-of-age story. * think everyone can

Wood” represents a shift in the from a lot of misconceptions,” says relate to it because it's about experiences

marketplace toward new representations Famuyiwa adding that like so any places everyone has to go through. Adolescence

of African-American life in the world, “negative elements are only can be arough time; there’s humor and pain

“It was important to me to reveal the 1 small percentage of daily life.” in the experience, and friendship means

everything during that period of your life.”

Famuyiwadescribes hisdebut leature as

Inglewood that I Grew up in,’ says

Famuyiwa. “Inglewood is a
middle-class community where

people care about their families

and want the best for their kids,

N- t since the adolscent
heydays of the Jackson
5in the *70s and the around

the-way smoothness of New
Edition in the ‘BUs has a
) -nu.;:n.ni:-_.;:.-u;-}muiuu'd

such an effusive mix

THE MEL BROWN TRIO

Sunday, July 11 - 6pm - $5

NeMenamins

Lodging, Restaurant, Movie Theater
and Live Music Thursdays

5736 NE 33rd - Portland, Oregon
(503) 249-3983 - www.mcmenamins.com

Storee features the infec
tious lead vocals of 12-year

Lil’ Man and the bubbling

harmonies of 15-year olds
D-Smoove,
Kevonte

Five songs from the LA

Jay-R., and

based quartet’s debut were

written by Kenneth
“Babvface” Edmonds, in
cluding the first single “If

Ever” and anthemic ballad

that boasts rich full cho

ruses, stirring background

guitars, and strings

TALENT NIGHI

SATULRDAY. JULY 31s1 ¢ 7:00 PM.
THE ALADDIN THEATRE y

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW AT
ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS &
THE ALADDIN THEATRE BOX OFFICE.
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http://www.mcmenamins.com
http://www.th8woodniovi8.coni

