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oca-Cola P resen ts T he  Es­
sence M usic F estiva l, has 

.a d d e d  the legendary  R&B 
g roup  T he O ’Jays, w ith special guest 
G erald  Levert, to the lineup of artists 
scheduled to perform  in New O r­
leans at the Superdom e during  this 
year’s F ourth  of July w eekend cel­
ebration . T h is com pletes the 1999 
co n cert b ill, w hich  also inc ludes 
G ram m y sensations L auryn Hill, R. 
Kelly, P atti LaBelle and M onica, 
along with m any o ther chart-topping 
favorites such as Erykah Badu, Brian 
M cK night, D eborah C ox, D ru Hill, 
Maze featuring  Frankie  Beverly, I he 
T em ptations and  W ill D owning and 
G erald  A lbright.

Ensuring that each evening is filled 
w ith nonstop en te rta inm en t, the ce-

Patti
lebrity  hosts this year are com edians

Lauren Hill

C H R

M ark C urry , A.J. Jam al and Tom m y 
Davidson.

Coca-Cola Presents T he Essence 
Music Festival, will also offer the 
series of Em pow erm ent Sem inars that 
consistently  draw  large crowds to the 
E rnest N. M orial C onvention Cen- 

O ther features that m ake theter.

I s R

LaBelle
event unique will again be p resen ted  
including the Essence M arketplace 
a n d  B ook C e n te r  w ith  a u th o r  
signings.

For ad d itiona l in fo rm atio n  on 
Coca-Cola Presents T he Essence M u­
sic Festival, see cu rren t and fu ture  
issues of Essence W eb site at www. 
Essence.com .
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In his latest film, the comedy-adven 
ture “Wild Wild West,” Will Smith plays 
a character who is, like the actor him­
self, long on charm and style H e’sjam es 
T. West, a special government agent 
assigned to protect the president of the 
United States (circa 1869) from a bril­
liantly diabolical assassin whose arse­
nal of weapons includes an 80-foot me­
chanical tarantula. I l  was a role that 
Smith thoroughly enjoyed.

“Jam es West is the coolest man 
around ,” says Smith. “H e’s stra igh t­
forward and direct. T here’s a certain 
way to do things -  a code -  and that s 
what he lives by.” W hich is not to 
say that West is always on top of 
the situation. “W hat I w anted 
to bring  to the character was 
just a touch of uncertainty,” 
he says, believing it’s the 
uncertainty tha t hum an­
izes the hero. “You know he’s 
going to do everything in his 
power to win, but you’re not com ­
pletely sure how it’s going to come 
out until it’s done.”

Smith credits much of the film’s 
buoyancy to the relation­
ship between his charac­
ter and the A rtem us 
G ordon  ch a ra c te r  
p layed  by K evin 
Kline, as two opera­
tives working on the 
same but employ­
ing entirely differ­
ent methods and 
not always in 
perfect com- 
m u n i c a ­
t i o n  .
“West is a 
man of ac­
tion,” Smith 
e x p l a i n s ,
“ w h e r e a s  
A rtem us relies on 
gadgets and disguises

to do his w ork.’ T he trouble with 
Artemus is that he tends to fill up his 
partner’s pockets with ingenious explo­
sive devices and other useful contrap­
tions without always letting him know. 
“I find out about ’em at really inoppor­
tune mom ents,” says Smith. “It would 
be nice if he let me know before he 
slipped something into my pocket. But 
he means well, and it does make for 
great comedy.”

It was partly the comic element 
that interested Smith when he 

given the script 
bv his

former “Men in Black” director, Barry 
Sonnenfeld. But he warmed to “Wild 
Wild W est” because of the whole range 
of elements it contained: “excitement, 
action, adventure, amazing visual ef­
fects,” and what he calls “a brilliant 
interaction” between himself and his 
fellow stars, Kevin Kline, Kenneth 
Branagh and Salma Hayek.

Filming on location in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, also gave Smith an oppor­

tunity to take a 3-week 
crash course on horse­

back riding, an ex­
perience about 

w hich he will 
only say, “You

B IG G E R  6 B L A C K E R

have to have 
a really good 

saddle.”

Will Smith is James T. West and Kevin Kline s Artemus Gordon in the 
newly released Wild. Wild West. Smith decided to become involved with 
this movie project when he found it contained a whole range of elements: 
“excitement, action, adventure and amazing visual effects.’

Chris Rock will unveil his all-new 
stand-up act in an exclusive HBO com­
edy event shot June 17-19 at the legend­
ary Apollo Theatre in Harlem. Chris 
Rock: Bigger & Blacker debuts Satur­
day, July 10 (11:15 p.m. -  12:15 a.m. 

ET), on HBO.
"The Apollo is The only place to 

play,” says Rock of the famed venue. He 
plans to cover a wide range of topics in 
his new material, including race and 
relationships. Rock selected the title of 
the special, he says, as “a knock-off on LL 
CoolJ’s second album. Bigger &Deffer,” 
It’s a title that puts pressure on myself.”

Chris Rock: Bigger & Blacker is his 
third comedy special for HBO, and 
follows his groundbreaking 1996 Emmy 
winner “Bring the pain.”

The New York Tim es described 
C hris Rock as “probably the funniest 
and sm artest com edian working to­
day,” while V anity Fair called him 
“young, gifted and the funniest man 
in A m erica.” T he W ashington Post 
cham pioned him as a brilliant comic, 
a cheering presence, a hum ble star, 
noting, “his comedy is full of intelli­
gence, im pudence and take-no-pris­
oners social com m ent."

His hit late-night show, “the Chris 
rock show,” will return to HBO for its 
fourth season this September. Presented 
from New York, the weekly show fea­
tures Rock’s signature high-energy blend 
of comedy, music and talk, with guests 
from entertainm ent, politics and other 

‘The Best of The Chris rock

Show” will be released on HBO Home 
video in late summer.
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fields. Chris Rock

Dmitri Matheny
i ^ ^ ^ m i t r i  M atheny has ju s t been 

f  J  nam ed “Best New A rtist in 

th e  J a z z lz  R e a d e rs  P o ll
(a long  w ith B rad M ah ld au , Ravi 
C o ltrane  and  Stefon H arris  ) and 
“T alen t D eserving W ider R ecogni­
tion: in  the Down BEAt In ternaitonal 
C ritics Poll. A rising  star celebrated  
for his “w arm  rom antic  to n e ,” “soar­
ing lyrcism " and  “m asterfu l tech- 
n ique,” M atheny is a jazz artist whose 
in im itab le  sound has been described 
as “so cool it’ll run  a shiver th rough  
your m artin i.”

Born on C hris tm as Day in N ash­
ville, T ennessee, and raised  in G eor­
gia and A rizona, D m itri began play­
ing the trum pet at age 9. H e is an 
honors g raduate  of the In terlochen  
Arts A cadem y in M ichigan and of 
the Berklee College of M usic in Bos­
ton W hile in college, the young trum ­
peter led his own bands while w ork­
in g  p ro f e s s io n a l ly  w ith  th e  
T em pata tions, M artha Reeves, the 
T rue  C olors Big Band and Sam Riv­
ers. In 1989 he graduated  m agna cum 
laude from Berklee and relocated  to 
the San F rancisco Bay Area.

Inspired  by his teacher and m en­
to r the legendary  flugelhornist A rt 
Farm er, M atheny set aside the tru m ­
pet a decade ago and has since be­
come identified  w ith the m ore lyrical 
flugelhorn. Today, M atheny performs 
over 100 concerts annually  on tour 
w ith the D m itri M atheny  G roup , 
D m itri M atheny Jazz  O rchestra  and 
Dm itri M atheny & Darrell G ran t Duo. 
He has appeared  at the M onterey,

Dmitri Matheny

T elluride, and San Francisco jazz fes­
tivals, in n ight clubs from  Portland 
to Poland, and in prestigious concert 
halls w orldw ide, including regular 
appearances in New York at the Weill 
Recital Hall at C arnegie Hall.

M atheny has released th ree criti­
cally-acclaim ed C D s as a leader on 
the M onarch R ecords label: Red Re­
flec tions (1995), P en u m b ra : T he 
M oon Sessions (1997), and S tarlight 
C afé (1998).
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WILD WILD WEST
IT’S A WHOLE NEW WEST. 

KENNETH BRANAGH SALMA HAYEK
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