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oca-Cola Presents The Es
sence Music Festival, has

added the legendary R&B

groip ['he O'Jays, with special guest
Gerald Levert, to the lineup ol artists
scheduled to perform in New Or
leans at the Superdome during this
vear's Fourth ol !Ll]\- weekend cel
ebration. This completes the 1999
concert bill, which also includes
Grammy sensations Lauryn Hill, R
Kelly, Patti LaBelle and Monica,
along with many other chart-topping
favorites such as Erykah Badu, Brian
McKnight, Deborah Cox, Dru Hill,
Maze featuring Frankie Beverly, The
lemptations and W ill Downing and
Gerald Albright

Ensuring that each evening s filled

with nonstop entertainment, the ce
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Chris Rock will unveil his all-new

stand-up act in an exc lusive HBO com

edy event shot June 17-19 at the legend
ary Apollo Theatre in Harlem. Chris
Rock: Bigger & Blacker debuts Satur

12:15 am

day, July 10 (11:15 p.m

| ET), on HBO
' “The Apollo is The only place to
play,” says Rock of the famed venue. He
plans to cover a wide range of topics in
his new material, including race and
relationships. Rock selec ted the title of
the special, he says, as"a knock-offon LL
Cool |'ssecond album, Bigger & Deffer,”
It's a title that puts pressure on my self.”
Chris Rock: Bigger & Blacker is his
third comedy special for HBO, and
follows hisgroundbreaking 1996 Emmy

winner “Bring the pain 2

mitri Matheny has just been
named “Best New Artist” in
the Jazzlz Readers Poll
(along with Brad Mahldau, Ravi
Coltrane and Stefon Harris ) and
“Talent Deserving Wider Recogni
tion: in the Down BEAt Internaitonal
Critics Poll. A rising star celebrated
for his “warm romantic tone,” “soar
ing lyrcism” and “masterful tech
nique,” Matheny is a jazz artist whose
inimitable sound has been described
as “so cool it'll run a shiver through
your martini.”
Born on Christmas Day in Nash

ville, Tennessee, and raised in Geor
gia and Arizona, Dmitri began play
ing the trumpet at age 9. He is an
honors graduate of the Interlochen
Arts Academy in Michigan and of
the Berklee College of Music in Bos
ton. While in college, the young trum
peter led his own bands while work
ing professionally with the
Iempatations, Martha Reeves, the
I'tue Colors Big Band and Sam Riv
ers. In 1989 he graduated magna cum
laude from Berklee and relocated to
the San Francisco Bay Area
Inspired by his teacher and men
tor the legendary flugelhornist Art
Farmer, Matheny set aside the trum
pet a decade ago and has since be
come identified with the more lyrical

flugelhorn. Today, Matheny performs

over 100 concerts annually on tour
with the Dmitri Matheny Group,
Dmitri Matheny Jazz Orchestra and
Dmitri Matheny & Darrell Grant Duo
He has appeared at the Monterey,
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The Essence Music Festival

ANNOUNCING 1999 CELEBRITY HosTs

Patti LaBelle

omedians

lebrity hosts this year are «
Mark Curry, A.]. Jamal and Tommy
Davidson

Coca-Cola Presents The Essence
Music Festival, will also offer the
series of Empowerment Seminars that
consistently draw large crowds to the
Ernest N. Morial Convention Cen
ter. Other features that make the
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I'he New York Times described
Chris Rock as “probably the funniest
and smartest comedian working to
dav.” while Vanity Fair called him
“young, gifted and the funniest man
in America.” The Washington Post
championed himas "a brilliant comic,
a cheering presence, a humble star,”
noting, “his comedy is full of intelli
gence, impudence and take-no-pris
oners social comment.”

His hit late-night show, “the Chris
rock show,” will return to HBO for its
fourth season this September Presented
from New York, the weekly show fea
tures Rock’s signature high-¢ nergy blend
of comedy, music and talk, with guests
from entertainment, politics and other
fields. “The Best of The Chris rock

I'elluride, and San Francisco jazz fes
tivals, in night clubs from Portland
to Poland, and in prestigious concert
halls worldwide, including regular
appearancesin New York at the Weill
Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall

Dmitri Matheny

nt unique will again be prese nted
including the Essence M arke '.i"..n e
wnd Book Center with author
rmings
For additional information on
Coca-Cola Presents The Essence Mu
sic Festival, see current and future
issues of Essence Web site at www

Essence.com
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Dmiti Matheny ¥

Matheny has released three criti
cally-acclaimed CDs as a leader on
the Monarch Records label: Red Re
flections (1995), Penumbra: The
Moon Sessions (1997), and Starlight
Café (1998)

In his la
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| Ik Will Smith is James T. West and Kevin Kline's Artemus Gordon in the
iy newly released Wild, Wild West. Smith decided to become involved with

this movie project when he found it contained a whole range of elements:
“excitement, action, adventure and amazing visual effects.”
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IT’S A WHOLE NEW WEST.
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