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(Gnntnt n n t to 
a I r n it a r
Dynamic Differences

Dynamic Differences, an interactive 
w orkshop that examines various forms o f  
prejudice and oppression will be presented 
by the M etropolitan Human Rights Center 
on W ednesday, June 16, from 6:30 PM -  
9 PM at Trinity Lutheran Center, 507 W. 
Powell in Gresham. The w orkshop aims 
to increase understanding o f  cultural dif­
ferences and perceptions on a basic level, 
and further to identify ways we can work 
together for the com m on good. To regis­
ter, call Linda H unter at 503/823-5136 
(Voice/TTY).

Leam to Meditate
Learn how to m editate -  it’s simple, 

effective and powerful. Develop peace o f  
mind, confidence, and happiness. Create a 
life o f  inspiration and infinite possibili­
ties. A free w orkshop will be offered on 
Sunday, June 6 and 20 from 1:30 -  3 PM 
at the Central Library (801 SW 10,h). No 
registration required. For questions, call 
206/324-3294.

Summer Volunteer Training
Bradley-A ngle House is pleased to an­

nounce our Sum m er V olunteer Training. 
W e need volunteers to do direct service 
work: answ er our 24-hour crisis line, staff 
our em ergency shelter and transitional 
houses, work with children 's groups, or 
serve on our Board o f  Directors. W e are 
also in need o f  volunteers to do adm inis­
trative and m aintenance work. O ur next 
training will begin Thursday, June IO1”. 
Call 282-9940.

African American Ballet
The sixth annual Spring Concert will 

be presented by the N orthwest Afrikan 
A m erican Ballet. This event will be on 
M ay 28 and 29 at the Newark Theatre 
Portland Center for the Perform ing Arts. 
Tickets are available at PCPA box office 
and all Fastixx outlets or charge by phone 
at 224-8499.

Draw Wildlife
The Portland Fine Arts Guild is having 

a workshop on drawing wildlife in colored 
pencil w ith Judy Jam ison on June 14,21 & 
28 from  10 AM  until 2 PM at the 
R u s se llv ille  G ra n g e  (a t 12105 NE 
Prescott). The cost is $4 for members and 
$5 for non-m em bers. Call 503/252-9937.

Soul Food Classes
N eighborhood Health Clinics (NHC) 

will hold a series o f  two-day Soul Food 
M odifications W orkshops and Hands-on 
Cooking Classes. W orkshop participants 
are asked to bring a favorite soul food 
recipe, a friend and enjoy an evening o f  
team ing, fun and food. There will be no 
food for the classes. NHC will sponsor 
three classes on W ednesday evenings at 
S e lf  Enhancem ent Incorporated, 3920 
N orth K erby A venue in Portland. The 
sessions will take place on June 16 and 23, 
and Septem ber 22 and 29. All classes will 
be held from 6-8 PM. Call 503/288-5995.

Rummage Sale
The C om m unity Alliance o f  Tenants 

will be hosting a Silent Auction from 12 
PM to 4 PM. There will be lots o f  house 
wares, clothing, food, crafts and much 
more! The Rum m age Sale will be on Sat­
urday, M ay 29 from 9A M  to 5PM  at 2710 
NE 14,h Ave. (the com er o f  IS"1 Ave. and 
Knott). Call 460-9702.

All Sports Camp
D on’t miss the Roy Pittman/Straight 

Up Sum m er Sam pler All Sports Cam p on 
Friday, June 4lh at 9 AM until 1:30 PM. It 
is open to kids between 6lh to 8'h grade. The 
fun will be held at Peninsula Park. W e will 
have Portland State University coaches 
and athletes as well as the G old 's Gym 
Straight Up speed trainers on hand for a 
ha lf day o f  fun, games, and skill building. 
W e’ll have stations set up for speed, foot­
ball, basketball, soffball/baseball, volley­
ball, go lf and soccer. Call Roy Pittman at 
503/823-3620.
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Unique Insurance Complex Will 
Serve North Portland

Dale Fillmore
Vice President, State Farm Agency

northeast Portland residents can now 
find a State Farm agent, claims staff 

__  _ and other representatives in one loca­
tion. On M ay 21. 1999 the company formally 
christened its new 12,000 square foot full- 
service office at Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Portland Boulevards. The two-building, brick 
complex offers sales and claims service, as 
well as space for neighborhood meetings. 

S tate Farm  is one o f
the first insurers to  de­
velop  a com panyw ide 
program  to p lace these 
u n iq u e  o f f ic e s  in the 
h ea rt o f  u rb a n  areas.
N orth Portland is the 33rd 
“ fu ll-serv ice o ffice" the 
c o m p a n y  h as o p en e d  
since 1994, and its first 
in the Pacific N orthw est 
Region. The com plex is 
unique in tha t it houses a 
State Farm  agency, a full 
claim s staff, and a com ­
m unity  m eeting  room , 
along w ith  rep resen ta­
tives from  public affairs 
and hum an resources.

Gary M ethner, State 
Farm ’s Pacific Northwest 
regional vice president, 
says his com pany will be 
an active community mem­
ber. “The inclusion o f  a 
community room means 
w e’re opening our doors

Tk T°N : to neighborhood groups, nonprofits and other 
local organizations looking for a place to 
meet. W e’re here to provide exceptional cus­
tomer service, while becoming a part of, and 
enhancing this neighborhood." The 1,500 
square foot community room accommodates 
a group o f  25.

The office is currently home to 17 auto

claim  em ployees, w ith plans to place several 
fire claim representatives there in the near 
future. Agent Em ie Hill employs one part- 
time and two full-tim e employees.

S tate Farm  assoc ia tes w ere jo in ed  by 
local com m unity  and business leaders, 
nonprofit o rgan izations and neighborhood 
groups for the grand  opening.

MLK Elementary School Choir Join In the celebration of the Grand Opening

Toran To Lead
Volunteers of America of Oregon

T
he V O A  O regon  B oard o f  Di 
rec to rs is p leased  to announce 
the appo in tm en t o f  K ay Dean 
T oran as C h ie f  E xecu tive O fficer o f  

V o lu n teers  o f  A m erica  o f  O regon  
(V O A  O regon). M s. T oran w ill take 
the agency  helm  on Ju ly  1 E xecutive 
D irec to r Tom  H udson, w ho prov ided  
con tinu ity  and strong  leadersh ip  to 
the agency a fte r the d eparture o f  then- 
C EO  G erald  M cF adden  in A ugust 
1998, w ill resum e his ro le o f  d irec t­
ing the opera tions o f  the agency.

“V olunteers o f  A m erica has struck 
gold w ith Ms. Toran,” claim s Board 
Chair Tom W ennch. He continues, “W e 
went through a rather frustrating search 
for about nine m onths and then the 
perfect candidate becam e available.”

M s. Toran, a native O regonian , has 
an im pressive background  includ ing  
ho ld ing  the position  o f  D irec to r o f  
S erv ices to  C h ild ren  and F am ilies 
(SC F) for the last five years. P rev i­
ously , she w as the ag en cy ’s R egional

A dm in istra to r and B ranch M anager 
and  p rio r to  w ork ing  w ith  SCF she 
w as the D irec to r o f  A ffirm ative A c­
tion  for the G o v ern o r's  O ffice.

A ccording to W enrich, “ Kay Toran 
is a natural for the position  o f  CEO  o f  
V O A  O regon. H er experience in m an­
ag ing  a large num ber o f  peop le and a 
huge budget at the sta te  level w ill 
p rove invaluable to us. She has con- 
tac ts -n a tio n a lly . as w ell as a t the state 
and local levels- that no o ther cand i­
date had ."

T oran serves on several boards in ­
clud ing  L infield  C ollege, the N ational 
A ssocia tion  o f  Public C h ild  W elfare 
A dm inistration , and is the Board C hair 
for The W alker Institu te. H er m any 
accolades include the 1997 State M an­
agem en t A w ard  for E xce llence  in 
L eadersh ip  and the 1995 A ffirm ative 
A ction A gency o f  the Y ear. A nd she 
w as a m em ber o f  the US D elegation  
that assesses the C hild  W elfare S ys­
tem  in R om ania.

T oran is very  exc ited  about the 
opportun ity  to  w ork w ith  V O A  O r­
egon. She sta tes, “ My in itial m eetings 
w ith  m anagem ent and s ta ff  w ere ex ­
h ila ra ting  and I ’m looking  forw ard to 
addressing  the issues that face non­
profits. V O A  O regon  is a dynam ic 
o rgan ization  and has a long tradition  
o f  provid ing  serv ices to our com m u­
nities. A s we look to the fu ture , w e’ll 
be seeking to sustain  o u r grow th and 
rem ain  com petitive  in this con tin u ­
ally  changing  industry ."

V olunteers o f  A m erica is one o f  the 
n a tio n 's  top ten largest and m ost com ­
prehensive nonprofit hum an services 
organizations. VOA O regon has pro­
vided services to residents o f  O regon 
and Southw est W ashington since 1896. 
VOA O regon annually  serves more 
than 7.000 people through a variety  o f 
innovative program s in the areas o f  
C hildren  and Fam ilies, C om m unity 
C orrections and Senior Services. Kay Dean Toran, CEO of Volunteer« of America 

of Oregon

Wilshire Park Neighbors Want 
Grocery Back

By Let Pfr ifm a n

N
eighbors o f  a proposed new grocery 
store at Northeast 33rd Avenue and 
Killingsworth Street have concerns 
and issues, but they are about how , not if, 

such a sto re  should  be bu ilt there.
TheConcoidia Neighborhood Association 

is proceeding cautiously with public review o f 
a proposal by Nicholson Development to build 
on the site, vacant since the Wilshire Park 
Sentry Market closed in 1994 th e  matter will 
be d iscussed, and issues noted , at the 
association’s general meeting at 7 p.m. June 1 
at M cM enamin’sK ennedy School, 5736N.E. 
33rd Ave. The association, and the public, will

talk directly with Nicholson representatives 
on June 22 at Englewood Christian Church, 
3515 N.E. Killingsworth St.

Nicholson, o f Kirkland, Wash., plans to 
build a 15,000 square foot Rite Aid pharmacy, 
a 20,000 square foot grocery and 9,000 foot of 
assorted retail on the site. In order to incorpo­
rate a satellite parking lot to the south, they also 
plan to relocate one-block o f  NE Emerson S t

The plans were discussed last month with 
about 20 residents ofNortheast 34 th Street, some 
o f  whom had vigorously opposed plans to build 
a much larger market on the site and close 
Emerson. According to Ann LaBorde o f

Concordia the association recorded and intends 
to pass on all the comments that followed, merely 
sorting them into appropriate categones

M any o f  these concerns were around traf­
fic movement, and if it would route traffic 
into the neighborhood. Individuals proposed 
closing portions o f  the street, o r making it 
one-way. No proposal had an obvious con­
sensus behind it.

O ne neighbor, W illie  M artin , sa id  he 
feared  the sto re w ould  generate lo itering  
and debris, and that he d id n ’t w ant th is , 
“ so c lose  to  my house .”

C hristopher Schm idt, w ho still has con­

cerns about traffic m ovem ent, said he was 
encouraged that the proposed m arket would 
be on a neighborhood  scale. A nother resi­
dent said, “O ne o f  the nice things about the 
old store w as being able to w alk dow n the 
street in the m orning to get coffee and 
donuts. I f  i t ’s h igh-end . I ’m w illing to pay 
a little m ore for the convenience.”

Susan S troyer, one o f  the strongest c r it­
ics o f  previous developm ent attem pts here, 
no ted , “N o one here has sa id , ‘T here 
should  be no s to re  here under any  c ircu m ­
sta n ce s ,' and I hope that is com m unicated  
to  the developer. I certa in ly  w an t it .”


